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TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
   Troy, Michigan 
 
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Background Information and Reports 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
This booklet provides a summary of the many reports, communications and 
recommendations that accompany your Agenda.  Also included are suggested or 
requested resolutions and/or ordinances for your consideration and possible 
amendment and adoption. 
 
Supporting materials transmitted with this Agenda have been prepared by 
department directors and staff members.  I am indebted to them for their efforts 
to provide insight and professional advice for your consideration. 
 
Identified below are goals for the City, which have been advanced by the 
governing body; and Agenda items submitted for your consideration are on 
course with these goals. 

 
Goals 

 
1. Minimize cost and increase efficiency of City government. 
2. Retain and attract investment while encouraging redevelopment. 
3. Effectively and professionally communicate internally and externally. 
4. Creatively maintain and improve public infrastructure. 
5. Protect life and property. 
 
As always, we are happy to provide such added information as your 
deliberations may require. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
John Szerlag, City Manager 



NOTICE:  People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact 
the City Clerk at (248) 524-3317 or via e-mail at clerk@ci.troy.mi.us at least two working days in advance of the 
meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasonable accommodations. 

      

 

 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
  AGENDA 

December 1, 2003 – 7:30 PM 
Council Chambers  

City Hall - 500 West Big Beaver 
Troy, Michigan 48084 

(248) 524-3317 

CALL TO ORDER 1 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Ms. Anahita Azami – The Baha’i Faith 1 

ROLL CALL 1 

PRESENTATIONS: 1 

A-1  (a) Citizen’s Academy Graduation; (b) Introduction of Ms. Yilin Zhang – Student 
Representative Candidate for the Historic District Commission;  (c) Introduction of 
Ms. Heather Henson – Student Representative Candidate for the Historical 
Commission; (d) Troy High School – Girls Tennis Team – Division State 
Champions 1 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 1 

C-1 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 2004 Application and Re-
programming of 2001 Funds 1 

C-2 Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 1421 Hartwig 2 

POSTPONED ITEM 3 

D-1 Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 953 Bridge Park 3 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 5 

A. Items on the Current Agenda 5 



B.  Items Not on the Current Agenda 5 

CONSENT AGENDA 5 

E-1 Approval of Consent Agenda 5 

E-2  Minutes: Regular Meeting of November 24, 2003 6 

E-3 Proposed City of Troy Proclamation(s):  None Submitted 6 

E-4 Request for Acceptance of Permanent Water Main Easement -  Sidwell #88-20-
29-227-016 – Michigan Conference Association of Seventh Day Adventists 6 

E-5 Request for Temporary Sales/Office Trailer – Rochester Commons (Big Beaver 
Elementary Site) 6 

E-6 Request for Acceptance of (1) Permanent Water Main Easement and (1) 
Permanent Sanitary Sewer Easement – Sidwell #88-20-35-327-006 – Becker 
Stephenson, L.L.C. 6 

E-7 Request for Acceptance of a Warranty Deed for Detention Basin from Wattles 
Woods, L.L.C. – Sidwell #88-20-13-426-121 7 

E-8 Request for Acceptance of Permanent Easements for Larayne Street/Willow 
Grove Sanitary Sewer – Project No. 97.404.3 – Section 11 7 

E-9 Request for Acceptance of Permanent Easements for Storm Drainage & Approval 
to Pay Consideration – Long Lake Road Improvement Projects, Carnaby to 
Dequindre – Parcels 52-N (Windmill Properties), 53-N (Windmill Properties), and 
54-N (Charter One) – Project No. 92.203.5 and Project No. 94.203.5 7 

E-10 Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement 8 

E-11 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidder – Contract 03-6 – Water 
Main Replacement on Heide & Lowry and Water Main Abandonment on Crooks – 
Maplelawn to Butterfield 8 

E-12 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidder – Maplelawn – Crooks to 
Maple – Contract No. 03-8 8 



REGULAR BUSINESS 8 

F-1 Appointments to Boards and Committees: (a) Mayoral Appointments: 1) Economic 
Development Corporation and 2) Planning Commission & (b) City Council 
Appointments: 1) Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities; 2) Board of 
Canvassers; 3) Historic District Commission; 4) Historical Commission; 5) 
Retirement System Board of Trustees; and 6) Troy Daze 9 

F-2 Closed Session – None Requested 15 

F-3 CN Railroad Pedestrian Crossing Study 15 

F-4 Reconsideration of Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 1820 E. Wattles 15 

F-5 Engineering Proposal for Modifications to the Section 4 Weir Control Structure 
Plans to Meet Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Requirements 17 

F-6 Request From Alan Kiriluk, Downtown Development Authority Chair Inviting City 
Council to Visit the Ford Motor Company Conference and Event Center with 
Downtown Development Authority and Civic Center Priority Task Force Members 17 

F-7 Comments on Proposed Resolution That Would Establish a Task Force to 
Examine the City’s Spending Priorities and User Fee Policies 18 

COUNCIL COMMENTS/COUNCIL REFERRALS 19 

Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for Placement 
on the Agenda: 19 

1. Privately Funded Religious Displays on City Owned Property – Proposed by 
Council Member Lambert 19 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 20 

G-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: 20 

(a) Youth Council/Final – August 27, 2003 .............................................................. 20 
(b) Animal Control Appeal Board/Final – September 3,2003................................... 20 
(c) Youth Council/Final – September 17, 2003........................................................ 20 
(d) Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities/Draft October 1, 2003 ........... 20 
(e) Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities/Final October 1, 2003 ........... 20 
(f) Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens/Final October 2, 2003.......................... 20 
(g) Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees/Final – October 8, 2003 ..... 20 



(h) Library Board/Final – October 9, 2003 ............................................................... 20 
(i) Parks & Recreation Advisory Board/Final – October 9, 2003............................. 20 
(j) Charter Revision Committee/Final – October 21, 2003...................................... 20 
(k) Animal Control Appeal Board/Final – October 22, 2003..................................... 20 
(l) Civic Center Priority Task Force/Final – October 22, 2003 ................................ 20 
(m) Youth Council/Final – October 22, 2003........................................................ 20 
(n) Planning Commission – Joint Meeting/Draft – October 28, 2003....................... 20 
(o) Troy Daze/Draft – October 28, 2003 .................................................................. 20 
(p) Planning Commission Special/Draft – November 4, 2003.................................. 20 
(q) Building Code Board of Appeals/Draft – November 5, 2003 .............................. 20 
(r) Charter Revision Committee/Draft – November 5, 2003 .................................... 20 
(s) Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens/Draft – November 6, 2003................... 20 
(t) Planning Commission/Draft – November 11, 2003 ............................................ 20 
(u) Civic Center Priority Task Force/Draft – November 12, 2003............................. 20 
(v) Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees/Draft – November 12, 

2003 ................................................................................................................... 20 
(w) Library Board/Draft – November 13, 2003.......................................................... 20 
(x) Parks and Recreation Advisory Board/Draft – November 13, 2003 ................... 20 

G-2 Department Report: 20 

(a) Troy Museum & Historic Village – Annual Report – Fiscal Year 2002/03........... 20 

G-3 Announcement of Public Hearings: 20 

(a) Rezoning Application (Z-518-B) – Kresge Foundation – South Side of Big 
Beaver Road – West of Coolidge Highway – Section 30 – R-1C to O-1 – 
Scheduled for December 15, 2003..................................................................... 20 

G-4 Green Memorandums: 20 

(a) Civic Center Land Ballot Proposal...................................................................... 20 
(b) Charter Revision Ballot Proposals...................................................................... 20 

G-5 Proposed Proclamations/Resolutions from Other Organizations: 20 

G-6  Calendar 20 

G-7  Letters of Appreciation: 21 

(a) Letter from Larry R. Ellis, General-US Army, to Chief Charles Craft Thanking 
Him for Permitting Employees to Serve Active Military Duty as Guardsmen 
and Reservists in Their Companies.................................................................... 21 

(b) Letter from Frank P. Cardimen, Jr., President – Traffic Improvement 
Association, to John Abraham Thanking Him for His Participation in Their 
“Early Birds” Meeting .......................................................................................... 21 

(c) Thank-you Note from Nancy Bates, Mayor-City of Farmington Hills to Mayor 
Pryor and City Council Members Thanking Them for the Proclamation Sent to 
Her in Recognition of Her Service and Retirement............................................. 21 



(d) Letter from Stanley H. Finsilver, Finsilver/Friedman – Management 
Corporation, to Mark Stimac Thanking Him for His Assistance During Their 
Site Plan Approval for Maggianno’s ................................................................... 21 

(e) Letter from Janet Muskie to the Troy Police Department in Recognition of 
Officer Sue Hemrod Who Assisted Her When She was Involved in a Car 
Accident.............................................................................................................. 21 

(f) Letter from Stanley H. Finsilver, Finsilver/Friedman – Management 
Corporation, to Mark Miller Thanking Him for His Assistance During Their Site 
Plan Approval for Maggianno’s........................................................................... 21 

G-8  (a) Letter from Joseph Morelli – Papa Romano’s of Troy , Re: Parking to Mayor 
Pryor, City Council, Department Heads and Traffic Committee Members and (b) 
Letter of Response to Joseph Morelli from Mark Stimac – Director of Building and 
Zoning 21 

G-9  Memorandum, Re: Awards for City Cable Productions 21 

G-10  Memorandum and Financial Statements, Re: Downtown Development Authority – 
June 30, 2003 21 

G-11  Memorandum, Re: Peace Garden Committee Status 21 

G-12  Memorandum, Re: Auction – Miscellaneous Equipment & Vehicle Results – 
October 25, 2003 at Big Beaver Center School in Conjunction With and Hosted by 
the Troy School District 21 

G-13  Memorandum, Re: City Council Expense Reports 21 

G-14  Memorandum, Re: Meeting with Senator Shirley Johnson and MEDC Director, 
Don Jakeway – Regarding Funding for Conference Center 21 

PUBLIC COMMENT 21 

STUDY ITEMS 22 

H-1 (a) IT Updates; (b) Commercial Vehicles 22 
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CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Ms. Anahita Azami – The Baha’i Faith 

ROLL CALL 

Mayor Matt Pryor 
Robin Beltramini 
Cristina Broomfield 
David Eisenbacher 
Martin F. Howrylak 
David A. Lambert  
Jeanne M. Stine 
 

PRESENTATIONS:  

A-1  (a) Citizen’s Academy Graduation; (b) Introduction of Ms. Yilin Zhang – Student 
Representative Candidate for the Historic District Commission;  (c) Introduction of Ms. 
Heather Henson – Student Representative Candidate for the Historical Commission; (d) 
Troy High School – Girls Tennis Team – Division State Champions 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

C-1 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 2004 Application and Re-
programming of 2001 Funds 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by 
 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Troy will receive approximately $199,253.00 for Community 
Development Block Grant funds for the year 2004; and 
 
WHEREAS, On December 1, 2003 a Public Hearing was held before the City Council of the 
City of Troy, at which Public Hearing persons were given an opportunity to provide written and 
oral views to the Troy City Council, the authority responsible for enacting the budget, and to ask 
questions about the entire budget and the relationship of the Home Chore Program, 
Administration, and Section 36 Storm Drain Construction on Dashwood and Lovington Street; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Troy, after conclusion of the Public Hearing on this 
date has determined that funding should be provided through the 2004 Community 
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Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program for the Home Chore Program, Administration, and 
Section 36 Storm Drain Construction on Dashwood and Lovington Street; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Home Chore Program, Administration, and 
Section 36 Storm Drain Construction on Dashwood and Lovington Street are hereby 
DESIGNATED as Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Projects for 2004; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Troy is AUTHORIZED to sign the 
Application and Sub recipient Agreement and submit them to Oakland County, a copy of which 
shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 
 
Yes: 
No: 
 
C-2 Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 1421 Hartwig 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by 
 
(a) Proposed Resolution A For Approval 
 
WHEREAS, Section 44.02.02 of Chapter 39, Zoning, of the Code of the City of Troy provides 
that actions to grant appeals to the restrictions on outdoor parking of commercial vehicles in 
residential districts pursuant to Section 40.66.00 of Chapter 39 of the Code of the City of Troy 
"shall be based upon at least one of the following findings by the City Council: 
 
A. The occurrence of the subject commercial vehicle on the residential site involved is 

compelled by parties other than the owner or occupant of the subject residential site (e.g. 
employer). 

 
B. Efforts by the applicant have determined that there are no reasonable or feasible 

alternative locations for the parking of the subject commercial vehicle. 
 
C. A garage or accessory building on the subject residential site cannot accommodate, or 

cannot reasonably be constructed or modified to accommodate, the subject commercial 
vehicle. 

 
D. The location available on the residential site for the outdoor parking of the subject 

commercial vehicle is adequate to provide for such parking in a manner which will not 
negatively impact adjacent residential properties, and will not negatively impact pedestrian 
and vehicular movement along the frontage street(s)."; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Troy has found that the petitioner has demonstrated 
the presence of the following condition(s), justifying the granting of a variance:    
 
              . 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the request from Mr. Anthony Benedict, 1421 
Hartwig, for waiver of Chapter 39, Section 40.66.00, of the Code of the City of Troy, to permit 
outdoor parking of a box truck in a residential district is hereby APPROVED for  _____ (not to 
exceed two years). 
 
OR 
 
(b) Proposed Resolution B For Denial 
 
WHEREAS, Section 44.02.02 of Chapter 39, Zoning, of the Code of the City of Troy provides 
that actions to grant appeals to the restrictions on outdoor parking of commercial vehicles in 
residential districts pursuant to Section 40.66.00 of Chapter 39 of the Code of the City of Troy 
"shall be based upon at least one of the following findings by the City Council: 
 
A. The occurrence of the subject commercial vehicle on the residential site involved is 

compelled by parties other than the owner or occupant of the subject residential site (e.g. 
employer). 

 
B. Efforts by the applicant have determined that there are no reasonable or feasible 

alternative locations for the parking of the subject commercial vehicle. 
 
C. A garage or accessory building on the subject residential site cannot accommodate, or 

cannot reasonably be constructed or modified to accommodate, the subject commercial 
vehicle. 

 
D. The location available on the residential site for the outdoor parking of the subject 

commercial vehicle is adequate to provide for such parking in a manner which will not 
negatively impact adjacent residential properties, and will not negatively impact pedestrian 
and vehicular movement along the frontage street(s)."; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Troy has not found that the petitioner has 
demonstrated the presence of condition(s), justifying the granting of a variance: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the request from Mr. Anthony Benedict, 1421 
Hartwig, for waiver of Chapter 39, Section 40.66.00, of the Code of the City of Troy, to permit 
outdoor parking of a box truck in a residential district is hereby DENIED. 
 
Yes: 
No: 

POSTPONED ITEM 

D-1 Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 953 Bridge Park 
 
Resolution #2003-11- 
Moved by Stine   
Seconded by Beltramini  
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WHEREAS, Section 44.02.02 of Chapter 39, Zoning, of the Code of the City of Troy provides 
that actions to grant appeals to the restrictions on outdoor parking of commercial vehicles in 
residential districts pursuant to Section 40.66.00 of Chapter 39 of the Code of the City of Troy 
"shall be based upon at least one of the following findings by the City Council: 
 
A. The occurrence of the subject commercial vehicle on the residential site involved is 

compelled by parties other than the owner or occupant of the subject residential site 
(e.g. employer). 

 
B. Efforts by the applicant have determined that there are no reasonable or feasible 

alternative locations for the parking of the subject commercial vehicle. 
 
C. A garage or accessory building on the subject residential site cannot accommodate, or 

cannot reasonably be constructed or modified to accommodate, the subject commercial 
vehicle. 

 
D. The location available on the residential site for the outdoor parking of the subject 

commercial vehicle is adequate to provide for such parking in a manner which will not 
negatively impact adjacent residential properties, and will not negatively impact 
pedestrian and vehicular movement along the frontage street(s)."; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Troy has not found that the petitioner has 
demonstrated the presence of condition(s), justifying the granting of a variance: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the request from Mr. Yong-Tao Sun, 953 Bridge 
Park, for waiver of Chapter 39, Section 40.66.00, of the Code of the City of Troy, to permit 
outdoor parking of a box truck in a residential district is hereby DENIED. 
 
Yes: 
No: 
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PUBLIC COMMENT:   

A. Items on the Current Agenda 
 
Any person not a member of the Council may address the Council with recognition of 
the Chair, after clearly stating the nature of his/her inquiry.  No person not a member of 
the Council shall be allowed to speak more than twice or longer than five (5) minutes on 
any question, unless so permitted by the Chair. The Council may waive the requirements 
of this section by a majority of the Council Members. Consistent with Order of Business 
#11, the City Council will move forward the specific Business Items which audience 
members would like to address. The Mayor shall announce the items which are to be 
moved forward and will ask the audience if there are any additional items which they 
would like to address. All Business Items that members of the audience would like to 
address will be brought forth and acted upon at this time. Items will be taken individually 
and members of the audience will address council prior to council discussion of the 
individual item. 

B.  Items Not on the Current Agenda 
 
After Council is finished acting on all Business Items that have been brought forward, 
the public is welcome to address the Mayor and Council on items that are specifically 
not on the agenda. (Rules of Procedure for the City Council, Article 15 as amended 
September 22, 2003) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
The Consent Agenda includes items of a routine nature and will be approved with one 
motion.  That motion will approve the recommended action for each item on the Consent 
Agenda.  Any Council Member may remove an item from the Consent Agenda and have 
it considered as a separate item.  Any item so removed from the Consent Agenda shall 
be considered after other items on the consent business portion of the agenda have 
been heard. (Rules of Procedure for the City Council, Article 13, as amended September 
22, 2003) 

E-1 Approval of Consent Agenda 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by 
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That all items as presented on the Consent Agenda are hereby APPROVED as 
presented with the exception of Item(s) _____________, which shall be considered after 
Consent Agenda (E) items, as printed. 
 
Yes: 
No: 
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E-2  Minutes: Regular Meeting of November 24, 2003 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12-  
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of the 7:30 PM Regular Meeting of November 24, 2003, be 
APPROVED as submitted. 

E-3 Proposed City of Troy Proclamation(s):  None Submitted 
 

E-4 Request for Acceptance of Permanent Water Main Easement -  Sidwell #88-20-29-
227-016 – Michigan Conference Association of Seventh Day Adventists 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That the Permanent Easement for Water Main from Michigan Conference 
Association of Seventh Day Adventists, having Sidwell #88-20-29-227-016, is hereby 
ACCEPTED,  a copy of which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 

E-5 Request for Temporary Sales/Office Trailer – Rochester Commons (Big Beaver 
Elementary Site) 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That the request from Mark Karim of Tadian Homes, to place and occupy a sales 
trailer during construction of Rochester Commons is hereby APPROVED for a twelve month 
period in accordance with Chapter 47, House Trailers and Trailer Courts, Section 6.41 (3), of 
the Code of the City of Troy. 

E-6 Request for Acceptance of (1) Permanent Water Main Easement and (1) 
Permanent Sanitary Sewer Easement – Sidwell #88-20-35-327-006 – Becker 
Stephenson, L.L.C. 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That the (1) Permanent Water Main Easement and (1) Permanent Sanitary 
Sewer Easement from Becker Stephenson, L.L.C. and having Sidwell #88-20-35-327-006 is 
hereby ACCEPTED; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Clerk is hereby DIRECTED TO RECORD  said 
Permanent Easements with the Oakland County Register of Deeds, a copy of which shall be 
ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 
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E-7 Request for Acceptance of a Warranty Deed for Detention Basin from Wattles 
Woods, L.L.C. – Sidwell #88-20-13-426-121 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That the Warranty Deed from property owner Wattles Woods, L.L.C., having 
Sidwell #88-20-13-426-121 for a detention basin for Wattles Woods Condominiums is hereby 
ACCEPTED; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Clerk is hereby DIRECTED TO RECORD said 
Warranty Deed with the Oakland County Register of Deeds, a copy of which shall be 
ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 

E-8 Request for Acceptance of Permanent Easements for Larayne Street/Willow 
Grove Sanitary Sewer – Project No. 97.404.3 – Section 11 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That the Permanent Easements from Joseph C. Dembicki, a single man, owner 
of property at 1392 Larayne, having Sidwell #88-20-11-176-046, and from James F. Ford and 
Marjorie A. Ford, husband and wife, and owners of property at 5705 Willow Grove having 
Sidwell #88-20-11-176-047 are hereby ACCEPTED for the operation, maintenance and repair 
of sanitary sewer; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Clerk is hereby DIRECTED TO RECORD said 
documents with the Oakland County Register of Deeds, a copy of which shall be ATTACHED 
to the original Minutes of this meeting. 

E-9 Request for Acceptance of Permanent Easements for Storm Drainage & Approval 
to Pay Consideration – Long Lake Road Improvement Projects, Carnaby to 
Dequindre – Parcels 52-N (Windmill Properties), 53-N (Windmill Properties), and 
54-N (Charter One) – Project No. 92.203.5 and Project No. 94.203.5 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That the Permanent Drainage Easements for the following parcels are 
ACCEPTED for the Long Lake Road Projects, Carnaby to Dequindre: 
 

Parcel #: Owner(s): Sidwell #: Compensation: 
52-N Windmill Properties 10-07-300-016 $21,980.40 
53-N Windmill Properties 10-07-300-018 $26,944.80 
54-N Charter One Bank 10-07-300-019 $9,900.00 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That payment is AUTHORIZED as listed above. 
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the City Clerk is hereby DIRECTED TO RECORD said 
Permanent Drainage Easements with Macomb County Register of Deeds, a copy of which shall 
be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 

E-10 Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the revised cost agreement with RCOC for maintenance of the traffic 
signal at the intersection of Crooks and Maplelawn be APPROVED. 

E-11 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidder – Contract 03-6 – Water 
Main Replacement on Heide & Lowry and Water Main Abandonment on Crooks – 
Maplelawn to Butterfield 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That Contract No. 03-6, Heide & Lowry and Crooks Road, Maplelawn to 
Butterfield, be AWARDED to Troelsen Excavating Company, 1395 Rochester Road, Troy, 
Michigan 48083 at an estimated total cost of $265,010.00; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the award is CONTINGENT upon submission of proper 
contract and bid documents, including bonds, insurance certificates and all specified 
requirements, and if additional work is required such additional work is AUTHORIZED in an 
amount not to exceed 10% of the total project cost. 

E-12 Standard Purchasing Resolution 1: Award to Low Bidder – Maplelawn – Crooks 
to Maple – Contract No. 03-8 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That Contract No. 03-8, Maplelawn Road, Crooks to Maple, be AWARDED to 
Dan’s Excavating, Inc., 12955 23 Mile Road – Shelby Township, Michigan 48315 at an 
estimated total cost of $2,960.592.99; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the award is CONTINGENT upon submission of proper 
contract and bid documents, including bonds, insurance certificates and all specified 
requirements, and if additional work is required such additional work is AUTHORIZED in an 
amount not to exceed 10% of the total project cost. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

Persons interested in addressing the City Council on items, which appear on the printed 
Agenda, will be allowed to do so at the time the item is discussed upon recognition by 
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the Chair (during the public comment portion of the agenda item’s discussion). Other 
than asking questions for the purposes of gaining insight or clarification, Council shall 
not interrupt members of the public during their comments. For those addressing City 
Council, petitioners shall be given a fifteen (15) minute presentation time that may be 
extended with the majority consent of Council and all other interested people, their time 
may be limited to not more than twice nor longer than five (5) minutes on any question, 
unless so permitted by the Chair, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City 
Council, Article 15, as amended September 22, 2003. Once discussion is brought back to 
the Council table, persons from the audience will be permitted to speak only by 
invitation by Council, through the Chair. 

F-1 Appointments to Boards and Committees: (a) Mayoral Appointments: 1) Economic 
Development Corporation and 2) Planning Commission & (b) City Council 
Appointments: 1) Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities; 2) Board of 
Canvassers; 3) Historic District Commission; 4) Historical Commission; 5) 
Retirement System Board of Trustees; and 6) Troy Daze 

 
The appointment of new members to all of the listed board and committee vacancies will 
require only one motion and vote by City Council.  Council members submit recommendations 
for appointment. When the number of submitted names exceed the number of positions to be 
filled, a separate motion and roll call vote will be required (current process of appointing).  Any 
board or commission with remaining vacancies will automatically be carried over to the next 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda.  
 
The following boards and committees have expiring terms and/or vacancies. Bold red lines 
indicate the number of appointments required: 
 
(a) Mayoral Appointments 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by 
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That the following persons are hereby APPOINTED BY THE MAYOR with 
COUNCIL APPROVAL to serve on the Boards and Committees as indicated: 
 

Economic Development Corporation 
Mayor, Council Approval (9) – 6 years 
 
Stuart F Redpath – Does not seek reappointment Term expires 04-30-2009 
 

 Term expires 04-30-2009 
 
 Term expires 04-30-2009 
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CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Bluhm, Kenneth 04/30/06 
Gigliotti, Robert S 04/30/08 
Licari, Leger (Nino) 04/30/04 
Parker, Michael 04/30/07 
Redpath, Stuart F 04/30/03 
Rocchio, James A.  04/30/03 
Salgat, Charles 04/30/04 
Sharp, John 04/30/03 
Smith, Douglas 04/30/05 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Almassian, Carolyn 04/22/02-04/2004 05/06/02 
Baughman, Deborah L 06/18/01-05/2003 07/09/01 
Chang, Jouky 10/02/01-10/2003 10/15/01 
Chhaya, Dhimant 09/26/02 10/07/02 
Hall, Patrick C 01/26/01-06/12/01-05/2003 02/05/01-07/09/01 
Hoef, Paul V 09/12/01-08/14/02-08/2004 09/17/01 
Freliga, Victor P 11/25/02-11/2004 12/02/02 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03-04/2003 04/28/03 
Shah, Jayshree 08/28/01 09/17/01 
Silver, Neil S 08/11/00-06/20/01-05/2003 08/21/00-07/09/01 
Victor, Robert 6/03/03-05/2005 06/16/03 
 
Planning Commission 
Mayor, Council Approval (9) – 3 years 
 
Dennis A. Kramer – Seeks reappointment Term expires 12-31-2006 
 
David T. Waller – Seeks reappointment Term expires 12-31-2006 
 
 Term expires 12-31-2006 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Gary G. Chamberlain 12/31/05 
Dennis A. Kramer (BZA Alt) 12/31/03 
Larry Littman 12/31/04 
Amalfi Parker (Student) 07/01/04 
Robert M. Schultz  12/31/05 
Walter A. Storrs, III 12/31/03 
Thomas Strat  12/31/05 
Mark J Vleck (BZA Rep) 12/31/04 
David T. Waller 12/31/03 
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Wayne C. Wright 12/31/04 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Bertin, Leonard G. 10/10/02 11/04/02 
Culpepper, Michael 12/97  
D’Anna, Philip 02/08/99  
Deel, Ryan 05/17/01-06/25/01-05/2003 05/21/01-07/09/01 
Gauri, Kul 07/03/03-07/2005 07/21/03 
Hall, Patrick C 01/26/01-03/10/03-03/2005 02/05/01-03/17/03 
Hanna, Atef A 10/28/02-10/2004 11/04/02 
Hoef, Paul V 08/14/02-08/2004  
Hyun, Yul Woong (Jeff) 09/26/03-09/2005 10/06/03 
Joseph, Luke 03/10/03-03/2005 03/17/03 
Kohut, Gary L 02/17/03-02/2005 03/03/03 
Lang, Victoria 07/09/01-06/16/03-06/2005 07/23/01 
Lin, Paul Chu 05/22/00-06/17/03-06/2005 06/05/00-07/07/03 
Manetta, Pauline 11/26/01 12/03/01 
Milia, Carmelo 06/14/01-06/4/03-05/2005 07/09/01-06/16/03 
Nelson, Albert Taylor   
Ogg, David 02/9/99-04/16/01-06/09/03-05/2005 04/23/01-06/16/03 
Peard, James R 11/25/02-06/9/03-05/2005 12/02/02-06/16/03 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03-04/2005 04/28/03 
Rocchio, James 04/16/01 04/23/01 
Sawyer, Thomas G 10/04/02-06/9/03-05/2005 11/04/02-06/16/03 
Shier, Frank 02/18/03-02/2005 03/03/03 
Ullmann, Lon M 03/19/01 04/09/01 
Wattles, Brian J 07/10/01 07/23/01 
Wilberding, Bruce 08/05/99-06/17/03-06/2005 07/07/03 
 
Yes: 
No: 

 
(b) City Council Appointments 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by 
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That the following persons are hereby APPOINTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL to 
serve on the Boards and Committees as indicated: 
 

Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities 
Appointed by Council (9 Regular, 3 Alternates) – 3 years 
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Ms. Jayshree Shah – Seeks reappointment Term expires 11-01-2006 (Alternate) 
 
 Term expires 07-01-2004 (Student) 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
 Susan Robosan-Burt  11/01/06 
 Angela Done 11/01/05 
 Nancy Johnson 11/01/06 
 Leonard G. Bertin 11/01/05 
 Pauline Manetta 11/01/06 
 Dick Kuschinsky 11/01/04 
 Theodora House 11/01/06 
 Grace Yau (Student) 07/01/04 
 Dorothy Ann Pietron 11/01/04 
Nada Raheb (Student) 07/01/03 
 Mark Pritzloff 11/01/06 
 Cynthia Buchanan 11/01/04 
 Kul B. Gauri 11/01/05 
 Jayshree Shah (Alternate) 11/01/03 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
None on File   
 
INTERESTED STUDENT APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
None on file   
 
Board of Canvassers 
Appointed by Council (4) – 4 years 
 
Gloria Inglehart – Seeks reappointment Term expires 12-31-2007 
NOTE: Oakland County Democratic Party recommends the reappointment of Ms Inglehart 
Carole Webb – Seeks reappointment Term expires 12-31-2007 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
 Leah Beth Inabnitt (D) 12/31/05 
 Mary Shiner (R) 12/31/05 
 Gloria Inglehart (D) 12/31/03 
 Carole Webb (R) 12/31/03 

INTERESTED  APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Bliss, Daniel H 03/17/03-03/2005 04/14/03 
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Larue, Patricia M 08/12/02-08/2004 08/19/02 
Powers, Brian M 10/15/02-10/2004 10/21/02 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03-04/2005 04/28/03 
Ziegenfelder, Peter F  12/07/00-06/11/01-06/11/03 -05/2005 12/18/00-07/09/01-06/16/03 
 
Historic District Commission 
Appointed by Council (7) – 3 years 
 
 Term expires 7-1-2004 (Student) 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Marjorie A Biglin 03/01/04 
Wilson Deane Blythe 03/01/05 
Barbara Chambers 03/01/05 
Paul C Lin 05/15/06 
Ann Partlan 03/01/05 
Muriel Rounds 05/15/06 
Dorothy Scott 05/15/06 
 
INTERESTED STUDENT APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Vilin Zhang 6/17/03 12/01/03 
 
Historical Commission 
Appointed by Council (7) – 3 years 
 
 Term expires 07-01-2004 (Student) 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Edward Bortner 07/31/05 
Roger Kaniarz 07/31/05 
Rosemary Kornacki 07/31/05 
Sucheta Sikdar (Student) 07/01/03 
Kevin Lindsey 07/31/06 
Terry Navratil 07/31/06 
Jack Turner 07/31/04 
Brian J. Wattles 07/31/04 
 
INTERESTED STUDENT APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Heather Hanson 9/30/03 12/01/03 
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Retirement System Board of Trustees 
2 by Council, 3 by Members – 3 Years 
 
Mark A. Calice – Seeks reappointment Term expires 12-31-2006 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Charles Campbell (Emp.) 12/31/03 
Robert Crawford (Emp.) 12/31/05 
Thomas Houghton (Emp.) 12/31/04 
Mark A. Calice (Council) 12/31/03 
David A. Lambert  (Council) 04/15/06 
John M. Lamerato – Assistant City Manager/Finance & Admin. Ordinance 
John Szerlag – City Manager Ordinance 
 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
Baughman, Deborah L 03/29/01-06/18/01-06/09/03- 

05/2005 
04/09/01-07/09/01-06/16/03 

Bluhm, Kenneth 11/24/00 12/04/00 
O’Brien, Michael 07/25/03/-07/2005 08/04/03 
Pritzloff, Mark 04/17/03/-04/2005 04/28/03 
 
Troy Daze 
Appointed by Council (9) – 3 years 
 
 Term expires 07-01-2004 (Student) 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS 
NAME TERM EXPIRES 
Robert A. Berk  11/30/03 
Sue Bishop 11/30/04 
Jim D. Cyrulewski. 11/30/04 
Cecile Dilley 11/30/04 
Kessie Kaltsounis 11/30/05 
Michael Gonda  11/30/06 
William F Hall 11/30/05 
Jeffrey Stewart (Rep to Parks/Rec Board) 09/30/06 
Robert S. Preston 11/30/05 
Cheryl A Whitton-Kaszubski 11/30/03 
Jessica Zablocki (Student) 07/01/03 
 
INTERESTED STUDENT APPLICANTS 
NAME DATE APPLIED DATE SENT TO COUNCIL 
None on file   
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Yes: 
No: 
 
F-2 Closed Session – None Requested 

F-3 CN Railroad Pedestrian Crossing Study 
  
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by 
 
RESOLVED, That the proposal submitted by Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc. (HRC) for the CN 
Railroad Pedestrian Crossing Study is APPROVED and AUTHORIZATION is hereby given to 
HRC to proceed with the study, at an estimated cost of $4,972.00 which cost shall be shared 
equally by the City of Birmingham and the City of Troy at a not to exceed cost of $3,486.00 for 
each community, all in accordance with the City of Troy’s General Consulting Engineering 
contract with HRC. 
 
Yes: 
No: 

F-4 Reconsideration of Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 1820 E. Wattles 
  
A. Reconsideration Resolution 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by  
 
RESOLVED, That Resolution #2003-10-540, Moved by Howrylak and Seconded by 
Eisenbacher, as it appears below be RECONSIDERED by City Council:  
 

Resolution #2003-10-540 
Moved by Howrylak   
Seconded by Eisenbacher  
 
WHEREAS, Section 44.02.02 of Chapter 39, Zoning, of the Code of the City of 
Troy provides that actions to grant appeals to the restrictions on outdoor parking 
of commercial vehicles in residential districts pursuant to Section 40.66.00 of 
Chapter 39 of the Code of the City of Troy "shall be based upon at least one of 
the following findings by the City Council: 
 
A) The occurrence of the subject commercial vehicle on the residential site 

involved is compelled by parties other than the owner or occupant of the 
subject residential site (e.g. employer). 
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B) Efforts by the applicant have determined that there are no reasonable or 
feasible alternative locations for the parking of the subject commercial 
vehicle. 

C) A garage or accessory building on the subject residential site cannot 
accommodate, or cannot reasonably be constructed or modified to 
accommodate, the subject commercial vehicle. 

D) The location available on the residential site for the outdoor parking of the 
subject commercial vehicle is adequate to provide for such parking in a 
manner which will not negatively impact adjacent residential properties, 
and will not negatively impact pedestrian and vehicular movement along 
the frontage street(s)"; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Troy has found that the petitioner has 
demonstrated the presence of the following condition(s), justifying the granting of 
a variance: 
 
No conditions were brought forward by City Council. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the request from Mr. Steven Pary, 
1820 E. Wattles, for waiver of Chapter 39, Section 40.66.00, of the Code of the 
City of Troy, to permit outdoor parking of a Ford tow truck in a residential district is 
hereby APPROVED for two (2) years. 
 
Yes: Broomfield, Eisenbacher, Howrylak, Lambert, Pryor  
No: Stine, Beltramini  

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
Yes: 
No:  
 
B. Resolution to Schedule a Public Hearing 
  
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by  
 
RESOLVED, That a Public Hearing be SCHEDULED before the Troy City Council on Monday, 
December 15, 2003 at 7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as the agenda will permit for the purpose 
of hearing public comments on the request from Mr. Steven Pary for a Commercial Vehicle 
Appeal Renewal – 1820 E. Wattles. 
 
Yes: 
No:  
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F-5 Engineering Proposal for Modifications to the Section 4 Weir Control Structure 
Plans to Meet Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Requirements 

  
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by  
 
WHEREAS, Hubbell, Roth & Clark was authorized by City Council Resolution NO. #2002-02-
086 to provide engineering services for the design of the improvements to the Weir Control 
Structure in Section 4 for the City of Troy; and 
 
WHEREAS, The preliminary plans had been completed by Hubbell, Roth & Clark as authorized 
and were submitted to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality had concerns about the 
impacts to the existing wooded wetland, which is requiring the plans for the Section 4 Weir 
Control Structure to be modified. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The City of Troy is providing AUTHORIZATION TO 
PROCEED with the engineering proposal from Hubbell, Roth & Clark to proceed with the 
modifications to the Section 4 Weir Control Structure to meet Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality requirements at an additional cost not to exceed $14,700.00. 
 
Yes: 
No: 

F-6 Request From Alan Kiriluk, Downtown Development Authority Chair Inviting City 
Council to Visit the Ford Motor Company Conference and Event Center with 
Downtown Development Authority and Civic Center Priority Task Force Members 

  
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by  
 
RESOLVED, That City Council join the Downtown Development Authority and Civic Center 
Priority Task force for a visit to the Ford Motor Company Conference and Event Center in 
Dearborn on ____________, 2003. 
 
Yes: 
No: 
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F-7 Comments on Proposed Resolution That Would Establish a Task Force to 
Examine the City’s Spending Priorities and User Fee Policies 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by  
 
a) Proposed Resolution A 
 
WHEREAS, The City staff and City Council should work as a team with interested citizens to 
maintain and improve the quality of life in our community;  and 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Troy is facing significant fiscal challenges over the next several years; 
and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the City establish a citizen’s task force to examine the City’s spending 
priorities and user fee policies; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That membership on the task force be limited to fifteen citizens; 
and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the task force submit a final report to the City Manager, 
Mayor and Council no later than September 2004. 
 
Yes: 
No: 
 
b) Proposed Alternate Resolution B 
 
WHEREAS, City staff and Council should work as a team with interested citizens to maintain 
and improve the quality of life in our community; and 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Troy is facing significant fiscal challenges over the next several years. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the City establish a citizens task force to examine future revenue 
sources for the City of Troy with the primary objective in mind of maintaining our high level of 
service and quality of life amenities that make Troy a great city; and 
 
BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED, That membership on the task force be limited to fifteen citizens; 
and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the task force submit a final report to the City Manager, 
Mayor and Council no later than September 2004. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS/COUNCIL REFERRALS 

Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for Placement 
on the Agenda: 
 

1. Privately Funded Religious Displays on City Owned Property – Proposed by 
Council Member Lambert 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2003-12- 
Moved by  
Seconded by  
 
RESOLVED, That the City of Troy shall allow privately funded displays on the public property 
surrounding City Hall, in accordance with the following:   

 
1.    Applicants shall complete a City of Troy special event permit, and shall provide all 

requested information.  
2. Applicants must address any safety or sanitary concerns of the City of Troy 

administration.  
3. The requested use must not interfere with other approved uses of the property.  
4. The display must have a secular purpose.  The recognition of a holiday season in 

generic terms is acceptable, and would require the inclusion of non-religious holiday 
items (such as trees or Santa figures or bells, etc.), and also encourage the 
inclusion of items from more than one religion (such as a menorah and a nativity 
scene, etc.).      

5. The display must be located in areas traditionally considered to be a public forum, 
consistently open to the public, and used for assembly, communication and 
discussion of public questions by citizens.  

6. The display must be wholly funded by the private sector.   
7. There should be signs accompanying the display or exhibit stating that it is erected 

by a private entity, and that its presence does not constitute the City’s endorsement 
of the entity or the display. 

8. The displays should be of a temporary nature.  
9. The placement of any religious symbols should not be in a preferential or 

predominant position.  It is preferable to locate a crèche with “Seasons Greeting” 
banners, wreaths, toy soldiers, or other secular symbols.      

 
Yes: 
No: 
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REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

G-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: 
(a) Youth Council/Final – August 27, 2003 
(b) Animal Control Appeal Board/Final – September 3,2003 
(c) Youth Council/Final – September 17, 2003 
(d) Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities/Draft October 1, 2003 
(e) Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities/Final October 1, 2003 
(f) Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens/Final October 2, 2003 
(g) Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees/Final – October 8, 2003 
(h) Library Board/Final – October 9, 2003 
(i) Parks & Recreation Advisory Board/Final – October 9, 2003 
(j) Charter Revision Committee/Final – October 21, 2003 
(k) Animal Control Appeal Board/Final – October 22, 2003 
(l) Civic Center Priority Task Force/Final – October 22, 2003 
(m) Youth Council/Final – October 22, 2003 
(n) Planning Commission – Joint Meeting/Draft – October 28, 2003 
(o) Troy Daze/Draft – October 28, 2003 
(p) Planning Commission Special/Draft – November 4, 2003 
(q) Building Code Board of Appeals/Draft – November 5, 2003 
(r) Charter Revision Committee/Draft – November 5, 2003 
(s) Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens/Draft – November 6, 2003 
(t) Planning Commission/Draft – November 11, 2003 
(u) Civic Center Priority Task Force/Draft – November 12, 2003 
(v) Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees/Draft – November 12, 2003 
(w) Library Board/Draft – November 13, 2003 
(x) Parks and Recreation Advisory Board/Draft – November 13, 2003 

G-2 Department Report: 
(a) Troy Museum & Historic Village – Annual Report – Fiscal Year 2002/03 
 
G-3 Announcement of Public Hearings: 
(a) Rezoning Application (Z-518-B) – Kresge Foundation – South Side of Big Beaver Road – 

West of Coolidge Highway – Section 30 – R-1C to O-1 – Scheduled for December 15, 
2003 

 
G-4 Green Memorandums: 
(a) Civic Center Land Ballot Proposal 
(b) Charter Revision Ballot Proposals 
 
G-5 Proposed Proclamations/Resolutions from Other Organizations: 
 
G-6  Calendar 
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G-7  Letters of Appreciation: 
 
(a) Letter from Larry R. Ellis, General-US Army, to Chief Charles Craft Thanking Him for 

Permitting Employees to Serve Active Military Duty as Guardsmen and Reservists in 
Their Companies 

(b) Letter from Frank P. Cardimen, Jr., President – Traffic Improvement Association, to John 
Abraham Thanking Him for His Participation in Their “Early Birds” Meeting 

(c) Thank-you Note from Nancy Bates, Mayor-City of Farmington Hills to Mayor Pryor and 
City Council Members Thanking Them for the Proclamation Sent to Her in Recognition 
of Her Service and Retirement 

(d) Letter from Stanley H. Finsilver, Finsilver/Friedman – Management Corporation, to Mark 
Stimac Thanking Him for His Assistance During Their Site Plan Approval for 
Maggianno’s 

(e) Letter from Janet Muskie to the Troy Police Department in Recognition of Officer Sue 
Hemrod Who Assisted Her When She was Involved in a Car Accident 

(f) Letter from Stanley H. Finsilver, Finsilver/Friedman – Management Corporation, to Mark 
Miller Thanking Him for His Assistance During Their Site Plan Approval for Maggianno’s 

 
G-8  (a) Letter from Joseph Morelli – Papa Romano’s of Troy , Re: Parking to Mayor 

Pryor, City Council, Department Heads and Traffic Committee Members and (b) 
Letter of Response to Joseph Morelli from Mark Stimac – Director of Building and 
Zoning 

 
G-9  Memorandum, Re: Awards for City Cable Productions 
 
G-10  Memorandum and Financial Statements, Re: Downtown Development Authority – 

June 30, 2003 
 
G-11  Memorandum, Re: Peace Garden Committee Status 
 
G-12  Memorandum, Re: Auction – Miscellaneous Equipment & Vehicle Results – 

October 25, 2003 at Big Beaver Center School in Conjunction With and Hosted by 
the Troy School District 

 
G-13  Memorandum, Re: City Council Expense Reports 
 
G-14  Memorandum, Re: Meeting with Senator Shirley Johnson and MEDC Director, Don 

Jakeway – Regarding Funding for Conference Center 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public Comment is limited to people who have not addressed Council during the 1st 
Public Comment section (Rules of Procedure for the City Council, Article 5 (15), as 
amended May 6, 2002). 
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STUDY ITEMS 

It is City Management’s recommendation to recess the Regular meeting at this time and 
to immediately reconvene it in the Council Board Room to provide for a study 
environment. Additionally, it would be recommended that the Mayor request the City 
Clerk to post notice that the City Council meeting has been relocated to the Council 
Board Room. 
 
 
H-1 (a) IT Updates; (b) Commercial Vehicles 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Szerlag, City Manager 
 



Date:  December 1, 2003 
 
To: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: John Szerlag, City Manager 
 Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
 Timothy L. Richnak, Public Works Director 
 
Re:  2004 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
 Application, Subrecipient Agreement and Reprogramming Request 
 
 
RECCOMMENDATION 
The Public Works Department is requesting that the proposed Community Development Block 
Grant Application be approved for program year 2004-2005. We are also requesting approval to 
reprogram unexpended year 2001 funds as detailed below. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The county has advised us to use $199,253.00 as our planning estimate for this program year. 
The following projects are being recommended for the 2004 CDBG program: 
 
Home Chore Program $  70,000.00 
Administration $    5,000.00 
Storm drain construction on Dashwood and 
Lovington Street 

$124,253.00 

     Total                                                        $199,253.00 
 
Attached is the most recent census tract map showing which areas of Troy qualify for CDBG 
funds. If a project is not in the qualified area on the map, we must either qualify individual 
households or do neighborhood surveys. 
 
The program year 2004 CDBG application is due to the County by December 5, 2004. A council 
resolution will be needed to approve the proposed projects for the grant application and 
subrecipient agreement. 
 
In addition, we are also requesting a resolution requesting a reprogramming of the following 2001 
unexpended funds. We originally allocated $39,000.00 to cover the Special Assessment Fee for 
residents on Philatha, Larayne and Hilmore that qualified. We have had 6 residents qualify at a 
total of $21,391.04. Therefore we wish to reprogram the remaining $17,608.96 into the Flood 
Drain Improvements account as follows: 
 
Existing (From): 
Account # Activity Description  Amount 
3616  Special Assessment  $17,608.96 
 
Proposed (To): 
Account# Activity Description  Amount 
2696  Flood Drain Improvements $17,608.96 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by: Vicki Richardson, Solid Waste Coordinator  

City of Troy
C-01



 
 
DATE:   November 21, 2003 

  
 

 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
   Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:  Public Hearing 

Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal 
   1421 Hartwig 
 

 
 

 
On November 19, 2001, Mr. Anthony Benedict received approval from City Council to 
store a Chevy tow truck outdoors at his property at 1421 Hartwig.  That approval was 
granted for a period of two years.  In response to our contact with regards to the status 
of the vehicle, Mr. Benedict has filed a request to have the approval extended for an 
additional period of time.  The appeal requests that a public hearing date be held in 
accordance with the ordinance.  A public hearing has been scheduled for your meeting 
of December 1, 2003. 
 
This request is somewhat unusual in that the vehicle in question, although clearly a 
commercial vehicle, is not used by the owner on a regular basis for commercial 
purposes.  The outdoor storage of the vehicle on residential property does however 
bring up the same concerns regarding use, aesthetics, and impact on the neighborhood. 
 
The existing house on this site is 1176 square feet and there is a 400 square foot 
detached garage.  Section 40.57.04 of the Troy Zoning Ordinance would allow an 
additional 200 square feet of accessory building on this site.  The owner could also 
construct a significant attached garage on the site within the current zoning regulations.  
 
A copy of the application and photo are attached for your reference. 
 
Should you have any questions or require additional information, kindly advise. 
 

City of Troy
C-02















 
 
DATE:   November 19, 2003 
 
 
 
TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
   Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building & Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:  Public Hearing 
   Commercial Vehicle Appeal 
   953 Bridge Park  
 
 
 
 
On July 16, 2003, information was sent to Mr. Yong-Tao Sun that identified restrictions 
related to a commercial vehicle located on residential property.  As part of that 
information, he was advised that the box truck parked on the property did not comply 
with the exceptions found in Chapter 39, Section 40.66.00.  He was given the option to 
remove the vehicle or appeal to City Council for relief of the Ordinance. 
 
In response to our letters, Mr. Sun has filed an appeal.  The appeal requests that a 
public hearing date be held in accordance with the ordinance.  A public hearing has 
been scheduled for your meeting of November 24, 2003. 
 
The existing home on the site has a ground floor area of 2,201 square feet.  The Zoning 
Ordinance would permit up to 1,100 square feet of accessory building on the site.  
However, with the position of the home on the lot, access to the rear of the site by a 
vehicle will be limited. 
 
Should you have any questions or require additional information, kindly advise. 
 
   
 
MS/pr 
 
Attachments 

City of Troy
D-01
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A Regular Meeting of the Troy City Council was held Monday, November 24, 2003, at City Hall, 
500 W. Big Beaver Road. Mayor Pryor called the Meeting to order at 7:32 P.M. 
 
The Invocation was given by Head Priest Janakirama Sastryji – Bharathiya Temple and the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Matt Pryor  
Robin E. Beltramini 
Cristina Broomfield 
David Eisenbacher  
Martin F. Howrylak   
David A. Lambert 
Jeanne M. Stine  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
C-1 Preliminary Planned Unit Development Review – PUD-003 – Sterling Corporate 

Center – North Side of Big Beaver Road – West of I-75 and East of Wilshire 
Drive – Section 21 

 
Resolution #2003-11-597 
Moved by Stine   
Seconded by Lambert  
 
RESOLVED, That the Preliminary Plan for a Planned Unit Development, pursuant to Article 
35.60.01, as requested by Burton-Katzman, for the Sterling Corporate Center Planned Unit 
Development (PUD – 3), located on the north side of Big Beaver Road and on the west side of 
I-75, located in Section 21, within the O-S-C zoning district, being 5.91 acres in size, is hereby 
APPROVED by City Council, as recommended by City Management, the City Planning 
Consultant and the Planning Commission; and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, The proposed PUD meets the location requirements set forth in Article 
35.30.00, A and B.2; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article 35.30.00.C.1, the applicant demonstrated 
quality objectives such as those referred to in Section 35.30.00-B-2.  In the earlier submissions, 
the applicant relied heavily upon these standards primarily related to the building in order to 
justify the PUD.  The revised plan places more emphasis on site improvements that will set a 
positive tone for the Big Beaver corridor.  Furthermore, the applicant has provided a concept 
plan and committed to fund a more detailed design plan for the Big Beaver Corridor; and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article 35.30.00.C.2, the applicant provides a mixture of land 
uses that would otherwise not be permitted, provided that other objectives of this Article are 
met and the resulting development would promote the public health, safety, and welfare.  The 
project has been represented as “mixed use” in nature.  The applicant has indicated in previous 

City of Troy
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documentation that the ground floor will be reserved for commercial uses, including 
restaurants, health facilities, sundry shops, apparel shops, etc.  All of these proposed uses are 
permitted in the underlying O-S-C zoning district, while the restaurant, fronting on Wilshire 
Drive furthers the case for mixed use on the site, in that it would not be permitted in the 
underlying O-S-C zoning district; and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article 35.30.00.C.3, the applicant provides a public 
improvement, or other facility used by the public, which could not otherwise be required, that 
would further the public health, safety, and welfare, or protect existing or future uses from the 
impacts of the proposed uses.  The improvements to the I-75 exit ramp cloverleaf, titled the 
“Gateway Treatment”, and Wilshire Drive are identified public improvements as required.  In 
addition, street trees and pedestrian paving were added to the center median of Wilshire Drive 
and at the east side of Wilshire near the Big Beaver intersection; and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article 35.30.00.C.4, traffic congestion on the site was 
previously improved with the removal of the northeast entry into the garage, the widened exit at 
the bank drive-thru, the enlarged truck loading area and the additional exit lane at the main 
entrance to the site.  The traffic impact study has been provided, and the applicant has 
indicated that all recommendations of the plan will be carried out including lane improvements 
on Big Beaver Road.  Additional modifications have been made to the boulevard access and 
valet drop-off at the request of the City; and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article 35.30.00.C. 7, the PUD is generally in compliance with 
the Future Land Use Plan.  The Future Land Use Plan does not specifically contemplate a 
development that is significantly greater than the intended intensity of the site.  Given the 
location of the site and its relationship to surrounding land use, a building of this size, height 
and intensity would be appropriate, provided there are sufficient benefits afforded by the PUD; 
and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the Preliminary Planned Unit Development consist of the 
project manual, dated November 17, 2003, which contains narratives, reduced plans, and full 
size plans, including the following: 
 

Project Manual (Dated and November 17, 2003): 
  

Sheet P-3 Architectural Survey 
 Sheet P-4 Preliminary Site Plan 
 Sheet P-5 Open Space Plan 
 Sheet P-6 Big Beaver Road Improvements 
 Sheet P-7 Wilshire Drive Improvements 
 Sheet L-1 Preliminary Landscape Plan 
 Sheet L-2 Gateway Landscape Plan 
 Sheet L-3 Preliminary Streetscape Plan 
 Sheet L-4 I-75 Section Plan 
 Sheet L-4a Big Beaver Section Plan 
 Sheet L-5 Big Beaver Road Urban Design Concept Sketch 
 Sheet A-100 Circulation, Lighting and 1st Level Plan 
 Sheet A-101 Lower & Second Level Plan 
 Sheet A-102 Third & Fourth Level Plan 
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 Sheet A-200 North and South Elevations 
 Sheet A-201 East and West Elevations 
 Sheet A-202 Building Sign Elevations and Details 
 Sheet A-203 Building Sign Elevations 
 Sheet A-300 Building Sections 
 Sheet L-100 Site Lighting Plan 
 Sheet L-200 Site Lighting Photometric Plan 
 Sheet L-300 Building Lighting  
 Sheet AR-1 Big Beaver Road Photographic Elevation (day) 
 Sheet AR-2 Big Beaver Road Elevation (night) 
 Sheet AR-3 North and South Elevations 
 Sheet AR-4 East and West Elevations 
 Sheet AR-5 City Wide Elevation 
 Sheet AR-6 Plaza Perspective 
 Sheet AR-7 Wilshire Drive Building Perspective 
 Sheet AR-8 Parking Structure Enlarged Elevations 
 Sheet AR-9 Building Material Examples 
 Sheet AR-10 Building Material Samples  
 
 Full Size Plans (Dated November 17, 2003): 
  

Sheet P-1 Cover Sheet 
 Sheet P-3 Architectural Survey 
 Sheet P-4 Preliminary Site Plan 
 Sheet P-5 Open Space Plan 
 Sheet P-6 Big Beaver Road Improvements 
 Sheet P-7 Wilshire Drive Improvements 
 Sheet L-1 Preliminary Landscape Plan 
 Sheet L-2 Gateway Landscape Plan 
 Sheet L-4 I-75 Section Plan 
 Sheet A-100 Circulation, Lighting and 1st Level Plan 
 Sheet A-101 Lower & Second Level Plan 
 Sheet A-102 Third & Fourth Level Plan 
 Sheet A-103 Floor Plans 
 Sheet A-200 North and South Elevations 
 Sheet A-201 East and West Elevations  
 Sheet A-202 Building Sign Elevations and Details 
 Sheet A-203 Building Sign Elevations 
 Sheet A-300 Building Sections 
 Sheet L-100 Site Lighting Plan 
 Sheet L-200 Site Lighting Photometric Plan 
 Sheet L-300 Building Lighting Plan 
 
Yes: All-7 
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C-2 Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment (ZOTA-180) – Articles 40.57.06, 43.77.00, 
and 43.80.00 – Height Limits for Amateur Radio Antennas 

 
Resolution #2003-11-598 
Moved by Howrylak  
Seconded by Pryor  
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council DIRECTS City Management to DRAFT a Zoning 
Ordinance Text Amendment (ZOTA-180) Articles 40.57.06, 43.77.00 and 43.80.00 – Height 
Limits for Amateur Radio Antennas and brought back for consideration at the Regular City 
Council meeting scheduled for Monday, December 15, 2003 consistent with the following:  
Amateur radio antenna support structures are allowed in the City of Troy up to a height of 75 
feet if used in accordance with the terms of a valid Amateur Radio Service License issued by 
the Federal Communications Commission or permitted under Federal Regulation by a 
reciprocal agreement with a foreign country, provided that: (1) the antenna support structure is 
not used or licensed for any commercial purpose; (2) the antenna support structure must be 
removed if the owner moves and the new resident is not a licensed radio operator; (3) the 
antenna support structure or antenna may not intrude into the setback as if a plane were drawn 
vertically on the setback line; and (4) the support structure or antenna may be permitted in the 
setback area to minimize visual impact, upon special use permit issued by the Troy City 
Council. 
 
Yes: All-7  
 
RECESS: 10:13 PM – 10:38 PM 
 
C-3 Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment (ZOTA-198) – Articles 40.20.00 - Parking 

Requirements 
 
Resolution #2003-11-599 
Moved by Beltramini   
Seconded by Lambert  
 
RESOLVED, That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments for Article XL GENERAL 
PROVISIONS be AMENDED, as recommended by City Management and subject to the 
following additions, a copy of which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting: 
 
Section 40.21.35 – Lecture Facilities (Without fixed seats) - Add “Auditoriums for and Theaters” 
to use classification, eliminate existing standard for “Auditoriums for and Theaters” 
 
Section 40.21.36 – Auditoriums and Theaters – Eliminate Standard (see Section 40.21.35) 
 
Section 40.21.42 - Shopping Center – A minimum of 0 one (1) per 170 two hundred (200) 
square feet of gross floor area, including mall area, service areas and mechanical areas, as 
measured from the outside face of the exterior walls. 
 
When shopping centers have “Places of Assembly” (as defined in Section 04.20.124), the 
parking for such uses shall be in accordance with Section 0.21.30, the extent of such uses shall 
be limited by the following table. The “Maximum Percent of Available Parking” to be used for 
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“Places of Assembly” shall be determined in accordance with their individual requirements as 
provided in the Sections headed by Section 40.21.30. 
 
Places of Assembly   

Maximum Size of  
Center in Sq. Ft. 

Maximum Percent of  
Gross Floor Area 

Maximum Percent of 
Available Parking 

50,000 15% 50% 
100,000 25% 50% 

100,000+ 20% 40% 
Parking for “Places of Assembly” areas exceeding the maximum percent of gross floor area or 
the maximum percent of available parking. 
 
Section 40.21.71 – Business and Professional Offices except as otherwise provided in this 
article – Add “Banks and Other Financial Institutions” to use classification, eliminate existing 
standard for “Banks and Other Financial Institutions.” 
 
Section 40.21.75 - Banks and Other Financial Institutions – (See “Business and Professional 
Offices”, Section 40.21.71) 
 
Section 40.20.11 Off-street parking areas be designed to provide for removal and storage of 
snow. 
 
Section 40.20.13 H. Approvals for the voluntary landbanking of existing underutilized parking 
spaces shall may be granted by the Planning Commission. 
 
Yes: All-7  
 
C-4 Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 953 Bridge Park 
 
Resolution #2003-11- 
Moved by Stine   
Seconded by Beltramini  
 
WHEREAS, Section 44.02.02 of Chapter 39, Zoning, of the Code of the City of Troy provides 
that actions to grant appeals to the restrictions on outdoor parking of commercial vehicles in 
residential districts pursuant to Section 40.66.00 of Chapter 39 of the Code of the City of Troy 
"shall be based upon at least one of the following findings by the City Council: 
 
A. The occurrence of the subject commercial vehicle on the residential site involved is 

compelled by parties other than the owner or occupant of the subject residential site 
(e.g. employer). 

 
B. Efforts by the applicant have determined that there are no reasonable or feasible 

alternative locations for the parking of the subject commercial vehicle. 
 
C. A garage or accessory building on the subject residential site cannot accommodate, or 

cannot reasonably be constructed or modified to accommodate, the subject commercial 
vehicle. 
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D. The location available on the residential site for the outdoor parking of the subject 
commercial vehicle is adequate to provide for such parking in a manner which will not 
negatively impact adjacent residential properties, and will not negatively impact 
pedestrian and vehicular movement along the frontage street(s)."; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Troy has not found that the petitioner has 
demonstrated the presence of condition(s), justifying the granting of a variance: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the request from Mr. Yong-Tao Sun, 953 Bridge 
Park, for waiver of Chapter 39, Section 40.66.00, of the Code of the City of Troy, to permit 
outdoor parking of a box truck in a residential district is hereby DENIED. 
 
Vote on Resolution to Postpone 
 
Resolution #2003-11-600 
Moved by Howrylak    
Seconded by Pryor  
 
RESOLVED, That Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 953 Bridge Park be 
POSTPONED until the Regular City Council Meeting scheduled for Monday, December 1, 
2003. 
 
Yes: Eisenbacher, Howrylak, Pryor, Broomfield  
No: Lambert, Stine, Beltramini  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
C-5 Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 3769 Meadowbrook 
 
Resolution #2003-11-601 
Moved by Beltramini   
Seconded by Broomfield  
 
WHEREAS, Section 44.02.02 of Chapter 39, Zoning, of the Code of the City of Troy provides 
that actions to grant appeals to the restrictions on outdoor parking of commercial vehicles in 
residential districts pursuant to Section 40.66.00 of Chapter 39 of the Code of the City of Troy 
"shall be based upon at least one of the following findings by the City Council: 
 
A. The occurrence of the subject commercial vehicle on the residential site involved is 

compelled by parties other than the owner or occupant of the subject residential site (e.g. 
employer). 

B. Efforts by the applicant have determined that there are no reasonable or feasible 
alternative locations for the parking of the subject commercial vehicle. 

 
C. A garage or accessory building on the subject residential site cannot accommodate, or 

cannot reasonably be constructed or modified to accommodate, the subject commercial 
vehicle. 
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D. The location available on the residential site for the outdoor parking of the subject 
commercial vehicle is adequate to provide for such parking in a manner which will not 
negatively impact adjacent residential properties, and will not negatively impact pedestrian 
and vehicular movement along the frontage street(s)."; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Troy has found that the petitioner has demonstrated 
the presence of the following condition(s), justifying the granting of a variance:    
 
No conditions provided by Council.         . 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the request from Mr. Mazin Nafsu, 3769 
Meadowbrook, for waiver of Chapter 39, Section 40.66.00, of the Code of the City of Troy, to 
permit outdoor parking of a box truck in a residential district is hereby APPROVED until the 
Regular City Council meeting scheduled for Monday, January 5, 2004 at which time the 
petitioner will provide an alternate plan. 
 
Yes: Howrylak, Lambert, Pryor, Beltramini, Broomfield, Eisenbacher  
No: Stine  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
C-6 Parking Variance – 3001 W. Big Beaver 
 
Resolution #2003-11-602 
Moved by Lambert   
Seconded by Stine  
 
WHEREAS, Articles XLIII and XLIV (43.00.00 and 44.00.00) of the Zoning Ordinance provide 
that the City Council may grant variances from the off-street parking requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance upon general findings that: 
 
1. The variance would not be contrary to public interest or general purpose and intent of the 

Zoning Ordinance. 
2. The variance does not permit the establishment of a prohibited use as a principal use within 

a zoning district. 
3. The variance does not cause an adverse effect to properties in the immediate vicinity or 

zoning district. 
4. The variance relates only to property described in the application for variance; and  
 
WHEREAS, Article XLIII (43.00.00) requires that in granting, the City Council shall find that the 
practical difficulties justifying the variances are: 
 
A. That absent a variance, no reasonable use can be made of the property; or 
B. That absent a variance, a significant natural feature would be negatively affected or 

destroyed; or 
C. That absent a variance, public health, safety and welfare would be negatively affected; or 
D. That literal enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance precludes full enjoyment of the permitted 

use and makes conforming unnecessarily burdensome. In this regard, the City Council 
shall find that a lesser variance does not give substantial relief, and that the relief requested 
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can be granted within the spirit of the Ordinance, and within the interests of public safety 
and welfare; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Council finds the above-stated general conditions to be present and finds 
the practical difficulty stated above to be operative in the appeal; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the request from Larry Nemer for waiver of 146 
parking spaces to allow for the construction of a new 250 seat restaurant at the development at 
3001 W. Big Beaver be APPROVED. 
 
Yes: All-7  
 
C-7 Street Vacation Application – Crestfield Avenue and Tallman (fka Taylor) Street, 

within Proposed Crestwood Site Condominiums – North Side of Wattles, East 
of Livernois – Section 15 (SV-184) 

 
Resolution #2003-11-603 
Moved by Beltramini   
Seconded by Stine  
 
WHEREAS, A request has been received for the vacation of the Crestfield Avenue right-of-way, 
which is 50 feet wide and approximately 1374 feet in length, and the Tallman Street right-of-
way, which is 33 feet wide and approximately 353 feet in length, located within the proposed 
Crestwood Site Condominium in Section 15; and 
 
WHEREAS, City Management and the Planning Commission have recommended that this 
street vacation be granted subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. Retention of all necessary easements as required by the City of Troy. 
 
2. Dedication of Wattles and Hanover ultimate right-of-way. 
 
3. Dedication of future right-of-way for the proposed Crestwood Site Condominium. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council concurs with the 
recommendations of City Management and the Planning Commission; and  
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the Crestfield Avenue right-of-way, which is 50 feet wide and 
approximately 1374 feet in length, and the Tallman Street right-of-way, which is 33 feet wide 
and approximately 353 feet in length, located within the proposed Crestwood Site 
Condominium in Section 15, be authorized for vacation, subject to the retention of all necessary 
easements as required by the City of Troy, the dedication of Wattles and Hanover ultimate 
right-of-way and the dedication of future right-of-way for the proposed Crestwood Site 
Condominium. 
 
Yes: All-7  
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PUBLIC COMMENT:   

A. Items on the Current Agenda 
 

F-2 Preliminary Plat – Tentative Approval – Wyngate of Troy Subdivision – East Side of 
Coolidge Highway – North of Square Lake Road – Section 5 – R-1B 

  
Resolution #2003-11-604 
Moved by Stine  
Seconded by Eisenbacher  
 
RESOLVED, That Tentative Approval be granted to the Preliminary Plat of Wyngate of Troy 
Subdivision including 74 lots as submitted to City Council and recommended by City 
Management and the Planning Commission, located on the east side of Coolidge Highway and 
north of Square Lake Road, within Section 5, and the R-1B Zoning District.   
 
Yes: All-7 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS/COUNCIL REFERRALS 

Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for Placement 
on the Agenda: 
 
 
1.  Mayor Pryor – Closed Session Request 
 
Mayor Pryor requested a Closed Session to discuss pending litigation involving the Gosselin 
rubbish dumping case.  However, the attached memorandum from City Attorney Lori Grigg 
Bluhm indicates that this case does not meet the criteria for a Closed Session. 
 
2.  Mayor Pryor – Chapter 48, Litter 
 
Mayor Pryor wishes to discuss changing the operational definition of rubbish that is contained 
in Chapter 48, Litter, of the Troy City Code, which currently reads as follows: 
 
 6.101 Definitions. 
 

(5) “Rubbish” shall mean nonputrescible solid wastes consisting of both combustible 
and non-combustible wastes, such as paper, wrappings, cigarettes, cardboard, tin 
cans, yard clippings, leaves, wood, glass, bedding, crockery and similar materials. 
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3.  Council Member Stine – Resolution Re: Mayor’s Behavior 
 
Council Member Stine submitted the following resolution expressing disapproval of the Mayor’s 
behavior: 
 
Resolution #2003-11- 
Moved by Stine    
Seconded by Howrylak  
 
WHEREAS, Our Mayor has over-stepped the bounds of propriety and has acted outside the 
Charter of the City of Troy; and 
 
WHEREAS, On November 4, 2003, our Mayor did publicly bully, criticize, berate and castigate 
one of Council's employees witnessed by members of the public; and  
 
WHEREAS, Our City Attorney states "a resolution of this matter", the matter of the prosecution 
of Robert Gosselin which was the reason for the tirade, "will likely end the turmoil". The concern 
is not for the prosecution of Robert Gosselin, but for the unseemly behavior of the Mayor; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Charter, Chapter 3, Section 3.8d reads:  “Duties of the Mayor: except as may 
be required by statute, the Mayor shall exercise only such powers as this Charter or the Council 
shall specifically confer upon him”; and 
        
WHEREAS, In addition to the November 4th incident, there have been other instances where 
the Mayor has humiliated staff and been an embarrassment to Council members and residents 
as documented on TV, video tapes of Council meetings; and 
  
WHEREAS, The Mayor has held total disregard for the Charter dealing with Chapter 3, Section 
3.13 which reads:  “Except for the purpose of inquiry, the Council and its members shall deal 
with the administrative service solely through the City Manager and neither the Council nor any 
member thereof shall give orders to any of the subordinates of the City Manager”; and 
  
WHEREAS, The Mayor talks of goals of professional courtesy and respect which he often has 
thrown to the wind when dealing with public participants himself; and  
  
WHEREAS, Because Council has the courage of its convictions, based on the facts, as it 
knows them, it is incumbent upon this body to express its displeasure of the Mayor's disregard 
for common courtesy and the above-cited sections of the City Charter. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Troy regrets the 
need for this action, yet takes this opportunity to express its strong disapproval of the Mayor's 
aforementioned behavior and seeks to pursue the formation of an ethics code as earlier 
recommended by Mayor Pro Tem Lambert.   
  
NOTE: In accordance with the City of Troy Charter Chapter 4 – The Council Procedure and 
Miscellaneous Powers and Duties – Section 4.7 – Organization and Rules of the Council (c), 
“No member of the Council shall vote on any question in which he has a financial interest, other 
than the common public interest, or on any question concerning his own conduct . . . “, Mayor 
Pryor will not vote on this matter. 
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Vote on Amendment 
 
Resolution #2003-11-605 
Moved by Howrylak 
Seconded by Stine  
 
WHEREAS, Our Mayor has over stepped the bounds of propriety and has acted outside the 
Charter of the City of Troy; and 
  
WHEREAS, On November 4, 2003, our Mayor did publicly bully, criticize, berate and castigate 
one of Council's employees witnessed by members of the public; and  
 
WHEREAS, The Charter, Chapter 3, Section 3.8d reads:  “Duties of the Mayor:  except as may 
be required by statute, the Mayor shall exercise only such powers as this charter or the Council 
shall specifically confer upon him”; and 
        
WHEREAS, In addition to the November 4th incident, there have been other instances where 
the Mayor has humiliated staff and been an embarrassment to Council members and residents 
as documented on TV, video tapes of Council meetings; and 
  
WHEREAS, Because Council has the courage of its convictions, based on the facts as it knows 
them, it is incumbent upon this body to express its displeasure of the Mayor's disregard for 
common courtesy and the above-cited sections of the City Charter, 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Troy regrets the 
need for this action, yet takes this opportunity to express its strong disapproval of the Mayor's 
aforementioned behavior and seeks to pursue the formation of an ethics code as earlier 
recommended by Mayor Pro Tem Lambert.   
 
Yes: Howrylak, Lambert, Stine 
No: Beltramini, Broomfield, Eisenbacher, 
Abstain: Pryor   
 
MOTION FAILED 
 
Vote on Substitution Amendment 
 
Resolution #2003-11-606 
Moved by Beltramini  
Seconded by Stine  
 
RESOLVED, That the Resolution Moved by Stine and Seconded by Howrylak be AMENDED 
by INSERTING the following SUBSTITUTED resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, Our Mayor has over-stepped the bounds of propriety when on November 4, 2003, 
he did publicly bully and chastise the City Attorney; and 
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WHEREAS, It is also true that if you allow it, you encourage it; this Council has not taken 
previous action to reprimand any of its members for their bullying and negative, disrespectful 
behavior. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Troy takes this 
opportunity to PLEDGE to the citizens of Troy, its employees, and its business and regional 
partners that we will conduct ourselves in a respectful and courteous manner in all dealings 
with the public, staff and personal relationships. 
 
Yes: All-6 
No: None 
Abstain: Pryor 
 
Vote on Substituted Resolution 
 
Resolution #2003-11-607 
Moved by Stine  
Seconded by Howrylak   
 
WHEREAS, Our Mayor has over-stepped the bounds of propriety when on November 4, 2003, 
he did publicly bully and chastise the City Attorney; and 
 
WHEREAS, It is also true that if you allow it, you encourage it; this Council has not taken 
previous action to reprimand any of its members for their bullying and negative, disrespectful 
behavior. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Troy takes this 
opportunity to PLEDGE to the citizens of Troy, its employees and its business and regional 
partners that we will conduct ourselves in a respectful and courteous manner in all dealings 
with the public, and staff and personal relationships. 
 
Yes: All-6 
No: None 
Abstain: Pryor 

B.  Items Not on the Current Agenda 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – None Submitted 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

F-1  Minutes: Regular Meeting of November 17, 2003 
 
Resolution #2003-11-608 
Moved by Beltramini  
Seconded by Eisenbacher  
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RESOLVED, That the Minutes of the 7:30 PM Regular Meeting of November 17, 2003, be 
APPROVED as AMENDED. 
 
Yes: All-7  

F-3 Dangerous Building – 3360 Kilmer – Sidwell #88-20-22-378-004 – Order to 
Demolish 

  
Resolution #2003-11-609 
Moved by Pryor  
Seconded by Lambert  
 
WHEREAS, The existing home at 3360 Kilmer sustained substantial damage by a fire that 
occurred on April 5, 2003: 
 
WHEREAS, The damage sustained has caused the roof, walls and floor of the structure to 
become weakened to such a point that the structure may potentially collapse: 
 
WHEREAS, The damage sustained has rendered the structure uninhabitable as a single family 
home: 
 
WHEREAS, Sections 4, (1) & (3) of the Dangerous Building Ordinance provide that the City 
Council may render a decision that a building is a dangerous building and therefore should be 
demolished or made habitable upon findings that: 
 
1. The building meets the definition of a dangerous building in that a portion of the building is 

damaged by fire in such a manner that the structural strength or stability of the building is 
appreciably less than it was before the fire and does not meet the minimum requirements of 
the City of Troy ordinances. 

2. The building meets the definition of a dangerous building in that, because of the fire, it is 
likely to partially or completely collapse, or become detached, or some portion of the 
foundation or underpinning of the building or structure is likely to fall or give way. 

3. The building meets the definition of a dangerous building in that, the building, or part of the 
building, is manifestly unsafe for the purpose it is intended to be used. 
 

WHEREAS, The City Council, in a resolution passed at their meeting of October 27, 2003, 
found that the above-stated general conditions to be present and ordered that the structure be 
demolished or made habitable within twenty days;  
 
WHEREAS, The structure has neither been demolished or made habitable in that twenty day 
time period; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the City is hereby AUTHORIZED to take actions 
necessary to have the structure removed; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The cost of such actions shall be borne by the owner of the 
property.  If the owner does not pay such costs, the unpaid balance shall be placed as a lien on 
the property with the Oakland County Registrar of Deeds. 
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Yes: All-7  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS/COUNCIL REFERRALS 

Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for Placement 
on the Agenda: 
 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

G-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: None Submitted 

G-2 Department Reports: None Submitted 
 
G-3 Announcement of Public Hearings: 
(a) Request for Commercial Vehicle Appeal – 1421 Hartwig– Scheduled December 1, 

2003 

 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:36 AM 
 

__________________________________________ 
Matt Pryor, Mayor 
 
 
 

      ______________________________________ 
      Tonni L. Bartholomew, MMC - City Clerk 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Douglas J. Smith, Real Estate & Development Director 
  Dennis C. Stephens, Right of Way Representative 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Acceptance of Permanent Water Main Easement   
 Sidwell #88-20-29-227-016,  
 Michigan Conference Association of Seventh Day Adventists 
 
 
In connection with the development of Regents Park of Troy on Butterfield Drive, 
in Section 29, it was necessary for the developer to obtain a permanent water 
main easement from the Michigan Conference Association of Seventh Day 
Adventists along Butterfield Drive in the name of the City of Troy.  The Real 
Estate and Development Department now has that permanent easement for 
water main.  The consideration on the document is $1.00.   
 
Management recommends that City Council accept the attached easement. 
 
 
cc: Steve Vandette, City Engineer 
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DATE:   November 24, 2003 

  
 

 
TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
   Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:  Request for Temporary Sales/Office Trailer,  

Rochester Commons (Big Beaver Elementary Site) 
 
I have received a request from Mark Karim of Tadian Homes for the placement of a 
temporary office trailer on the site of the Rochester Commons development located on 
the north side of Big Beaver east of Rochester.  The trailer is intended to be used for a 
sales office until their model is completed.  Their request anticipates the need for the 
trailer for twelve months. 
Section 6.41 (3) of Chapter 47 of the Troy City Code allows the City Council to approve 
the placement of mobile offices, for use as a sales office, in residential developments for 
an initial period not to exceed 12 months.  Based upon this provision, the petitioner is 
requesting this item be placed on Council’s agenda for consideration.  
I have attached a copy of his letter and information showing the proposed location of the 
trailer for your information. 
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November 21, 2003 
 
 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Douglas J. Smith, Real Estate & Development Director 
  Dennis C. Stephens, Right of Way Representative 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Acceptance of (1)Permanent Water Main Easement 

and (1) Permanent Sanitary Sewer Easement   
 Sidwell #88-20-35-327-006 
 Becker Stephenson L.L.C. 
 
 
In connection with the development of an office/research parcel on Stephenson 
between 14 Mile and Maple Roads, a permanent water main easement and a 
permanent Sanitary Sewer easement was required from Becker Stephenson 
L.L.C., the developer. The Real Estate and Development Department now has 
obtained these 2 easements. The consideration on each document is $1.00.   
 
Management recommends that City Council accept the attached easements. 
 
 
cc: Steve Vandette, City Engineer 
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November 19, 2003 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
  Gary Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Douglas Smith, Real Estate & Development Director 
  Larysa Figol, Right of Way Representative 
 
RE: Request for Acceptance of a Warranty Deed for Detention Basin 

from Wattles Woods, LLC – Sidwell #88-20-13-426-121 
 
In connection with the development of Wattles Woods Site Condominium, 
located in Section 13, north of Wattles and west of Dequindre, the Real Estate & 
Development Department requests acceptance of the attached Warranty Deed 
for Detention Basin from property owner Wattles Woods, LLC, having Sidwell 
#88-20-13-426-121. 
 
The detention basin has met engineering and construction requirements and has 
been approved by the Streets and Drains Department. The consideration amount 
is $1.00.  Management recommends acceptance of the attached Warranty Deed. 
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WATTLES WOODS DETENTION BASIN 
SECTION 13 

SIDWELL # 88-20-13-426-121 
 

 

Detention Basin – Wattles Woods, LLC
Sidwell #88-20-13-426-121 







November 18, 2003 
 
 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Douglas J. Smith, Real Estate & Development Director 
  Patricia A. Petitto, Senior Right of Way Representative 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Acceptance of Permanent Easements for  
 Larayne Street/Willow Grove Sanitary Sewer  
 Project No. 97.404.3 – Section 11   
 
 
In connection with the installation of a sanitary sewer on Larayne Street 
and Willow Grove, in the northwest ¼ of Section 11, south of Square Lake 
Road and east of Rochester Road, the Real Estate and Development 
Department has acquired permanent easements for sanitary sewer from 
the following property owners: 
 
SIDWELL #   OWNERS    CONSIDERATION 
11-176-046  Joseph C. Dembicki    $1.00 
 
11-176-047  James F. Ford and  
   Marjorie A. Ford    $1.00 
 
 
In order for our Engineering Department to proceed with this project, we 
recommend that City Council accept the attached permanent easements 
for sanitary sewers. 
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November 18, 2003 
 
 
 
 
TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council   
 
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager    
  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 

Douglas J. Smith, Real Estate & Development Director 
Patricia A. Petitto, Senior Right of Way Representative  

 
SUBJECT: Request for Acceptance of Permanent Easements for Storm Drainage &  
  Approval to Pay Consideration - Long Lake Road Improvement Projects,  
  Carnaby to Dequindre - Parcels 52-N (Windmill Properties), 53-N   
  (Windmill Properties, and 54-N (Charter One) 
  Project No. 92.203.5 and Project No. 94.203.5  
 
 
As part of the proposed reconstruction and widening of Long Lake Road from a two-lane 
road to a five-lane road, from Carnaby to Dequindre, the City has received two permanent 
easements for storm drainage and a signed purchase agreement for a third permanent 
easement for storm drainage for the following parcels: 
 

PARCEL # OWNER(S) SIDWELL # ORIGINAL 
APPRAISAL 

FINAL 
COMPENSATION 

52-N Windmill 
Properties 

10-07-300-016 $18,317 $21,980.40 

53-N Windmill 
Properties 

10-07-300-018 $21,654 $26,944.80 

54-N Charter One 
Bank 

10-07-300-019 $8,100 $9,900 

 
These documents were all acquired by Whitenton Real Estate Consultants, the City’s 
appraisal/acquisition contractor for this project. The parcels are located on the north side of 
Long Lake Road, just east of Dequindre in Sterling Heights.  On August 19, 2002, City 
Council authorized unconditioned offers for these easement acquisitions in the original 
appraisal amounts listed above.  The property owners each granted a Right of Entry in 
2002 so the project would not be delayed.  The City’s consultant continued to work with the 
property owners to resolve our differences and recommends acceptance of the attached 
easements and purchase agreement.    
 
Management recommends that City Council accept the documents listed above and 
authorize payment in the final compensation amounts listed above. Monies for the 
acquisition of these easements will come from the voter approved bond issue. 
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DATE:   November 21, 2001 

  
 

 
TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
   Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:  Motion to Reconsider 
   Commercial Vehicle Appeal  
   1820 E. Wattles 
 
 
 
 
Council asked that a motion to reconsider the commercial vehicle appeal granted to Mr. 
Steven Pary at his property at 1820 E. Wattles be placed on the City Council agenda for 
their meeting of December 1, 2003.  As such, we sent out the attached notice to Mr. 
Pary and all property owners within 300 feet of his property. 
 
I have enclosed copies of the original memo and correspondence regarding the appeal 
that was heard in October of 2003.  We will be happy to provide additional information 
on this matter if you desire. 
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DATE:   October 17, 2003 

  
 

 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
   Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:  Public Hearing 
  Commercial Vehicle Appeal Renewal 
   1820 E. Wattles 
  

 
 
On January 22, 2001 Mr. Steven Pary received a variance from City Council to park a 
commercial vehicle on his property at 1820 E. Wattles Road.  That variance had expired 
in January of 2003.  On January 6, 2003 applications were delivered to Mr. Pary to file if 
he wished to request renewal of the appeal.  On May 27, 2003 Mr. Pary filed the 
application for appeal.  However, none of the required photos of the vehicle were 
supplied with the application. On September 4, 2003 Building Department staff was able 
to take photographs of the vehicle on the site.  We now have a complete application and 
bring it forward for your consideration. 
 
A public hearing scheduled for your meeting October 27, 2003 in accordance with 
Section 44.02.01 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
The existing property contains a main structure that has a total area of 1732 square feet 
on a 97’ wide by 300’ deep parcel.  This includes an existing two car garage attached by 
a breezeway.  The Zoning Ordinance would allow up to 866 square feet of accessory 
buildings to be constructed on the site. 
 
Should you have any questions or require additional information, kindly advise. 
 
   
 
MS/pp 
 
Attachments 











 















Date: November 20, 2003 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: John Szerlag, City Manager 
 Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager, Services 
 Steven Vandette, City Engineer 
 Timothy Richnak, Director of Public Works 
  
 
Subject: Engineering Proposal for Modifications to the Section 4 Weir Control 

Structure Plans to Meet Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality Requirements  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is our recommendation that the City of Troy proceed with the proposed revision to 
the original design for the Section 4 Weir Control Structure and Detention Basin to 
be completed by Hubbell, Roth & Clark in accordance with the General Engineering 
Contract, as authorized by City Council Resolution No. 2002-06-379.   
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The original design and permit application was submitted to the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) in April 2003.  Dr. Eugene Jaworski, 
our environmental consultant, assisted with the project design and prepared the 
MDEQ application.  The permit application was denied by the MDEQ because of 
concerns regarding an existing wooded wetland located on the site.   
 
The City of Troy pursued an administrative appeal with the MDEQ regarding this 
permit.  At the August 13, 2003 meeting with MDEQ that included Dr. Jaworski, City 
Engineering, DPW and HRC staffs, a negotiated settlement was reached that 
reduced the impacts to the wooded wetlands.  MDEQ agreed that they would 
approve a permit based on this negotiated settlement.   
 
As stated in the previous correspondence, the weir structure and detention basin 
located on City of Troy property has not been functioning properly for several years.  
Replacement of the non-functioning weir structure and reestablishment of  storm 
water detention will decrease the peak storm flows and help decrease flooding 
problems and bank erosion for the downstream properties in Section 3.   
 
Enclosed with this memo is a copy of the revised proposal for engineering services 
from Hubbell, Roth & Clark to incorporate the MDEQ modifications to design the 
improvements to the existing Weir Control Structure located in Section 4 and 
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provide the additional services for resubmitting the wetland permit  application and 
wetland mitigation plans. 
 
 
 
FUNDING: 
 
The revised engineering proposal is estimated to cost an additional $14,700.00, 
which will not be exceeded without prior authorization and will be paid for out of the 
Capital Drains Account #401516.7989.1000.  Work would commence upon our 
authorization to proceed and would be completed within sixty (60) days.     
 
 
Prepared by Dana Calhoun, Storm Water Engineer 
  











 

 

November 11, 2003 
 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council, 
 
As you continue deliberations regarding the Civic Center site and the conference 
center complex, I would like to recommend that you visit the Ford Motor 
Company Conference and Event Center in Dearborn.  This conference center 
began as the Spirit of Ford Museum, but after an unsuccessful attempt as a 
museum, it was converted in 2002 to a state-of-the-art conference center.  The 
conference center is approximately 100,000 square feet, and can house in its 
Galleria area a large assembly of about 1,000 people with sufficient break out 
rooms to handle this size of crowd.  The breakout rooms are equipped with state-
of-the-art technology for presentations, and most have a large outside access 
door to accommodate large vehicles for product development displays by the 
auto industry.  Overall, the shape and appearance of this facility is similar to what 
might be envisioned for the Troy Civic Center site.  
 
My suggestion, given the studies the DDA has done in the past, is that the Troy 
facility needs to be approximately twice this size to accommodate groups up to 
approximately 2,000 people.  This will take full advantage of attracting state 
association annual meetings and national association regional meetings to Troy.  
A large-scale high-end conference center will require large assembly space that 
can both serve meals and provide exhibit space.  You will see in the Dearborn 
facility, that it is not a large consumer show type facility, as exists today at the 
Novi Expo Center.  The facility doesn’t need to be anywhere close to the size of a 
Palace, which can house 25,000 people at its events. 
 
Therefore, I would like to recommend a trip with the Downtown Development 
Authority, Civic Center Priority Task Force and City Council to visit this particular 
conference center.  It is approximately a 25-minute drive, and their management 
would be happy to host a visit and give a tour of the facilities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Alan Kiriluk 
Downtown Development Authority Chair 
 
AK/pg 
RESOLVED, that City Council join the Downtown Development Authority and 
Civic Center Priority Task Force for a visit to the Ford Motor Company 
Conference and Event Center in Dearborn on 
_____________________________. 
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November 26, 2003 
 
 
 

TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Comments on Proposed Resolution That Would Establish a Task Force  
  to Examine the City’s Spending Priorities and User Fee Policies 
 
 
I appreciate the Council-Manager partnership we’ve established which enables us to 
address issues candidly.  And with reference to establishing a task force to examine our 
spending priorities and user fee policies, I don’t think you should do this for the 
following reasons: 
 
1) Spending priorities and user fee policies are a function of the budgetary 
 process.  And this process is one of your primary responsibilities, which 
 should not be deflected to an advisory task force.   
  
2) The City of Troy is a complex network of diverse disciplines that are blended 

together to produce an effective and efficient organization.  I don’t wish to labor 
over this issue, but if you look at our tax rate, quality of life services, bond rating, 
infrastructure, property values, crime rates, and ratio of population to fulltime 
municipal employees, we are an effective and efficient organization. 

 
 My job as Manager is to provide a balanced budget to you every year,  predicated 

on the goals and values of the community, which are determined by you.  As you 
know, this is a challenge; a challenge I can’t see being made easier for Council or 
staff by adding 15 people to advise on spending priorities and user fee policies. 

 
3) Our theme for the upcoming budget is going to be about the same as last year; 

namely, no new fulltime personnel and no new major Capital initiatives.  
Additionally, discretionary money in our General Fund does not have much 
leeway.  If we look at personal service costs, utilities, and operation and 
maintenance costs, we’re roughly talking about 91% of our total General Fund 
budget being absorbed by these elements.  Thus our spending priorities are pretty 
much take care of. 

 
4) With reference to user fee policies, Council wisely advanced a resolution 

indicating that staff will utilize the “distributive approach” to financing recreation 
programs.  Basically, staff now has the latitude required to implement fees to 
cover the direct costs of programs.  Consideration is given to: what the market 
will bear; user group (youth, disabled, senior citizen, above bodied working 
adults); administration of fee collection; value of program/service to community. 
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The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
~Comments on Proposed Resolution That Would Establish a Task Force   
November 26, 2003 
Page Two 
 
 
 
I believe the genesis of the proposed resolution originated with Mr. Roger Kowalski, so I 
gave him a call.  Roger advised me that it was not his intention that a group be set up to 
study the budget or recommend short-term solutions to our immediate shortfall, as it’s 
Council’s job to review and approve the budget annually (see attached).  Rather, Roger 
believes that a committee should be established to examine long-term revenue sources, 
such as increasing the millage rate, levying a City income tax, millages for specific 
purposes, and anything else they wished to consider.  Personally, I think this is a good 
idea, and Council could establish a committee for this purpose at any time. 
 
If the short-term interest of Council is to gather citizen input on spending priorities and 
user fee programs, then I suggest one or a combination of the following options: 
 
1) Conduct a statistically significant survey through a professional marketing firm 

that will give us a sense of what the community prioritizes in terms of tax rate, 
level of service, capital program spending, and fund balance utilization. 

 
2) The results of our upcoming individual meetings and public meetings will hopefully 

yield a collective prioritization of those elements listed in paragraph 1) above.  We 
can publish those results on the website and place them in our Library for reason 
of obtaining citizen input. 

 
Given the above, an alternate resolution is provided for your consideration that basically 
supplants the task of spending priorities and user fee policies with determining alternate 
revenue sources that will carry us well into the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JS/mr\AGENDA ITEMS\2003\12.01.03 - Alternate Resolution for Task Force 
 
c: John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance & Administration 
 Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services  









TO: Mayor and Members of Troy City Council   
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Carolyn F. Glosby, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: November 26, 2003 

  
  

SUBJECT: Privately funded religious displays on City owned property  
 

 

At the request of Councilman Lambert, our office has researched the possibility of 
allowing privately funded religious displays on City owned property. Under the First 
Amendment Establishment Clause, the City is forbidden from taking official action 
respecting an establishment of religion or barring its free exercise.  The three-prong test, 
articulated by the U.S. Supreme Court in Lemon v. Kurtzman 1, sets forth the relevant 
questions to determine whether a governmental activity would violate the Establishment 
Clause:         

 
§ Does the government action have a secular purpose?  
§ Does the government action have the primary effect of advancing or 

inhibiting religion?  
§ Does the government action have the primary effect of fostering 

entanglement with religion?  
 
Based on Lemon, any policy allowing religious displays on public property should 

have the following elements:   
 
§ The display must have a secular purpose.  The recognition of a holiday 

season in generic terms is acceptable, and would require the inclusion of 
non-religious holiday items (such as trees or Santa figures or bells, etc.), 
and also encourage the inclusion of items from more than one religion 
(such as a menorah and a nativity scene, etc.).      

§ The display must be located in areas traditionally considered to be a public 
forum, consistently open to the public, and used for assembly, 
communication and discussion of public questions by citizens. 

§ The display must be WHOLLY funded by the private sector, and would 
ideally include costs underwritten by permit fees (such as electricity used 
for illumination).  

§ There should be signs accompanying the exhibit stating that it is erected by 
a private entity, and that its presence does not constitute the City’s 
endorsement of the entity or the display. 

§ The displays should ideally be of a temporary nature.  The Ten 
Commandments monument, which was carved from granite and weighed 
over 5,000 pounds was clearly meant to be permanent, and was recently 
determined unconstitutional in Alabama.   

                                                 
1 Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 US 602, 91 S. Ct. 2105, 29 L..Ed.2d 745 (1971).  
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§ The placement of any religious symbols should not be in a preferential or 
predominant position.  It is preferable to locate a crèche with “Seasons 
Greeting” banners, wreaths, toy soldiers, or other secular symbols.  2   

 
It is our recommendation that ALL of the above referenced items be included in a 

policy that would allow privately funded religious displays on City owned property.  In 
addition, it is our recommendation that there be an application procedure for the use of 
our public property.  The City of Troy’s Application for a Special Event permit (attached) 
could be used to identify the responsible organization and the time, extent, and duration 
of the display.     

 
 There is a fairly recent U.S. Supreme Court case that has held the absence of 

one or more of the above referenced safeguards does not automatically result in an 
unlawful violation of the Establishment Clause.  In Capitol Square v. Pinette, the majority 
of the U. S. Supreme Court allowed the Ku Klux Klan to place a cross on the capital 
square, since they were using a public forum that was available equally to all, regardless 
of the content of speech. 3   In that case, any private group could apply to use the public 
square in the capitol city of Columbus Ohio.  The approval of the special event permit 
was based on the satisfaction of safety and sanitation concerns and also making sure 
that a use would not interfere with other uses of the square.    

 
This allows the potential use of a public forum with less of the safeguards set forth 

in Lemon v. Kurzman.  Applicants could fill out a special event application, such as the 
one already used by the City of Troy, to use the public forum for a private religious 
display.  Special use applications should be filled out, however, to verify that any display 
will be safe, sanitary, and will not unduly interfere with other uses of the public forum.   
The City of Birmingham has enacted a policy that is attached for your review.   
Birmingham’s policy requires an extensive application, and a minimum 90 days for 
processing.   

  
If City Council chooses to allow privately funded religious displays on public 

property, it is our recommendation that a policy incorporate all of the factors articulated 
by the Lemon test to make sure there is no violation of the First Amendment 
Establishment Clause.          

 
Please let me know if we can be of further assistance.  
  

                                                 
2 Jocham v. Tuscola Co.,239 F. Supp. 2d 714 (2003), Doe v. City of Clawson, 915 F.2d 244 (6th Circuit 
1990).   
3 Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board v. Pinette, 515 US 753, 132 Led 2d 650, 115 S.Ct. 2440 
(1995).   





























TROY YOUTH COUNCIL -  FINAL MINUTES   August 27, 2003 
 
 

 1 

A meeting of the Troy Youth Council (TYC) was held on Wednesday, Wednesday August 27, 
2003 at 7:00 P.M., at City Hall in the Lower Level Conference Room.  Catherine Herzog called 
to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Emily Burns 

Allister Chang 
Chris Cheng  
Min Chong 
Juliana D'Amico  
Monika Govindaraj 
Eric Gregory (arr. 7:25)* 
Catherine Herzog 
Maniesh Joshi  
Andrew Kalinowski (arr. 7:25)* 
Christina Krokosky (arr. 7:25)* 
David Vennettilli 
Manessa Shaw (arr. 7:25)* 
YuJing Wang 
 
* One of the meeting email notifications contained 
7:30 as the meeting time.  This was an error. 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Raymond Deng 
Matthew Michrina 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
                                            
1. Roll Call 
 
 
2. Approval of Minutes from 5/28/03 and 6/18/03 
 
   Resolution # TY-2003-08-009 
Moved by Chong 
Seconded by Cheng 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the May 28, 2003 and June 18, 2003  meetings be approved. 
 
Yes:  All – 10 
No:  None 
Absent:         Deng, Gregory, Kalinowski, Krokosky, Michrina, Shaw 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
3. Attendance Report: None to report.  This was the first meeting of the fiscal year. 
 
4. Invitation to Opening of Library & Teen Resource Center: Noted and filed 
 
5. TYC Meetings Now Televised (aired on Channel 10 or 53; Tuesdays @ 7 PM) 
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TROY YOUTH COUNCIL -  FINAL MINUTES   August 27, 2003 
 
 

 2 

 
6. Troy Daze Booth: As previously discussed TYC members will help staff the booth.  Sign-in 

sheet distributed by Emily Burns.  T-shirts have been ordered.  The TYC engaged in a 
brainstorming exercising of “Top Ten Lists” for youth (Things to Do and Volunteer 
Opportunities).  These lists will be raw material for a flyer to be distributed at Troy Daze. 

 
7. Troy Daze Parade 
 
   Resolution # TY-2003-08-010 
 Moved by D’Amico 
 Seconded by Joshi 
 
RESOLVED, that the TYC will participate in the Troy Daze Parade.  Fitzpatrick to submit 
application. 
 
Yes:  All – 14 
No:  None 
Absent:         Deng, Michrina 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
8. Future Speakers: Fitzpatrick is securing speaker(s) from the Police Department for the Fall 
 
9. Motion to Excuse Absent Members (Deng and Michrina): None because prior notification 

was not received. 
 
10. Youth Council Comments:  
 

Topics Submitted by Gregory – due to his absence these will be raised again at the next 
meeting. 

a. Goal Setting Meeting: Fitzpatrick to bring back information about other 
boards/committee and goal setting 

b. Liaison/Getting Voice Heard by Others: Attending meetings of other Boards and 
Committees is an option available to TYC members. 

c. Size of the Youth Council 
 

    Resolution # TY-2003-08-011 
 Moved by Chong 
 Seconded by Herzog 
 
RESOLVED, that the TYC will reduce its size from 20 members to 16 members, AND that size 
and transitioning for new members will be a topic for future study. 
 
Yes:  All – 13 
No:  None 
Absent:         Deng, Krokosky. Michrina 
MOTION CARRIED 
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Reminder Next Meeting: Sept 17th  7:00 P.M. 

Location: Community Center, Room 503 
  

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Catherine Herzog, Co-chair 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 



ANIMAL CONTROL APPEAL BOARD MINUTES – DRAFT        September 3, 2003     
 

Page 1 of 1 

+A regular meeting of the Animal Control Appeal Board was scheduled to be held on 
Wednesday, September 3, 2003 at 7:30 P.M. in Conference Room C of Troy City Hall, 
500 West Big Beaver Road.   
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
  PRESENT: Jayne Saeger, Chairperson 
    Al Petrulis 
    Sergeant Robert Kowalski 
    Pat Gladysz 
 
  ABSENT:  Kathleen Melchert, Vice Chairperson 
    V. James Viola, Secretary 
    Harriet Barnard 
 
 
There were not enough Committee members present to form a quorum and hold a 
meeting. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 3, 2004 at 7:30 P.M. in 
Conference Room C. 
 
 
  
 
      __________________________________ 
      Jayne Saeger, Chairperson 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Patricia A. Gladysz, Clerk-Typist 
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TROY YOUTH COUNCIL -  FINAL MINUTES   September 17, 2003 
 
 

 1 

A meeting of the Troy Youth Council (TYC) was held on Wednesday, September 17, 2003 at 
7:00 P.M., at the Community Center.  Christina Krokosky called the meeting to order at 7:07 
p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Emily Burns 

Min Chong 
Raymond Deng (arr. 7:12 PM) 
Monika Govindaraj 
Eric Gregory (arr. 7:20 PM) 
Catherine Herzog 
Maniesh Joshi  
Andrew Kalinowski  
Christina Krokosky 
Matthew Michrina (arr. 7:30 PM) 
David Vennettilli 
Manessa Shaw  
YuJing Wang 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Allister Chang 
 Juliana D'Amico 

Chris Cheng 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
                                            
1. Roll Call 
2. Approval of Minutes from 8/27/03 
 
   Resolution # TY-2003-09-010 
Moved by Herzog 
Seconded by Wang 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the 8/27/03  meeting be approved. 
 
Yes:  All – 10 
No:  None 
Absent:        Chang, Cheng, D’Amico, Deng, Gregory, Michrina, Shaw 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
3. Attendance Report: Noted and Filed 
4. Co-Chairs & Secretaries for 2003-04 

Sept, Oct: Chairs: Krokosky, Kalinowski; Secretary: Govindaraj 
Nov, Dec: Joshi, Chong; Secretary: Burns 
Jan, Feb: Shaw, Herzog; Secretary: Krokosky 
Mar, April: Wang, Vennettilli; Secretary: ? 
May, June: Chong, ? Secretary: Herzog 

 
5. Troy Daze Re-cap: Booth and Parade – ideas for next year 
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6. Civic Center Priority Task Force Report: Herzog and Shaw lead a discussion 
 
   Resolution # TY-2003-09-011 
Moved by Shaw 
Seconded by Chong 
 

RESOLVED, That the TYC recommends the following five priorities: 
1. Outdoor Ice Rink 
2. Fountain 
3. Walking Path 
4. Amphitheater 
5. Picnic Area 

 
Yes:  All – 13 
No:  None 
Absent:         Chang, Cheng, D’Amico 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
7. For Future Meetings: 

October: Police Department Tour and Speaker 
November/December: Goal Setting 
December: Charity Basket for Family in Need; Chong to coordinate 

 
8. ABSENT MEMBERS 
   Resolution # TY-2003-09-012 
Moved by Kalinowski 
Seconded by Chong 
 
RESOLVED, That Chang and D’Amico be excused. 
 
Yes:  All – 13 
No:  None 
Absent:         Chang, Cheng, D’Amico 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
9. Youth Council Comments 

Reminder Next Meeting: Oct 22nd  7:00 P.M. 
Location: Police Station 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Christina Krokosky, Co-chair 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
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A Regular Meeting of the Troy Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities was 
held Wednesday, October 1, 2003, at the lower conference room at City Hall.  Leonard 
Bertin called the Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
Present:  L. Bertin, member  S. Burt, alternate 
   N. Johnson, member P. Manetta, alternate  
   D. Kuschinsky, member D. Pietron, member 
   J. Rodgers, member    G. Yau, student 
  
Also               M. Grusnick, staff 
Present:  M. McGinnis, staff 
 
Absent: C. Buchanan, member A. Done, member 
   K. Gauri, member  D. House, member 
   J. Shah, alternate 
 
ITEM B – APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2003 
 
Johnson made a motion that the Minutes of September 3, 2003 be approved.  
Supported by Burt.  All voted in favor. 
 
ITEM C – VISITORS, DELEGATIONS AND GENERAL PUBLIC 
 
ITEM D – NEW BUSINESS 
 
M. Grusnick reported on how the City of Troy voting precincts are complying with HAVA 
Legislation for the State of Michigan.  The Clerk’s office has confirmed that at the time 
the voting precincts were changed from schools to churches, all precincts were visited 
and found to comply with HAVA standards. Bertin commented that at the last election 
he was seated at a table with no screen for privacy. Bertin stated that this legislation is 
more concerned with voting machine issues and privacy issues than accessible into the 
building.   
 
Bertin spoke to Matt Beodery, with the Oakland and Macomb Center for Independent 
Living.  Mr. Beodery is interested in mass transit in the area and may come to the 
November meeting of this Committee to discuss changes in mass transit in this area.  
He would like this Committee to petition City Council to ask the State to consider less 
road expansion and to spend more money on mass transit. 
 
Bertin has suggested to City Council that a member of the Advisory Committee for 
Disabilities become a member of the Parks and Recreation Board.  It was suggested by 
City Council that the two Committees have a joint meeting to discuss if this would be 
plausible.  Bertin is concerned that there is not enough representation of disabilities on 
the Parks and Recreation Board. 
 

City of Troy
G-01



ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES – DRAFT – OCT 2003 

 2

 
 
 
On October 9, 2003, there will be a joint meeting of the Troy Parks and Recreational 
Committee and the Advisory Board of Persons with Disabilities.  This meeting will be 
held at the Troy Community Center at 7:30 p m.  Bertin suggested that this Committee 
should provide the Parks and Recreation Committee with any agenda items it would like 
to discuss before that date.   
 
This Committee believes the following items need to be discussed by both boards: 
 

1. Accessibly of facilities 
2. Accessibly in programming 
3. Committees knowledge of ability and function 
4. Update on Rotary Club contribution (will money be available from Rotary Club if 

name of park is not changed). 
 
Members of the Disabilities Committee that will attend meeting are Bertin, Burt, 
Johnson,  Manetta and Pietron.  Members of the Committee that were absent for the 
October meeting will be called to see if they will attend. 

 
  
ITEM E – REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Members of this Committee to attend City Council meetings for the month of October 
are as follows: 
 
October   6, 2003  – Susan Buchanan and Grace Yau 
October 20, 2003 – Dorothy Pietron  
 
ITEM F – OLD BUSINESS 
 
The Ability Expo that was held on Thursday night of the Troy Daze weekend was a 
great success.  The following are some of the suggestions from vendors and guest that 
would improve the event. 
 
Locate food and rides nearer tent. 
Locate parking and bathrooms nearer tent. 
Locate the tent at the tennis courts. 
The display people should have been there earlier when senior citizens were there. 
Expand vendors. 
Bertin to delegate more duties. 
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ITEM G – INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
Bertin has been invited to attend the meeting of the Ferndale Committee for Persons 
with Disabilities on October 9, 2003.  As this is the same evening as the joint meeting of 
the Troy Parks and Recreation and the Troy Advisory Committee for Persons with 
Disabilities, Bertin will ask if he can attend in November instead. 
 
Mike Harris is trying to get an Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities started 
in Westland, MI.  Bertin will tele conference the meeting October 2003. 
 
Monica Smith, Miss Wheelchair Michigan, has interest in having a Miss Wheelchair 
Pageant in Troy.  Cindy Stewart of the Community Affairs Department for the City is 
also interested in having this event in Troy.  Bertin would like to have Monica Smith and 
Cindy Stewart come to a meeting soon to discuss the possibly. 
 
 
ITEM H – Adjourn 
 
Rodgers made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Pietron seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
   
                                                      
 
                                                    __________________________________________ 
                                                    Leonard Bertin 
                                                    Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
                                                    ___________________________________________ 
                                                    Mary McGinnis 
                                                    Recording Secretary 
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A Regular Meeting of the Troy Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities was 
held Wednesday, October 1, 2003, at the lower conference room at City Hall.  Leonard 
Bertin called the Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
Present:  L. Bertin, member  S. Burt, alternate 
   N. Johnson, member P. Manetta, alternate  
   D. Kuschinsky, member D. Pietron, member 
   J. Rodgers, member G. Yau, student 
  
Also               M. Grusnick, staff 
Present:  M. McGinnis, staff 
 
Absent: C. Buchanan, member A. Done, member 
   K. Gauri, member  D. House, member 
   J. Shah, alternate 
 
ITEM B – APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2003 
 
Johnson made a motion that the Minutes of September 3, 2003 be approved.  
Supported by Burt.  All voted in favor. 
 
ITEM C – VISITORS, DELEGATIONS AND GENERAL PUBLIC 
 
ITEM D – NEW BUSINESS 
 
M. Grusnick reported on how the City of Troy voting precincts are complying with HAVA 
Legislation for the State of Michigan.  The Clerk’s office has confirmed that at the time 
the voting precincts were changed from schools to churches, all precincts were visited 
and found to comply with HAVA standards. Bertin commented that at the last election 
he was seated at a table with no screen for privacy. Bertin stated that this legislation is 
more concerned with voting machine issues and privacy issues than accessible into the 
building.   
 
Bertin spoke to Matt Beodery, with the Oakland and Macomb Center for Independent 
Living.  Mr. Beodery is interested in mass transit in the area and may come to the 
November meeting of this Committee to discuss changes in mass transit in this area.  
He would like this Committee to petition City Council to ask the State to consider less 
road expansion and to spend more money on mass transit. 
 
Bertin has suggested to City Council that a member of the Advisory Committee for 
Disabilities become a member of the Parks and Recreation Board.  It was suggested by 
City Council that the two Committees have a joint meeting to discuss if this would be 
plausible.  Bertin is concerned that there is not enough representation of disabilities on 
the Parks and Recreation Board. 
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On October 9, 2003, there will be a joint meeting of the Troy Parks and Recreational 
Committee and the Advisory Board of Persons with Disabilities.  This meeting will be 
held at the Troy Community Center at 7:30 p m.  Bertin suggested that this Committee 
should provide the Parks and Recreation Committee with any agenda items it would like 
to discuss before that date.   
 
This Committee believes the following items need to be discussed by both boards: 
 

1. Accessibly of facilities 
2. Accessibly in programming 
3. Committees knowledge of ability and function 
4. Update on Rotary Club contribution (will money be available from Rotary Club if 

name of park is not changed). 
 
Members of the Disabilities Committee that will attend meeting are Bertin, Burt, 
Johnson,  Manetta and Pietron.  Members of the Committee that were absent for the 
October meeting will be called to see if they will attend. 

 
  
ITEM E – REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Members of this Committee to attend City Council meetings for the month of October 
are as follows: 
 
October   6, 2003  – Susan Buchanan and Grace Yau 
October 20, 2003 – Dorothy Pietron  
 
ITEM F – OLD BUSINESS 
 
The Ability Expo that was held on Thursday night of the Troy Daze weekend was a 
great success.  The following are some of the suggestions from vendors and guest that 
would improve the event. 
 
Locate food and rides nearer tent. 
Locate parking and bathrooms nearer tent. 
Locate the tent at the tennis courts. 
The display people should have been there earlier when senior citizens were there. 
Expand vendors. 
Bertin to delegate more duties. 
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ITEM G – INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
Bertin has been invited to attend the meeting of the Ferndale Committee for Persons 
with Disabilities on October 9, 2003.  As this is the same evening as the joint meeting of 
the Troy Parks and Recreation and the Troy Advisory Committee for Persons with 
Disabilities, Bertin will ask if he can attend in November instead. 
 
Mike Harris is trying to get an Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities started 
in Westland, MI.  Bertin will tele conference the meeting October 2003. 
 
Monica Smith, Miss Wheelchair Michigan, has interest in having a Miss Wheelchair 
Pageant in Troy.  Cindy Stewart of the Community Affairs Department for the City is 
also interested in having this event in Troy.  Bertin would like to have Monica Smith and 
Cindy Stewart come to a meeting soon to discuss the possibly. 
 
 
ITEM H – Adjourn 
 
Rodgers made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Pietron seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
   
                                                      
 
                                                    __________________________________________ 
                                                    Leonard Bertin 
                                                    Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
                                                    ___________________________________________ 
                                                    Mary McGinnis 
                                                    Recording Secretary 
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Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens 
 

A Regular meeting of the Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens was held on Thursday, 
October 2, 2003 at the Troy Community Center.  Chairman David Ogg called the meeting to 
order at 10 AM. 
 
Present: David Ogg, Chairman Jo Rhoads, Member 
 Ed Forst, Vice-Chairman Jane Crowe, Member  
 Bill Weisgerber, Member Merrill Dixon, Member    
 Steven Banch, Member Carla Vaughan, Staff   
 JoAnn Thompson, Member       
  
Absent:      None 
   
Visitors:  Paula Fleming, Mary Kerwin, Carl Simmons, Danny Bogush    
 
 
Approval of Minutes   
 
Resolution # SC-2003-10-001 
Moved by Jo Rhoads 
Seconded by Jane Crowe 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of Sept. 4, 2003 be approved as submitted. 
 
Yes:  9   
No:  0   
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Addition of Goals of Meeting Item to Agenda 
 
Resolution # SC-2003-10-002 
Moved by Bill Weisgerber 
Seconded by:  None 
 
MOTION DENIED 
 
Addition of September 22 Council Meeting Item to Agenda 
 
Resolution # SC-2003-10-003 
Moved by Bill Weisgerber 
Seconded by Marie Hoag 
 
RESOLVED, That an item about the September 22 Council meeting be added to the agenda 
under new business at Bill Weisgerber’s request. 
 
Yes:  9   
No:  0   

City of Troy
G-01



ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS – FINAL                            Oct. 2, 2003 

2 

 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Addition of Promotion of Meetings and Cable TV Viewing of Meetings Item to Agenda 
 
Resolution # SC-2003-10-004 
Moved by Bill Weisgerber 
Seconded by Ed Forst 
 
RESOLVED, That an item about the promotion of meeting attendance and cable TV viewing of 
meetings be added to the agenda under new business at Bill Weisgerber’s request. 
 
Yes:  9   
No:  0   
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Addition of Troy Citizens Academy Item to Agenda 
 
Resolution # SC-2003-10-005 
Moved by Bill Weisgerber 
Seconded by JoAnn Thompson 
 
RESOLVED, That an item about the Troy Citizens Academy be added to the agenda under 
new business at Bill Weisgerber’s request. 
 
Yes:  9   
No:  0   
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Visitor Comments 
 
Mary Kerwin commented that she and Paula Fleming were attending the meeting again this 
month to help establish a link between the seniors and the school district. 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Troy Daze Parade:  Bill Weisgerber led a discussion about senior involvement in the Troy 
Daze Parade and Senior Sensation Day.  The following items were discussed:  the confusion 
about where to park for the parade, how to pay for signs for the parade, seating in the tent for 
lunch for Senior Sensation Day, table covers for lunch, signs for parking, and a sign outside 
the tent for identification.   
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Letter of Appreciation to Carl Simmons:  David Ogg will send thank you letters to the 
appropriate people involved in Troy Daze. 
 
Civic Center Task Force:  David Ogg reported that there are 13 people on the committee and 
they will prioritize what the public wants based on the money available and whether or not 
some of the land is sold.  An outdoor skating rink and sled hill are high on the list. 
 
New Business 
 
September 22 Council Meeting:  Bill Weisgerber encouraged everyone to watch a tape of the 
meeting and commented that there does not yet seem to be a policy regarding fees for senior 
programs. 
 
Promotion of the Senior Advisory Meetings and Cable TV Showings of the Meetings:  
Bill Weisgerber led a discussion about how to increase awareness of the committee and what 
it does.  Business cards will be made up for committee members to hand out that tell when and 
where the meetings are and when they are shown on cable TV. 
 
Citizens Academy:  Bill Weisgerber suggested that committee members would benefit from 
attending the Citizens Academy.  JoAnn Thompson reported that she has already attended 
and it was very interesting.  David Ogg is attending now. 
 
Reports 
 
Park Board:  Merrill Dixon reported that the Park Board discussed the proposal by the Rotary 
Club to build an accessible playground, where to locate a cricket field, and their association 
with the Committee for Persons with Disabilities.  
 
Medi-Go:  Jo Rhoads handed out new Medi-Go Plus brochures and said that they are 
considering adding trips to support groups as one of their destinations.  
 
Lunch Attendance:  There were 1232 meals served on 22 days at the Community Center in 
July.   The average donation was $1.70.  1583 homebound meals were delivered.  There were 
1241 meals served on 21 days at the Community Center in August.   The average donation 
was $1.77.  1592 homebound meals were delivered.   Carla reported that in order to control 
the number of signs posted in the building, the building supervisor would rather not post 
another copy of the menu outside the dining room since it is already posted by the other door.    
360 seniors in 24 different groups that meet either right before or right after lunch were 
surveyed about their preferences regarding the time to serve lunch.  137 responses were 
received.  24% would like to go back to serving lunch at noon and calling numbers.  46% 
preferred keeping the cafeteria line open over a period of time as we are doing now.  5% 
suggested a slight variation on the time.  And 25% indicated that they would not eat here 
regardless of the time, mainly due to the fact that they are on a special diet or they do not find 
the food appealing.  Based on these findings, we have decided to keep the lunch line open 
from 11:45-12:30 pm and call table numbers on Fridays only.    
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Senior Program Report:  Carla reported that Creative Endeavors is up to 87 vendors and is 
now open on Monday evenings.  A $600 donation was received for marketing for the store.  
There are 240 seniors enrolled in senior fitness classes this fall plus another 60 to 80 who 
attend drop-in fitness classes.  45 seniors came to the Community Center to have documents 
shredded at a free program last Monday.  The hours for the drop-in computer lab have 
expanded from 6 to 9 hours per week and include one and one-half hours that will be staffed 
by students from Athens High School’s Project LEAD.  We offer classes 12 to 16 hours per 
week.  Bill Weisgerber asked about identifying donors to the senior program.      
    
OLHSA:  JoAnn Thompson reported that she did not attend the last meeting as she was 
attending a training program, but she is now certified by the Karmanos Institute as a breast 
cancer speaker and is available to speak. 
 
Suggestions   
 
David Ogg received a suggestion about starting a woodworking shop.  Carla will investigate. 
 
Member Comments 
 
None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
David Ogg, Chairman 
 
 
 
Carla Vaughan, Secretary 
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A meeting of the Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 
October 8, 2003, at Police Administrative Offices, 500 W. Big Beaver Road,  
Troy, MI.  The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 

 
TRUSTEES PRESENT: Mark Calice  (Arrived 3:10) 
 Charles Campbell 
 Thomas Houghton, Chair 

David A. Lambert 
 John M. Lamerato  
 John Szerlag   
 
TRUSTEES ABSENT: Robert Crawford    
                
ALSO PRESENT: Laura Fitzpatrick 
   
 
MINUTES 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 - 10- 034 
Moved by Lamerato 
Seconded by Campbell 
 
RESOLVED, That the minutes of the September 10, 2003 meeting be approved.  
 
Yeas:  All 5 
Absent:  Calice, Crawford 
 
 
RETIREMENT REQUEST 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 - 10- 035 
Moved by Szerlag 
Seconded by Lambert 
 
RESOLVED, That the retirement request of David L. Swanson, DB, 12/20/03, 36 years, 3 
months be approved. 
 
Yeas:  All 5 
Absent:  Calice, Crawford 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS- PRIOR GOVERNMENTAL RETIREMENT SERVICE 
 
The Board received and filed a listing of employees qualifying for prior governmental 
services, which will be attached to the original minutes of this meeting. 
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OTHER BUSINESS – RETIREE REPRESENTATION ON BOARD 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 - 10- 036 
Moved by Szerlag 
Seconded by Campbell 
 
RESOLVED, That this item be postponed until the next meeting. 
 
Yeas:  All 5 
Absent:  Calice, Crawford 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS – REVIEW OF INVESTMENT ALLOCATIONS 
 
Steve Gasper of UBS will review current equity allocations at the November Board Meeting. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS –DRO - BELWOOD 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 - 10- 037 
Moved by Lamerato 
Seconded by Lambert 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board will authorize the distribution of retirement benefits for Kenneth 
Belwood according to the DRO. 
 
Yeas:  All 6 
Absent: Crawford 
 
 
INVESTMENTS 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 - 10- 038 
Moved by Calice 
Seconded by Campbell 
 
RESOLVED, That the following investments be purchased:  Purchase $500,000 Ford Motor 
Credit Notes 5.0% due 10/20/08. 
 
Yeas:  All 6 
Absent: Crawford 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES –Final October 08, 2003 
 
 

 3

 
EXCUSE ABSENT MEMBERS 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 – 10 - 039 
Moved by Houghton 
Seconded by Szerlag 
 
 
RESOLVED, That Robert Crawford be excused. 
 
Yeas:  All 6 
Absent: Crawford 
 
 
The next meeting is November 12, 2003 at 3:00 p.m. at the Police/Fire Training Center, 4850 
John R. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Robert Crawford, Vice Chairman 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
John M Lamerato, Secretary 
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LIBRARY BOARD MINUTES - FINAL OCTOBER 9, 2003 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Troy Library Board was held Thursday, October 9, 2003 at the 
Office of the Library Director.  Joanne Allen, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 
7:30 P.M.   
 
 
ROLL CALL PRESENT: Joanne Allen 
   Lynne Gregory 
   Nancy Wheeler 
   Audre Zembrzuski 
   Steve Zhang, Student Rep. 
   Brian Stoutenburg, Library Director 
 
  ABSENT: Brian Griffen 
 
             
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given. 
 
 
Due to personal commitments, Griffen was unable to attend. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-10-001 
Moved by Gregory 
Seconded by Wheeler 
 
RESOLVED, That Brian Griffen’s absence be excused 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Wheeler, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-10-002 
Moved by Wheeler 
Seconded by Gregory 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of September 11, 2003 be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Wheeler, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Reviewed Agenda entries 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-10-003 
Moved by Zembrzuski 
Seconded by Wheeler 
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RESOLVED, That the Agenda be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Wheeler, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
The Behavior Policy was discussed. Stoutenburg will draft a comprehensive new policy 
that will cover the Library’s commitment to providing an atmosphere where people of all 
ages may come to read, browse, do research, or study; list specific guidelines for 
prohibited behaviors and the consequences for disruptive behavior; list guidelines for 
staff while handling problem patrons/situations; unattended children; and theft of library 
materials.  In addition the three issues of drinking, eating and cell phone use in the 
library will be dealt with specifically through signs throughout the building indicating in a 
positive tone that drinks will be allowed with covers only, food will be allowed only in 
designated areas (lobby, café), and cell phones need to be set to vibrate and calls 
placed or taken in designated areas only (lobby, café). 
 
Allen appointed Gregory to represent the Troy Public Library on the Suburban Library 
Cooperative Board. 
 
REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
Director’s report.  
The Birthday Book Club program that was suggested by Gregory is active.  A book can 
be dedicated to a child in honor of their birthday for $10.00.  The annual HAPLR Index 
library rankings showed that for statistics reported in 2002, the Troy Public Library 
ranked 40th nationally when compared to libraries of comparative size, and 5th in 
Michigan of libraries serving populations of 50,000 or more. 
  
Board Member comments. 
Wheeler asked about the One Book/One Community program at the Cooperative and 
why we didn’t participate.  Stoutenburg will have staff investigate what other Oakland 
County Libraries are doing and the costs and success of the programs.  A seminar on 
the Patriot Act that was attended by several Board members was very informative.  A 
discussion of our membership in the Suburban Library Cooperative as opposed to The 
Library Network was held.  Staff is in the process of evaluating the benefits of switching 
now that The Library Network has just purchased the same library automation software 
as our current cooperative uses. 
 
Friends of the Library. 
Allen reported that the Friends Gift Shop is being stocked for the holidays.  A Finance 
Oversight Committee has been appointed. 
 
Monthly Reports (September). 
Circulation for the month of September compared with the same time period a year ago 
showed an increase of 23.4%. There was an increase for the month in Patron visits by 
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5.4%.  Program attendance was down 1.7% for the month.  The number of library 
programs offered was up 1.1% for the month.     
 
Staff Changes. 
Promoted:  Kathy Hewitt, from Library Assistant to Library Aide 
Resigned:  Naren Hariharan, Library Page 
 
Gifts.   No gifts were received. 
 
Informational Items.  October TPL Calendar.   
 
Contacts and Correspondence.   11 written comments from the public were reviewed. 
 
Public Participation.  There was no public participation. 
 
The Library Board meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M. 
 

 
 
                  
Joanne Allen 
Chair 
 
 
 
Brian Stoutenburg 
Recording Secretary 



Parks and Recreation Advisory Board - FINAL                                       October 9, 2003 

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
 
A regular meeting of the Troy Parks and Recreation Advisory Board was held Thursday, 
October 9, 2003 at the Troy Community Center, room 503.  Chairman, Larry Jose called 
the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present:  Larry Jose, member   Kathleen Fejes, member 
   Merrill Dixon, member  Ida Edmunds, member 
   Orestes Kaltsounis, member Tom Krent, member 
   Jeff Stewart, member  Amy Kerns, member 
   Jan Zikakis, member  Jeff Biegler, staff 
   Stuart Alderman, staff  Carol K. Anderson, staff 
 
Absent:  Doug Bordas, Meaghan Kovacs 
 
Visitors:  Mitch Grusnick, Leonard Bertin, Dorothy Pietron, Susan Burt, Cynthia 
Buchanan, Nancy Johnson, Angela Done 
 
Resolution # PR - 2003 - 10 - 07 
Moved by Kaltsounis 
Seconded by Fejes 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes from September 11, 2003 are approved as submitted.   
 
Yeas:  All    9 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resolution # PR - 2003 - 10 - 08 
Moved by Krent 
Seconded by Edmunds 
 
RESOLVED, that absent members are excused.   
 
Yeas:  All    9 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A.  Joint Meeting with Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities - The Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board and the Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities 
met to discuss accessibility in parks, facilities and recreation programs and the possible 
addition of an Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities representative on the 
Park Board.  There is a common interest of serving all people in the community.  Jeff 
Biegler stated that currently the play structures in our parks either meet or exceeds ADA 
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standards, picnic tables have extended tops to accommodate wheelchairs and that our 
goal is to have asphalt pathways to the picnic shelters.  Stu Alderman mentioned that 
the Community Center recently purchased fitness equipment to accommodate 
wheelchairs.   
 
As we are looking at plans for park development, the Advisory Committee for Persons 
with Disabilities could be a resource.  A set of plans will be sent to Mitch Grusnick for 
review by the Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities.  They will advise the 
Park Board of ways we could improve these plans for the disabled.   
 
A consensus was reached that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board does not need 
another member, however a copy of our Agenda will be sent to the Advisory Committee 
for Persons with Disabilities so that members can attend meetings where topics 
pertaining to the disabled are discussed.  Insight provided by ACPD members is 
desirable and always welcome.   
 
Resolution # PR - 2003 - 10 - 09 
Moved by Kaltsounis  
Seconded by Krent 
 
RESOLVED, that the monthly agenda for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board will 
be sent to the Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities. 
 
Ayes:  All    9 
Nays:  None 
 
Staff Reports 
 
A.  Directors Report - There will be a meeting with residents of the Nelson Drain site 
and cricket players on October 13 at 6:30 at the Community Center.  The City Council 
will discuss Cricket site development at the October 27, 2003 meeting.   
 
A packet regarding the Parks and Recreation fee structure will be going to City Council.  
We are looking to use the distributive method in setting fees for programs.  As our 
programming grows, the subsidy may remain the same and we are looking at 
alternative methods of funding.   
 
B.  Recreation Report - The Nature Center exhibit masterplan will be complete within 
the next month.   
 
Registration for some upcoming special events is high:  Breakfast with Santa has 175 
spots filled out of 250 and the Mother-Son Pool Party has 70 spots filled out of 90.   
 
C.  Parks Report - Landscaping and irrigation projects on north and southbound 
Rochester Road between I-75 and Torpey and I-75 to Rochester on Big Beaver will 
begin soon.   
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The roof at Sylvan Glen pro shop and Camp Ticonderoga will be replaced.   
 
The parks crew is busy closing the parks for the winter; shutting off the water, closing 
down the restrooms and removal of annuals.  All summer laborers will be gone by the 
end of October.  At that time we will begin tree planting, pruning and snow removal.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Larry Jose, Chairman 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Mary Williams, Recording Secretary 
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A meeting of the Troy Charter Revision Committee was held Tuesday, October 21, 2003, at 
City Hall, 500 W. Big Beaver Road. Chairman Daniel Bliss called the Meeting to order at 
3:05 P.M. 

 
Roll Call:  PRESENT: Lillian Barno, Daniel Bliss, Jerry Bloom, Shirley Kanoza, 

Robert Noce, Mark Solomon, Cynthia Wilsher 
ABSENT:    
ALSO PRESENT: City Attorney Lori Grigg Bluhm, Assistant City 
Manager/Finance and Administration John M. Lamerato, City Clerk Tonni 
Bartholomew, Purchasing Director Jeanette Bennett, Deputy City Clerk Barbara 
Holmes, Assistant to the City Manager Laura Fitzpatrick 

 
Appointment of Chair: 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-001 
Motion by: Kanoza 
Seconded by: Wilsher 
 
RESOLVED, That Daniel Bliss is appointed as Chair of the Charter Revision Committee. 
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Appointment of Vice Chair: 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-002 
Motion by: Barno 
Seconded by: Bliss 
 
RESOLVED, That Shirley Kanoza is appointed as Vice-Chairman. 
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-003 
Motion by: Kanoza 
Seconded by: Wilsher 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of December 4, 2001 are approved as submitted. 
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Proposed Charter Amendments 
 
Section 12.1 Purchase and Sale of Property 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-004 
Motion by: Bloom 
Seconded by: Kanoza 
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RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee hereby recommends an amendment to 
Section 12.1, Purchase and Sale of Property, of the City Charter as recommended by City 
Administration. To read as follows: 
 

Section 12.1 - Purchase and Sale of Property: 
The City Manager shall be responsible for the purchase and sale of all City property. 

 
Comparative prices shall be obtained for the purchase or sale in amount not in excess 
of ten thousand dollars of all materials, supplies and public improvements except (a) 
in the employment of professional services and (b) when the City Manager shall 
determine that no advantage to the City would result. 

 
In all sales or purchases in excess of ten thousand dollars, (a) the sales or purchases 
shall be approved by the Council, (b) competitive bids shall be obtained through a 
traditional sealed bid procedure, or alternative means, including but not limited to, 
electronic submission or reverse auction methods providing the method used 
preserves the integrity of the competitive bid process. Exceptions to competitive bids 
are permitted where the Council shall determine that an emergency exists or that the 
public interest will be best served without obtaining bids through the methods 
described above, and (c) the requirements of Section 12.2 shall be complied with.  No 
sale or purchase shall be divided for the purpose of circumventing the dollar value 
limitation contained in this section.  The Council may authorize the making of public 
improvements or the performance of any other city work by any city agency without 
competitive bidding. 

 
Purchases shall be made from the lowest competent bidder meeting specifications, 
unless the Council shall determine that the public interest will be better served by 
accepting a higher bid, sales shall be made to the bidder whose bid is most 
advantageous to the City. 
 
The City Manager may make necessary purchases without sealed bid, prior council 
approval, and in excess of the limits provided in this chapter when an emergency, 
because of a natural disaster, civil disturbance or similar calamity, is officially declared.  
Any such purchases shall be affirmed at the next regularly scheduled council meeting. 

 
All purchases and sales shall be evidenced by written contract or purchase order. 
 
The City may not sell any park, cemetery or any part thereof except in accordance 
with restrictions placed thereon by statute. 
 
The City may not purchase, sell or lease any real estate or any interest therein except 
by the affirmative vote of four or more members of the Council. 

 
The purchase and sale of all city property shall be subject to the provisions of Section 
6.12. 
 
Detailed purchasing, sale and contract procedures shall be established by ordinance. 

 



CHARTER REVISION COMMITTEE MINUTES - FINAL     October 21, 2003 
 

 
- 3 - 

Yes: All 7 
 
Section 3.8.5 Term Limitation for Congress 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-005 
Motion by: Bloom 
Seconded by: Wilsher 
 
RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee hereby recommends an amendment to 
Section 3.8.5 of the City Charter by striking: 
 

Section 3.8.5 
 

In January each year until term limitation for Congress has been incorporated into 
the United States Constitution, the Mayor of the City shall issue a written 
proclamation requesting members of Congress use their best efforts to pass a 
constitutional amendment imposing term limits on the U. S. Congress. The 
proclamation shall be delivered to each U. S. Senator and U. S. Representative 
whose district includes any part of the City.  If a section hereof is held invalid, the 
remaining section shall not be affected. 

 
Yes: All 7 
 
Section 5.11 Initiatory and Referendary Petitions 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-006 
Motion by: Kanoza 
Seconded by: Wilsher 
 
RESOLVED, That the consideration of Section 5.11, Initiatory and Referendary Petitions, of 
the City Charter be postponed until the next meeting of the Committee. 
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Section 5.14 Ordinance Suspended: Miscellaneous Provisions on Initiatory and 
Referendary Petitions 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-007 
Motion by: Bloom 
Seconded by: Barno 
 
RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee hereby recommends an amendment to 
Section 5.14, Ordinance Suspended: Miscellaneous Provisions on Initiatory and 
Referendary Petitions, of the City Charter be postponed until the next meeting of the 
Committee.  
 
Yes: All 7 
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Section 7.3 Election Date 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-008 
Motion by: Kanoza 
Seconded by: Wilsher 
 
RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee hereby recommends an amendment to 
Section 7.3, Election Date, of the City Charter by striking “but if some other date in the 
months of March, April or May is fixed by law for the holding of the state biennial election, 
then the regular city election shall be held on the date so fixed” 
 
Yes:  Barno, Bliss, Kanoza, Noce, Wilsher 
No: Bloom, Solomon 
 
Section 7.5 Elective Officers and Terms of Office 
 
Item withdrawn no review requested 
 
Section 7.5.5 Term Limits 
 
Item withdrawn no revision needed due to the annual City Election date schedule maintained. 
 
Section 7.6 Special Election, 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-009 
Motion by: Kanoza 
Seconded by: Solomon 
 
RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee hereby recommends an amendment to 
Section 7.6, Special Election, of the City Charter as recommended by City Administration to 
read as follows: 
 

Section 7.6 - Special Election: 
Special city elections shall be held when called by resolution of the Council at least 60 
days in advance of such election, or when required by this charter or statute.  Any 
resolution calling a special election shall set forth the purpose of such election.  No 
more special city elections shall be called in any one year than the number permitted 
by statue. 

 
Yes: All 7 
 
Section 7.9 Nominations 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-010 
Motion by: Bloom 
Seconded by: Barno 
 
RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee hereby recommends an amendment to 
Section 7.9, Nominations, of the City Charter as recommended by City Administration to 
read as follows: 
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Section 7.9 - Nominations: 
The method of nomination of all candidates at city elections shall be by petition.  Each 
petition may comprise one or more pages.  The petition for each candidate must be 
signed by not less than sixty registered electors of the City.  No person shall sign his 
name to a greater number of petitions for any office than there are persons to be 
elected to said office at the following City election.  If the signature of any persons 
appears on more petitions than permitted by this section, such signatures shall not be 
counted on any one of the petitions so signed for that office. 

 
Nomination petitions for candidates for regular city elections shall be filed with the 
Clerk on or before 4 o'clock p.m. of the seventy-fifth day preceding the City election  
of each year. 

 
The Clerk shall, prior to every election, publish notice of the last day permitted for filing 
nomination petitions and of the number of persons to be elected to each office, at 
least one week and not more than three weeks before such day. 

 
Yes: All 7 
 
Section 7.9 Nominations 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-011 
Motion by: Solomon 
Seconded by: Wilsher 
 
RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee hereby recommends an amendment to 
Section 7.9, Nominations, of the City Charter by inserting “date of” after the word preceding 
in the 2nd paragraph to read as follows: 
 

Section 7.9 - Nominations: 
The method of nomination of all candidates at city elections shall be by petition.  Each 
petition may comprise one or more pages.  The petition for each candidate must be 
signed by not less than sixty registered electors of the City.  No person shall sign his 
name to a greater number of petitions for any office than there are persons to be 
elected to said office at the following City election.  If the signature of any persons 
appears on more petitions than permitted by this section, such signatures shall not be 
counted on any one of the petitions so signed for that office. 

 
Nomination petitions for candidates for regular city elections shall be filed with the 
Clerk on or before 4 o'clock p.m. of the seventy-fifth day preceding the date of the 
City election each year. 

 
The Clerk shall, prior to every election, publish notice of the last day permitted for filing 
nomination petitions and of the number of persons to be elected to each office, at 
least one week and not more than three weeks before such day. 

 
Yes: All 7 
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Audience Participation 
Mr. Peter Zigenfelder indicated that he has thoroughly reviewed the Charter and has 
submitted recommendations to the City Attorney. He noted concern with the April Election 
Date and suggested that the Committee consider the odd-year November 1st Tuesday after 
the 1st Monday election date.  
 
Mr. Frank Howrylak voiced concern with the Monday April Election date and requested that 
the Committee reconsider their decision for the odd-year November date. 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to allow audience participation at each item as long as 
the meetings remain manageable. 
 
Schedule Next Meeting 
It was the consensus of the Committee to schedule the next meeting of the Charter Revision 
Committee for Wednesday, November 5, 2003 at 3:00 PM in the Council Board Room of City 
Hall. 
 
Adjournment 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-013 
Motion by: Kanoza 
Seconded by: Wilsher 
 
RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee be adjourned  
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Adjournment: 4:33 PM 
 
 
 
 

Daniel Bliss, Chair  Tonni L. Bartholomew, City Clerk 
 



City of Troy
G-01



Civic Center Priority Task Force – FINAL  MINUTES           October 22, 2003 
 

A meeting of the Civic Center Priority Task Force (CCPTF) was held on Wednesday, October 22, 
2003 at 7:30 pm, at City Hall in the Council Board Room. Brian Wattles called the meeting to order at 
7:36 pm. 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: 
Mary Ann Bernardi (Troy Citizens United)    Tom Krent (Parks and Rec. Advisory Board) 
Leonard Bertin (Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities) Mark Maxwell (Board of Zoning Appeals) 
Ann Partlan (Historic District Commission)    David Ogg (Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens) 
Ryan Deel (Traffic Committee)     Brian Wattles (Historical Commission) (CCPTF Chair) 
Michele Hodges (Troy Shareholders) (CCPTF Vice-chair)  Jeff Biegler (Superintendent of Parks) 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
 
ABSENT: 
Catherine Herzog (Troy Youth Council) 
Carol Price (Downtown Development Authority) 
Walter Storrs (Planning Commission) 
 
Resolution # CCPTF-2003-10-007 
Moved by Bernardi 
Seconded by Ogg 
 
RESOLVED, that absent members Herzog, Price and Storrs shall be excused. 
 
Yes: All – 10 
No:  None 
Absent: Herzog, Price, Storrs 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – SECTION 1 
None 
 
1. Minutes 
Resolution # CCPTF-2003-10-008 
Moved by Bertin 
Seconded by Deel 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the October 8, 2003 meeting be approved as amended with the following changes:  

• Item #2, add the sentence “Several Council members expressed positive comments about the progress of the 
CCPTF.” 

• Item #5, add to first bullet “Also, Hodges expressed concern that the process is not bogged down with too 
many details at this time and that Council is provided with an interim report.” 

• Item #5, add to second bullet “Hodges felt strongly about including the TSD in the site planning as they will 
likely become major users of the amenities that are included.” 

• Item #5, add a fifth bullet, “Biegler mentioned the close working relationship currently enjoyed with the TSD by 
the City Parks and Recreation Department.” 

 
Yes: Bernardi, Bertin, Partlan, Deel, Krent, Ogg, Maxwell, Wattles, Biegler 
No:  None 
Abstain: Maxwell (absent) 
Absent:  Herzog, Price, Storrs 
MOTION CARRIED 
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2. Comments from chair on the action of Council regarding the CCPTF request to move the Reflective Head 

sculpture. Wattles announced that City Council approved the relocation of the Reflective Head sculpture from the 
Southwest to the Southeast corner of the intersection of Town Center Drive and Civic Center Drive. New location has 
been staked and work should begin shortly to place the Head in the new location. 

 
3. Action to reconsider the CCPTF resolution to seek advice from a local architectural firm. Wattles began discussion 

of memo sent to all members by Fitzpatrick on John Szerlag’s behalf regarding the resolution passed at the October 8, 
2003 meeting to seek input from Yamasaki Architects. Following a brief discussion, there was a vote to reconsider the 
October 8th resolution. 

 
Resolution #CCPTF-2003-10-009 
Moved by Bertin 
Seconded by Deel 
 
RESOLVED, that previously approved resolution (#CCPTF-2003-10-006) to solicit input from Yamasaki Architects be 
reconsidered. 
 
Yes: Bernardi, Bertin, Partlan, Deel, Krent, Ogg, Maxwell, Wattles, Biegler 
No: Hodges 
Absent: Herzog, Price, Storrs 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resolution #CCPTF-2003-10-010 
Moved by Ogg 
Seconded by Maxwell 
 
RESOLVED, that Resolution #CCPTF-2003-10-006 directing Michele Hodges to ask Yamasaki Architects if they would 
provide input (free of charge) once the CCPTF has elements in place be rescinded. 
 
Yes: Bernardi, Bertin, Partlan, Deel, Krent, Ogg, Maxwell, Wattles, Biegler 
No:  Hodges 
Absent:  Herzog, Price, Storrs 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
4. Work with the site map and markup of the amenities and path placement.   

• Krent located elements discussed during previous meetings on an overlay of the Civic Center site map.  
• Ogg suggested a garden located near the Community Center for bridal photos for groups that could also reserve 

space in the Community Center for banquets. 
• Discussion of an enhanced gardens area along Town Center Drive from Livernois to Civic Center Drive. 
• Wattles – Looking for photos of bridges with covered seating. 
• Bertin – Need to provide seating areas throughout the design. 
• Hodges – The area should contain creative play equipment that is not intrusive to the site – not the brightly 

colored structures that are in most parks, but something that will blend in to the site. 
• Discussion on parking prompted a request for Biegler to check with John Abraham regarding parking necessary 

for an outdoor amphitheater. Deel suggested looking at the issue of parking for the entire site as a whole, rather 
than identify parking locations for each element. Hodges recommended including a general statement in the 
narrative of the report that will go to Council indicating that all parking should be designed with a regard to 
accessibility concerns. 

• Discussion of pathways. Wattles – Narrative should also include a general statement that pathways should be 
included throughout both to connect prime use venues as well as serve as fitness, or running paths. Narrative 
should also cover the reasons for the locations of the pathways, which will utilize the creek, ring road, and 
connections to Huber Park. 

• Bertin would like to see a replica of the museum gazebo located somewhere on the site as it is a prominent 
feature of the City logo. 
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• Wattles stressed that community involvement should be paramount in the design of the Civic Center as they will 
become stakeholders in the final plan. 

• Deel suggested Council establish a Civic Center Advisory Committee to take care of on-going development  and 
custodial issues on the site. 

• Bernardi suggested oriental gardens in northeast section 
 
Resolution #CCPTF-2003-10-011 
Moved by Deel 
Seconded by Bertin 
 
RESOLVED, that the City Council consider the establishment of a permanent Civic Center Advisory Committee to address all 
issues regarding the Civic Center site. 
 
Yes:  Bernardi, Bertin, Partlan, Deel, Krent, Ogg, Maxwell, Wattles, Hodges,  Biegler 
No:  None 
Absent: Herzog, Price, Storrs 
MOTION CARRIED  
 

 
5.   Continued discussion of methodology and content of presentation to Council. 
  

• Fitzpatrick and Hodges brought photos to pass around of various fountains, plazas, streetscapes, ice arenas, etc. 
• Wattles brought a power point demo to assist with the process of assembling the report that will be presented to 

Council. 
• Group decided to take handouts of the power point presentation, add enhancements for next meeting. Items will 

then be compiled and formatted into finished power point presentation. 
• Bernardi brought photos of Cranbrook and Bloomfield Township Library grounds 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – SECTION 2 
 
 Reminder: Next meeting in on November 12, 2003 at 7:30 pm 
 Location:  City Hall – 2nd Floor Council Board Room 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Brian Wattles, Meeting Chair 
 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Jeff Biegler, Superintendent of Parks 
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A meeting of the Troy Youth Council (TYC) was held on Wednesday, October 22, 2003 PM at 
the Police Department, 500 West Big Beaver Road.  Christina Krokosky called the meeting to 
order at 8:07 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chris Cheng (left 8:25 PM) 

Juliana D'Amico (left 8:05 PM) 
Monika Govindaraj 
Eric Gregory  
Catherine Herzog 
Maniesh Joshi  
Christina Krokosky 
Manessa Shaw  
YuJing Wang 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Emily Burns 
Allister Chang 
Min Chong 
Raymond Deng 
Andrew Kalinowski 
Matthew Michrina 
David Vennettilli 

ALSO PRESENT:   Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
Lieutenant Steve Zavislak, Police Department (Speaker) 

     
TYC members went on a tour of the Police Station prior to convening the official meeting.  The 
tour was lead by Lt. Zavislak. 
                                        
1. Roll Call 
 
2. Attendance Report: Noted and Filed 
 
3. Speaker: Lieutenant Steve Zavislak 
 
4. Civic Center Priority Task Force Report: Postponed - Herzog and Shaw to provide an 

update in November 
 
* Due to the early departure of two members, a quorum was not present; therefore action to 
approve 9/17/03 minutes and excuse absent members will be postponed until the November 
meeting. 

Reminder Next Meeting: Nov 17th  7:00 P.M. 
Location: COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
____________________________________ 
Christina Krokosky, Co-chair 
 
_____________________________________ 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
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A Joint Meeting of the Troy City Council and the Troy Planning Commission was held 
Tuesday, October 28, 2003 at the Fire Police Training Center.  John Szerlag called the 
Meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. and served as moderator.  

ROLL CALL 

Present: 
 
City Council Members Planning Commission Members 

 
Mayor Matt Pryor Larry Littman, Chair 
David A. Lambert Gary Chamberlain (absent) 
Robin Beltramini Dennis A. Kramer  
Cristina Broomfield Robert M. Schultz  
David Eisenbacher Walter A. Storrs, III 
Martin F. Howrylak Thomas Strat 
Jeanne M. Stine Mark J. Vleck 
 David T. Waller 
 Wayne C. Wright 
 
Also Present: 
John Szerlag, City Manager 
Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance & Administration 
Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
Peggy E. Clifton, Human Resources Director 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
Susan Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
Mark F. Miller, Planning Director 
Brent Savidant, Principal Planner 
Doug Smith, Real Estate & Development Director 
Mark S. Stimac, Director Building & Zoning 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-040 
Moved by:  Littman 
Seconded by: Waller 
 
RESOLVED, That Mr. Chamberlain be excused from attendance at this meeting.   
 
Yes: All Planning Commission Members present (8) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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AGENDA OUTLINE 
 
1 Role of Moderator         7:30 – 7:50 
 
 a) Interest-based approach to problem solving 
 b) Development of ground rules 

c) Timekeeper volunteer 
 
2 Communication        7:50 – 8:15 
 
 a) Communication links between City Council, Planning  

Commission, and City Management 
  i. Informal (Ongoing) 

ii. Formal (Presentations, resolutions, ordinances) 

3 Defining Role of Planning Commission Related to:   8:15 – 9:00 
 
 a) Ordinance 
 b) Relationship between Planning Commission/City Council/Management/  

Board of Zoning Appeals (elevations, drainage, landscaping, existing and  
proposed grading) 

c) Final site plan approval 
 d) Special projects 
  i. PUD Procedure 

ii. Table of Contents for City Code 
iii. Review of berm and wall requirements 

 
4 Maintaining Culture of Professionalism    9:15 – 9:45 
 
 a) Allocation of Resources 
  i. Staff Time 
  ii. Budget for Planning Commission as it relates to entire City budget 

b) Development of Process to Recommend Changes to Ordinances 
 
5 Planning Process as a Tool to Enhance Economic Viability 9:45 – 10:15 
 
 a) Maple Road Study 
 b) Suggested Enhancement Projects 
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NOTES BASED ON DISCUSSION (RECORDED ON EASEL PAPER) 

Issue: Formalized Communication Between Parties 

Interests: 
• Regular meetings 
• PC spokespersons (selected by peers) – present at CC meetings (at least one) 
• Avoid delay of projects 
• Continuous feedback; ongoing communication 
• Team approach 
• Opportunity for input on project topics 
• Abide by charter provision 
 
Options: 
• Joint meeting of smaller body 
• Identify changes to recommend and attach discussion 
• Handle informally while informing petitioner 
 
Issue: Define Role of Planning Commission 
 
Interests: 
• Follow authority in Zoning Ordinance 
• Calibrate that authority 
• Confidence in roles 
• Trust in roles: Planning Commission, City Council, Staff 
• Acknowledge/deal with recurring problems 
• Clarify/define relationship between Planning Commission and City Council 
• What happens in public should not get changed after the fact 
• Efficient use of time and resources 
• Coordinated PUD process 
• Improve PUD process (no corruption) 
• Comparative analysis of how others run process  
• Creative Incentives 
• Discuss opportunities 
• Efficient use of staff time (there is limited staff time to meet deadline for six meeting 

agendas) 
 
Options: 
• Engineering approvals as part of the site plan 
• Examine/change rules (i.e. standards, ordinances) 
• Involve members of the development community 
• At meeting, have available document showing approval process 
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• Identify steps: 
o Whether project qualifies for PUD 
o Preliminary site plan 
o Final site plan 

• Calibrate specific PUD standards 
• Incorporate partnership with Planning Commission 
• Include Table of Contents – is there one? 
• Encourage assemblage of property (offer suggestions) 
 
Issue: Maintain culture of professionalism 
 
Interests: 
• Efficient use of staff time 
• Planning Commission having input into planning process and how budget is spent 
• Understanding of Planning Commission budget components 
 
Options: 
• All three parties identify priorities 
• Share workload 
• Hire additional staff 
• Reduce number of meetings/fewer meetings 
• Planning Commission first gets City Council authorization to move forward on projects 

(City Council has opportunity for input, providing direction)  (i.e., “Here’s what we ‘d like to 
work for the next quarter.”)  

• Identify three areas: 1) Planning Department – short-term immediate tasks; 2) medium 
term projects; 3) long-term project/goal 

• Re-write Master Plan 
• Strategic Planning Session for Planning Commission 
• Develop process to recommend changes to ordinances 
 
Issue: Planning Process as a Tool to Enhance Economic Viability 
 
Interests: 
• Maple Road Study: include Planning Commission in planning process; vital part of the 

team 
• Encourage attraction and retention of business 
• Encourage partnership – committees 
 
Options: 
• Northwest corner of 16 & Crooks – study re: parking 
• Ongoing projects – don’t lose sight of them; i.e., sidewalk plan 
• Work with Rochester Hills on Paint Creek Trail 
• Create our own destination; to which people want to walk 
• Maplelawn 
• M-1 Uses 
• Rezoning: Citing particular properties on the Future Land Use Plan as part of that review 
• Pedestrian Plan 



PLANNING COMMISSION JOINT MEETING WITH CITY COUNCIL- DRAFT OCTOBER 28, 2003 
 
 

 5

 

VISITOR COMMENTS 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Lawrence Littman, Chairman 
 
 
 
         
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to City Manager 
 
 
G:\MINUTES\2003 PC Minutes\Draft\10-28-03 Joint CC and PC Minutes_Draft.doc 



TROY DAZE MINUTES - DRAFT                                                  OCTOBER 28, 2003 

A Regular Meeting of the Troy Daze Advisory Committee was held Tuesday, October 
28, 2003, at the Troy Community Center.  Bob Berk called the Meeting to order at                  
7:31P.M. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Bill Hall 

Jim Cyrulewski 
Robert Preston 
Cheryl Whitton Kaszubski 
Cele Dilley 
Kessie Kaltsounis 
Bob Berk 
Mike Gonda 
Sue Bishop 
Jeff Biegler 
 

ABSENT: Jessica Zablocki 
 

 
Resolution TD-2003-10-011 
Moved by Whitton Kaszubski 
Seconded by Kaltsounis 
 
RESOLVED, That Jessica be excused. 
 
Yes:  All-10 
 
MOTION CARRIED 

1. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2003 MINUTES  
 
Resolution TD-2003-10-012 
Moved by Whitton Kaszubski 
Seconded by Dilley 
 
RESOLVED, That the September 3, 2003 minutes be accepted with change from Bob 
Berk to Jim Cyrulewski called meeting to order.  
 
Yes: All-10 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1. Letter to Carol Anderson in response to Troy Daze volunteers using City 
equipment. 
 
2. Letter to City Council recommending Mike Gonda being named to the Advisory 
Committee. He would be replacing Dick Tharp who recently resigned after moving 
out of City. 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. MFEA CONVENTION ATTENDEES 
Hall, Dilley, Gonda, Kaltsounis, Cyrulewski, Berk, and Whitton Kaszubski will be 
attending the convention the weekend of November 8, 2003. 
 
2. A CONVENTION TROY DAZE SHIRT COLORS 
Thursday, red; Friday, navy; and Saturday, purple. 

NEW BUSINESS  
 
 

1. ADVISORY COMMITTEE OFFICERS NOVEMBER ELECTION 
SLATE FORMATION     

        
Need names of any Advisory Committee members willing to be on November slate.  
Willing to remain: Berk as Chairman, Kaltsounis as Vice-Chairman, Whitton 
Kaszubski as Treasurer and Cyrulewski as Festival Chairman.  Committee will vote at 
November meeting and other names can still be nominated at that time. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40P.M.   
 
       

 
BOB BERK, COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

   
                                     
 

      JOY KOEGLER, Recording Secretary 
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The Special/Study Meeting of the Troy City Planning Commission was called to order by 
Vice Chairman Storrs at 7:30 p.m. on November 4, 2003, in the Council Board Room of 
the Troy City Hall. 
 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

 
Present: Absent: 
Dennis A. Kramer Gary Chamberlain 
Robert Schultz Lawrence Littman 
Walter Storrs Wayne Wright 
Thomas Strat 
Mark J. Vleck 
David T. Waller 
 
Also Present: 
Brent Savidant, Principal Planner 
Susan Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
Ronald Figlan, Planner 
Amalfi Parker, Student Representative 
Kathy Czarnecki, Recording Secretary 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-041 
Moved by: Schultz 
Seconded by: Vleck 
 
RESOLVED, That Messrs. Chamberlain, Littman and Wright be excused from 
attendance at this meeting. 
 
Yes: All present (6) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Littman, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

2. MINUTES 
 
Mr. Schultz requested that the October 7, 2003 minutes reflect the following 
changes.   
 

Page 6, paragraph 5, to read:  “Mr. Schultz surmised from a recent Citizen 
Planner Program session that pedestrian scaled lighting could be a very 
effective means of achieving the pedestrian friendly scale on the sidewalk 
proposed for the Sterling Corporate Center PUD.” 
 
Page 6, paragraph 8, to read:  “Mr. Strat and Mr. Schultz circulated a list of 
Oakland County cities that designates which City Planning Commissions do or 
do not have authority to grant final site plan approval.” 
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Resolution # PC-2003-11-042 
Moved by:  Schultz 
Seconded by: Strat 
 
RESOLVED, To approve the October 7, 2003 Special/Study Meeting minutes as 
corrected. 
 
Yes: Kramer, Schultz, Storrs, Strat, Waller 
No: None 
Abstain: Vleck 
Absent: Chamberlain, Littman, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Schultz requested that the October 14, 2003 minutes reflect the following 
change.  
 

Page 17, discussion following the Resolution for Site Plan Review (SP 38-E), 
Lord & Taylor proposed addition to Oakland Mall, to include the following: 
 
“Mr. Schultz requested information on specifically what the Traffic Engineer’s 
request was for the parking study for the Lord & Taylor site.”  

 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-043 
Moved by:  Strat 
Seconded by: Schultz 
 
RESOLVED, To approve the October 14, 2003 Regular Meeting minutes as 
corrected. 
 
Yes: All present (6) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Littman, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There was no one present who wished to speak. 
 
 

4. PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT 
 
Mr. Savidant reported on Council actions taken at its November 3, 2003 Regular 
Meeting.   
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Council Action Items 
 

• Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment for Section 12.50, R-1T One Family 
Attached Residential Districts (ZOTA #182) – Referred back to Planning 
Commission for further study 

 
• Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment for Section 03.40, Site Plan Review / 

Approval (ZOTA #199)  – Referred back to Planning Commission for 
further study 

 
The Planning Department will provide copies of the November 3, 2003 City Council 
meeting minutes with respect to the two ZOTA items.   
 
 

5. BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS REPORT 
 
Mr. Vleck reported on the October 20, 2003 BZA meeting.  He reviewed four 
variance requests of interest to the Planning Commission.   
 
It was discussed whether some requests for variances before the Board of Zoning 
Appeals that involve discretionary setbacks and square footage should be reviewed 
by the Planning Commission.  Vice Chairman Storrs suggested that this matter 
could be a future study session item. 
 
Mr. Savidant noted that the proposed zoning ordinance text amendment for Site 
Plan Review (ZOTA #199) would clarify some of these issues.  He also noted that 
the Board of Zoning Appeals can place conditions on variances.   
 
 

6. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
CR-1 
Mr. Savidant reported that comments received from Members Waller and 
Chamberlain on the first draft are being incorporated into a second draft.   
 
Tree Preservation / Landscaping / Walls 
Mr. Savidant reported that the sub-committee met with the City’s Landscape Analyst 
to discuss general concepts.  Proposed language is being drafted.   
 
Mr. Kramer said he received from the City’s Landscape Analyst a copy of the 
revised City’s Landscape Design and Tree Preservation Standards. 
 
Mr. Savidant noted that the Planning Department’s intent is to have the site plan 
submittal process inclusive of a landscape plan and tree preservation.  
 
Mr. Strat suggested that consideration be given to preserving clusters of trees and 
various sizes of trees in order to create an overall more natural and aesthetically 
pleasing environment.   
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Mr. Waller suggested that consideration be given to the notification process for all 
affected and/or interested parties. 
 
Gateway / Beautification 
Mr. Savidant noted that the gateway concept will be an item of discussion with 
respect to the proposed Sterling Corporate Center PUD project.  The Planning 
Department will provide the Commission with copies of the proposed gateway 
concepts.  Mr. Savidant reported that copies of the 1987 Urban Design Plan would 
be distributed to members of the Planning Commission and City Council.   
 
A video titled Back to the Future purchased from the Walkable Communities, Inc. 
was discussed.  It was the consensus of the Commission to view the video at the 
December 2, 2003 Special/Study Meeting.   
 
Mr. Strat said he would do further research on the possibility of the Green Tree 
Conference group to give its presentation to the Commission. 
 
Special Use 
Mr. Savidant said there was nothing new to report.  
 
Indoor Commercial Recreation 
Mr. Savidant reported that the sub-committee is on hold until the Maple Road 
Corridor Study is completed. 
 
 

7. REVIEW OF MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF PLANNING ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2003 
 
Mr. Schultz said the MSP Conference was extremely informative and that his 
expectations were met.  Mr. Schultz offered to provide a written report on the 
sessions he attended and a brief description of each.  
 
Mr. Kramer highlighted two MSP sessions he found enlightening:  (1) The Six Myths 
of Planning presented by urban planning professional, Dick Norton; and (2) the DTE 
utilities session. 
 
Ms. Lancaster announced that the Planning Department has discussed being 
presenters at the next annual MSP Conference.  Mr. Savidant suggested that 
Planned Unit Developments would be an effective presentation with respect to 
strengths and weaknesses; challenges and opportunities; lessons learned, etc.   
 
 

8. REQUEST BY DAVID WALLER – ATTENDANCE AT MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY LAND POLICY PROGRAM RETREAT 
 
There was a brief discussion on this matter.  It was noted by the Planning 
Department that the Education & Training budget item line has limited funds.   
 
Mr. Schultz said it would be extremely beneficial for both the City of Troy and the 
Planning Commission to be represented at this function. 
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Resolution # PC-2003-11-044 
Moved by: Schultz 
Seconded by: Strat 
 
RESOLVED, That the request by David Waller to attend the Michigan State 
University Land Policy Program Retreat on December 7 and 8, 2003 be granted.   
 
Yes: All present (6) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Littman, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Vleck requested that Mr. Waller provide the Commission with a written summary 
of the retreat.   
 
 

9. ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT (ZOTA 203) – Article 02.00.00 – 
Changes, Amendments and Approvals, edit text to replace Chapter 40 of the City 
Code (to be repealed) and include language regarding Voting Requirements 
 
Ms. Lancaster reviewed the proposed text changes to the voting requirements.   
 
It was the consensus of the Commission to move forward with the Public Hearing 
notification.   
 
Ms. Lancaster confirmed that an additional Public Hearing would be required if 
major changes and/or modifications to the intent of any proposed zoning ordinance 
language were made at a Public Hearing.   
 
Ms. Lancaster confirmed that the Public Hearing notification would clarify the reason 
that Chapter 40 would be repealed.   
 
 

10. ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT (ZOTA 202) – Article 28.30.02 
Outdoor Storage of Commercial and Noncommercial Vehicles in Light Industrial 
Zoning Districts  
 
Mr. Savidant provided a first draft of the proposed zoning ordinance text 
amendment.  Discussion was specifically held on Sections 28.30.02 (C), (D.2), (D.4) 
and (F) and if mini-warehouse or self-storage developments should be considered 
as Special Use requests.  Mr. Savidant said that the Planning Director strongly 
recommends that the development requests continue to be Special Use because a 
higher level of scrutiny can be maintained fo r the developments.   
 
Ms. Lancaster confirmed that Special Use requests provide the City and the 
Commission with the ability to put conditions on the use.  She further encouraged 
that the definition of “Commercial Vehicle” be better defined.   
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Mr. Kramer suggested that consideration also be given to incidental sales and 
transient storage.   
 
Mr. Savidant made note of the suggestions and will provide a second draft.   
 
 

11. SITE PLAN REVIEW (SP 216-B) – Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant, Proposed 
Restaurant Re-build, South Side of Big Beaver, East of Butterfield, Section 29 – O-
S-C 
 
Mr. Savidant gave a brief outline of the proposed site plan.  Mr. Savidant cited that 
Section 26.25.01 of the ordinance requires that restaurants in the O-S-C be 
permitted “provided they are included in the office use structure or other principal 
structures…or are attached to such structures by means of a fully enclosed structural 
attachment, and therefore shall not be permitted as free-standing structures.  Such 
secondary structures shall be designed so as to provide a logical extension of the floor 
plan of the principal structures, and shall utilize exterior materials similar to or 
harmonious with such principal structures”.  Mr. Savidant reported the applicant 
intends to meet the zoning standards as set forth in Section 26.25.01 and has 
provided material samples to the City.  Various material samples were circulated.   
 
Mr. Schultz referenced former developments, specifically Bahama Breeze 
restaurant, that have been approved and did not meet the same standards that the 
City is now requesting of the petitioner for Maggiano’s.   
 
Discussion followed with respect to ordinance requirements and their intent and 
relationship with current developments.   
 
Jim Powell of GHA Architects, 14110 Dallas Parkway, Dallas, Texas, was present to 
represent the petitioner.  Mr. Powell said that Maggiano’s, a high-end Italian 
restaurant, has chosen Troy as its first location in Michigan.  Mr. Powell said that 
Maggiano’s is willing to work with the Planning Department to meet all standards.  
He noted that the plan completes the sidewalks along Todd and Butterfield and 
landscaping will be brought up to conformance.    
 
Ms. Lancaster stated that Section 26.25.01 of the ordinance is vague enough to 
allow the Planning Commission flexibility in its determination whether the proposed 
plan meets the required zoning standards.   
 
The petitioner received positive feedback from the members. 
 
 

12. REQUEST FOR PROPOSED REZONING – City of Sterling Heights, Sterling Land 
Investors, LLC (City File Z-1057), Southeast corner of 19 Mile and Dequindre Road, 
from R-100 to C-1 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-045 
Moved by: Strat 
Seconded by: Schultz 
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RESOLVED, That the City of Troy Planning Commission has no objection to the 
City of Sterling Heights proposed rezoning requested by Sterling Land Investors, 
LLC (City File Z-1057) for the property located on the southeast corner of 19 Mile 
and Dequindre Roads from R-100 to C-1 and further that the City of Troy Planning 
Commission believes the rezoning request is consistent with the zoning of the City 
of Troy.   
 
Yes: All present (6) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Littman, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

13. DISCUSSION OF FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW PROCESS 
 
Mr. Savidant noted the distinction of preliminary site plans, final site plans and 
engineering site plans among the various communities.   
 
Ron Figlan presented a thorough review of the City of Troy’s final site plan review 
process.  Mr. Figlan’s presentation was followed by a question and answer session. 
 
Mr. Strat referenced Harrison Township’s site plan approval procedure, and stated 
creativity of the developer should not be stymied, nor should additional burdens be 
placed on the developer. 
 
Discussion followed with respect to revising some ordinances to incorporate 
suggestions for the site plan review process.   
 
 

14. SELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE TRI-PARTY INTEREST BASED 
BARGAINING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Mr. Savidant noted that the Tri-Party Interest Based Bargaining Sub-committee is 
considering holding their meetings during regular business hours, and also noted 
that the City Attorney is looking into the matter of standing committees.   
 
The Planning Commission requested that the charge of the sub-committee be 
defined.   
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-046 
Moved by: Schultz 
Seconded by: Vleck 
 
RESOLVED, That the selection of representatives to the Tri-Party Interest Based 
Bargaining Sub-Committee be tabled until there is full input from the Planning 
Commission.  
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Yes: All present (6) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Littman, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

15. REVIEW OF NOVEMBER 11, 2003 REGULAR MEETING 
 
November 11, 2003 regular business items discussed were: 
 

• Site Plan Review for proposed Wattles Ridge Site Condominiums 
 
• Rezoning Request for Proposed Retail Development, south side of Long 

Lake, west of Rochester Road, R1-T to B-2 
 
• Rezoning Request for Proposed Retail Development, south side of Maple, 

east side of Axtell, M-1 to B-3 
 
 

16. PUBLIC COMMENT – Items on Current Agenda 
 
There was no one present who wished to speak. 
 
 
 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Mr. Vleck announced that the City of Mt. Clemens has suspended all site plan approval 
requests for a period of six months during which time the City is reviewing their Master 
Land Use Plan.   
 
Mr. Schultz wished to make it clear to the professional representatives present that his 
comments tonight with respect to Maggiano’s Restaurant were not directed at them 
personally, but merely expressions of his observation on how the ordinance has or has not 
been enforced throughout history and his frustration with that. 
 
Mr. Schultz said that on October 7, 2003 the Planning Commission sent an advisory 
recommendation to the City of Rochester Hills with respect to the proposed Planned Unit 
Development, Historic Lorna Stone Village, located on the northeast corner of Adams and 
South Boulevard.  He made the following motion.   
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-047 
Moved by: Schultz 
Seconded by: Strat 
 
RESOLVED, That the City of Troy Planning Commission reconsider the City of Rochester 
Hills’ proposed Historic Lorna Stone Village located on the northeast corner of Adams 
Road and South Boulevard for the purpose of allowing the applicant to provide a 
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presentation to this body detailing the project and our reconsideration of our advisory 
position on that matter.  
 
Yes: Schultz, Storrs, Strat, Vleck, Waller 
No: Kramer 
Absent: Chamberlain, Littman, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Kramer said the Planning Commission based its decision on the information provided 
in its packet and for the same reasons as cited at that meeting, he believes the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation should stand. 
 
Ms. Lancaster announced that the next regular business meeting, November 11, will be 
her last meeting with the Planning Commission.  The Legal Department is rotating 
responsibilities.  The Planning Commission will be assigned to Assistant City Attorney 
Allan Motzny and the Board of Zoning Appeals will be assigned to Ms. Lancaster.   
 
All members expressed their appreciation to Ms. Lancaster  
 
Mr. Savidant and all members thanked City Planner, Ron Figlan, for his presentation on 
the final site plan process.   
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       
Walter Storrs, Vice Chairman 
 
 
 
 
       
Kathy L. Czarnecki, Recording Secretary 
 
G:\MINUTES\2003 PC Minutes\Draft\11-04-03 Special Study Meeting_Draft.doc  
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A regular meeting of the Troy Building Code Board of Appeals was held Wednesday, 
November 5, 2003 at City Hall in the Lower Level Conference Room.  Ted Dziurman, 
Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:30 A.M. 
 
PRESENT:  Ted Dziurman   
   Rick Kessler     
   Bill Nelson       
   Tim Richnak       
   Frank Zuazo 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mark Stimac, Director of Building & Zoning 
   Ginny Norvell, Housing & Zoning Inspector Supervisor 
   Pam Pasternak, Recording Secretary 
 
ITEM #1 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 
2003 
 
Motion by Richnak 
Supported by Nelson 
 
MOVED, to approve the minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, October 1, 2003 as 
written. 
 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES CARRIED 
 
ITEM #2 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  DEMPSTER DESIGNS, REPRESENTING 
CENTURY PLAZA, 3614-3674 ROCHESTER ROAD, for relief of Chapter 78 to install a 
128 square foot ground sign located 3’ into the future right of way where Section 
9.02.04 of Chapter 78 requires a 30’ setback. 
 
Petitioners are requesting relief of Chapter 78 to replace the existing 201 square foot 
ground sign located 72’ from the section line of Rochester Road with a sign that is 128 
square feet in size.  Section 9.02.04, B of the Ordinance requires a sign of this size to 
be placed 30’ setback from the ultimate right of way.  The ultimate right of way in this 
area of Rochester Road is 75’ from the section line.  The proposed sign does not meet 
the setback requirements. 
 
This item first appeared before this Board at the meeting of October 1, 2003 and was 
postponed to allow the petitioner the opportunity to be present. 
 
The Chairman moved this item to the end of the agenda (Item #9) to allow the petitioner 
the opportunity to be present. 
 

City of Troy
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ITEM #3 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  FRANK J. BIANCO, 1100 PIEDMONT, for relief 
of Chapter 78 to maintain a 48 square foot tenant identification sign where a maximum 
20 square foot sign is permitted. 
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the petitioner is requesting relief of Chapter 78 to maintain a 
48 square foot sign, installed without the required Sign Permit.  Section 9.02.05 B, of 
the Sign Ordinance limits the size of a tenant identification sign to 20 square feet. 
 
Mr. Bianco, the owner of 1100 Piedmont, was present and stated that basically they had 
installed this sign without a permit and then found out that a variance would be required. 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing.  No one wished to be heard and the Public 
Hearing was closed. 
 
There are no written approvals or objections on file. 
 
Mr. Dziurman asked if this building had more than one tenant.  Mr. Bianco stated that 
this is quite a large building and he only leased one small area to this tenant.  Mr. 
Bianco further stated that he did not believe there would be any other tenants. 
 
Mr. Nelson asked what the current number of signs were at this building, and if they 
were in compliance with the Ordinance.  Mr. Stimac explained that each tenant in a 
multiple tenant building is allowed one 20 square foot identification sign.  If this existing 
sign was 20 square feet, it would be allowed to be put up without a variance.   
 
Ms. Norvell explained that there is an existing ground sign and an existing wall sign. 
The Ordinance actually allows one primary wall sign, which could be up to 100 square 
feet; one ground sign – up to 100 square feet and one 36 square foot ground sign. 
 
Mr. Bianco said that they made the mistake of installing a larger sign, and is now asking 
for a 28 square foot variance.  Mr. Kessler asked if they had looked into reducing the 
size of this sign in order to comply with the Sign Ordinance.  Mr. Bianco said that they 
had not, but would be willing to do whatever this Board requires.  Mr. Bianco also 
pointed out that his business had been in Troy for approximately 28 years and this is the 
first time he is requesting a variance.  Mr. Kessler asked Mr. Bianco if he could 
demonstrate a hardship that would justify a larger size.  Mr. Bianco stated that there 
was no hardship; the hardship would be for him to take down the larger sign and put up 
a sign that would comply with the Ordinance.   
 
Motion by Richnak 
Supported by Kessler 
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ITEM #3 – con’t. 
 
MOVED, to deny the request of Frank J. Bianco, 1100 Piedmont, for relief of Chapter 78 
to maintain a 48 square foot tenant identification sign where a maximum 20 square foot 
sign is permitted. 
 

• Petitioner failed to demonstrate a hardship justifying the variance. 
 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO DENY REQUEST CARRIED 
 
ITEM #4 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  KAREN GATES, OF THE TROY WOMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION, 4777 NORTHFIELD PARKWAY, for relief of Chapter 78 to place 75 
off-site signs advertising the Elf Shelf Arts & Craft show, for a period of eight (8) days. 
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the petitioner is requesting relief of Chapter 78 to place 75 off-
site signs for a period of eight (8) days advertising the Elf Shelf Arts & Craft Show to be 
held at the Troy High School.  Section 14.03 of the Ordinance limits the number of off-
site signs to four.  Section 14.02 of the Ordinance permits off-site signs to be in place 
for a maximum 7-day period. 
 
Ms. Gates was present and stated that this Craft Show is held every year and they are 
once again asking for an extension to leave these signs out for an additional day, as 
well as to allow the number of off-site signs to stay at 75.  Ms. Gates said that this 
request is exactly the same as it has been in previous years. 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing.  No one wished to be heard and the Public 
Hearing was closed. 
 
There are two (2) written approvals on file.  There are no written objections. 
 
Mr. Dziurman asked if arrangements had been made to have all of the signs picked up 
after this Craft Show.  Ms. Gates said that they go out the day after and make sure all 
the signs are removed. 
 
Mr. Richnak asked if they were asking to increase the number of signs placed out and 
Mr. Gates said this is the same amount as was requested last year.  Mr. Richnak then 
asked if there were any enforcement issues regarding this signs.  Ms. Norvell said that 
there have not been any problems. 
 
Motion by Kessler 
Supported by Nelson 
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ITEM #4 – con’t. 
 
MOVED, to grant Karen Gates, of the Troy Women’s Association, 4777 Northfield 
Parkway, relief of Chapter 78 to place 75 off-site signs advertising the Elf Shelf Arts & 
Craft show for a period of eight (8) days. 
 

• Signs will be placed out beginning November 23rd and ending on November 30th. 
• Variance is not contrary to public interest. 
• Variance will not have an adverse effect to surrounding property. 

 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO GRANT VARIANCE CARRIED 
 
ITEM #5 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  TERRY ULCH, AVER SIGN COMPANY, 888 
W.  BIG BEAVER, for relief of Chapter 78 to install a 307 square foot wall sign on an 
existing building. 
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the petitioner is requesting relief of the Sign Ordinance to 
install a 307 square foot wall sign on an existing building.  Section 9.02.03, A of the 
Ordinance limits the size of a primary wall sign to 10% of the front face of the building 
but not more than 200 square feet. 
 
Terry Ulch and David Materne of New World Systems were present.  Mr. Materne, the 
Vice-President of Finance for New World Systems stated that they have been 
headquartered in Troy for 20 years.  Mr. Materne explained that their company designs 
software and employs approximately 200 people.  New World Systems is expanding 
and just signed a seven and one-half (7 ½) year lease, and expect that this lease would 
be extended.  Mr. Materne further explained that the reason they wanted this size of a 
sign was to increase visibility to traffic along both Big Beaver and I-75.  Mr. Materne 
said that this sign would be approximately 170’ from the ground and a larger sign would 
make identification easier. 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing.  No one wished to be heard and the Public 
Hearing was closed. 
 
There are no written approvals or objections on file. 
 
Mr. Richnak asked if other variances had been granted for signs on buildings of this 
size.  Mr. Stimac said that he thought there were seven (7) or eight (8) buildings of this 
size in Troy and was sure that some of them had received variances. 
 
Motion by Kessler 
Supported by Richnak 
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ITEM #5 - con’t. 
 
MOVED, to grant Terry Ulch, Aver Sign Company, representing 888 W. Big Beaver, 
relief of Chapter 78 to install a 307 square foot wall sign, where only 200 square feet are 
allowed by Section 9.02.03, A of the Sign Ordinance. 
 

• Variance is not contrary to public interest. 
• Variance will not have an adverse effect to surrounding property. 

 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO GRANT VARIANCE CARRIED 
 
ITEM #6 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  JIM POWELL, REPRESENTING MAGGIANO’S 
RESTAURANT, 2085 W. BIG BEAVER, for relief to put up two (2) additional tenant 
identification signs on a new building, one of which projects 6.5’ from the face of the 
building.   
 
Section 9.02.03 D of the Sign Ordinance permits tenants in office buildings to install one 
tenant identification sign, not to exceed 20 square feet in size.  The petitioner is requesting 
relief to put up two (2) additional tenant identification signs on a new building.    The 
application submitted indicates one additional tenant identification sign (wall awning) 15 
square feet in size.  The application submitted also indicates a 57 square foot tenant 
identification sign, which projects 6.5 feet from the building wall.  Section 7.01.04 of the Sign 
Ordinance additionally prohibits signs that projects more than 12”. 
 
Mr. Stimac indicated that the Building Department had received a request for a sign from 
the owner of this building, and also was awaiting revised plans from the petitioner.  Mr. 
Stimac asked that this item be postponed to allow for a new public hearing. 
 
Motion by Richnak 
Supported by Nelson 
 
MOVED, to postpone the request of Jim Powell, representing Maggiano’s Restaurant, 2085 
W. Big Beaver, for relief to put up two (2) additional tenant identifications signs on a new 
building, one of which projects 6.5’ from the face of the building. 
 

• To allow the Building Department to review the revised plans. 
• To allow the Building Department the opportunity to publish a new Public Hearing. 

 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO POSTPONE REQUEST UNTIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 3, 2003 CARRIED 
 
ITEM #7 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  DANIEL BOYNTON, PRESIDENT OF THE 
GLENWOOD PARK HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, GLENWOOD PARK NORTH, for 
relief to install a 60 square foot subdivision identification sign at the northwest corner of the 
intersection of Acorn and Dequindre. 



BUILDING CODE BOARD OF APPEALS – DRAFT                         NOVEMBER 5, 2003 

 6

ITEM #7 – con’t. 
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the petitioner is requesting relief to install a 60 square foot 
subdivision identification sign at the northwest corner of the intersection of Acorn and 
Dequindre.  A “park area” approximately 12 feet in width was platted on both the north and 
south sides of the portion of Acorn Drive extending out to Dequindre.  These park areas 
include an easement for signage purposes.  The petitioner proposes to locate the 
subdivision entrance sign within the park area on the north side of the street, setback seven 
(7) feet from the Acorn Right of Way.  Table A of Section 9.01, of the Ordinance requires 
that the sign be placed with a minimum 10’ setback from the Right of Way. 
 
Mr. Boynton was present and stated that they wished to place the sign in this location as it 
would allow the homeowner’s association the ability to maintain the sign as well as add 
landscaping.  Mr. Boynton indicated that this sign would be in the same location as the 
original subdivision development sign was located.   Mr. Dziurman asked if provisions had 
been made in order to maintain the sign.  Mr. Boynton said that monies collected through 
the homeowner association dues, would be earmarked for this sign.   
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing.  No one wished to be heard and the Public 
Hearing was closed. 
 
There are no written approvals or objections on file. 
 
Motion by Richnak 
Supported by Nelson 
 
MOVED, to grant Daniel Boynton, president of the Glenwood Park Homeowners’ 
Association, Glenwood Park North, relief to install a 60 square foot subdivision identification 
sign at the northwest corner of the intersection of Acorn and Dequindre. 
 

• Variance is not contrary to public interest. 
• Variance would not have an adverse effect to surrounding property. 
• Compliance with the Ordinance would make maintenance of the sign difficult. 

 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO GRANT REQUEST CARRIED 
 
ITEM #8 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  NIPUR SHAH, 4302 CACTUS, for relief of Chapter 
83 to install a 48” high fence in a front yard location where 30” maximum height is permitted. 
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the petitioner is requesting relief of Chapter 83 to install a fence.  
This lot is a double front, thru lot.  As such it has front yard requirements along both Cactus 
and Dequindre.  Chapter 83 limits the height of fences in required front yards to 30” in 
height.  The site plan submitted indicates a non-obscuring 48” high fence located 20’ west 
of the east property line, in the required front setback along Dequindre. 
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ITEM #8 – con’t. 
 
Mr. Shah was present and stated that his back yard runs along Dequindre Road.  Mr. 
Shah’s home was robbed earlier in the year and it was determined that the thieves had  
gained access to the home by coming from Dequindre.  Mr. Shah is also concerned about 
safety for his children, as well as his mentally challenged brother, who resides with him 
approximately six (6) months a year.   
 
Mr. Dziurman asked what type of fence would be erected and Mr. Shah said it was a metal 
fence and would be identical to his neighbors’ fences.  The same contractor that installed 
the other fences would also install this fence.   
 
Mr. Zuazo asked if similar variances had been granted in this area, and Mr. Stimac 
indicated that he thought two other homes on Cactus had been granted similar variances. 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing.  No one wished to be heard and the Public 
Hearing was closed. 
 
There is one (1) written approval on file.  There are no written objections on file. 
 
Mr. Stimac asked if the fence would be installed up to the north property line.  Mr. Shah 
stated that it would go all the way to the property line.  Mr. Stimac pointed out that even 
though the property at the east end of Mr. Shah’s was an easement, it was Mr. Shah’s 
responsibility to maintain this area.  Mr. Shah stated that he understood that and would be 
willing to add a gate at the back of the property to allow access to this area. 
 
Motion by Kessler 
Supported by Richnak 
 
MOVED, to grant Nipur Shah, 4302 Cactus, relief of Chapter 83 to install a 48” high fence in 
a front yard location where 30” maximum height is permitted. 
 

• Gate would be provided at the back of the property to allow access to the easement 
for maintenance. 

• Fence would allow for more security for Mr. Shah’s family. 
• Variance is not contrary to public interest. 

 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO GRANT VARIANCE CARRIED 
 
ITEM #9 – (ITEM #2) – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  DEMPSTER DESIGNS, 
REPRESENTING CENTURY PLAZA, 3614-3674 ROCHESTER ROAD, for relief of 
Chapter 78 to install a 128 square foot ground sign located 3’ into the future right of way 
where Section 9.02.04 of Chapter 78 requires a 30’ setback. 
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the petitioners are requesting relief of Chapter 78 to replace 
the existing 201 square foot ground sign located 72’ from the section line of Rochester  
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ITEM #9 – con’t. 
 
Road with a sign that is 128 square feet in size.  Section 9.02.04, B of the Ordinance 
requires a sign of this size to be placed 30’ setback from the ultimate right of way.  Mr.  
Stimac indicated that upon further investigation the Building Department determined the 
proposed sign would not be in the ultimate right of way, but placement would remain, in 
fact, at the 75’ right of way line (0 setback). 
 
This item first appeared before this Board at the meeting of October 1, 2003 and was 
postponed to allow the petitioner the opportunity to be present. 
 
Mr. Robert Dempster was present and stated that they wished to update the existing 
sign, which will help the retailers in the area.  Mr. Dempster said that the old sign is in 
need of repair and they are proposing using the same base for the new sign, which is 
why they want the sign in this location.  Mr. Dempster also indicated that the square 
footage of the new sign has been reduced as well as the height. 
 
Mr. Richnak asked about the location of the existing secondary sign, advertising lease 
space available.  Mr. Richnak stated that he thought it was placed in the ultimate right of 
way setback, and asked if it could be moved.   
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the Ordinance allows the petitioner to have a 36 square foot 
sign indicating that there is space available for lease; however, they are required to 
comply with setback requirements.  Mr. Dempster said they would happy to relocate this 
“For Lease” sign out of the future right of way, which will then comply with the 
Ordinance. 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing.  No one wished to be heard and the Public 
Hearing was closed. 
 
There are no written approvals or complaints on file. 
 
Motion by Richnak 
Supported by Nelson 
 
MOVED, to grant Dempster Designs, representing Century Plaza, 3614-3674 Rochester 
Road, relief of Chapter 78 to install a 128 square foot ground sign located at the 75’ line 
(0 setback) where Section 9.02.04 of Chapter 78 requires a 30’ setback. 
 

• “For Lease” sign will be moved in order to comply with setback requirements. 
• New sign will be smaller than existing sign. 
• Variance is not contrary to public interest. 

 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO GRANT REQUEST CARRIED 
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The Building Code Board of Appeals meeting adjourned at 9:17 A.M. 
 
 
 
              
     Ted Dziurman, Chairman 
 
 
              
     Pam Pasternak, Recording Secretary 
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A meeting of the Troy Charter Revision Committee was held Wednesday, November 5, 2003, at 
City Hall, 500 W. Big Beaver Road. Chairman Daniel Bliss called the Meeting to order at 3:00 
P.M. 

 
Roll Call:  PRESENT: Lillian Barno, Daniel Bliss, Jerry Bloom, Shirley Kanoza, Robert 

Noce, Cynthia Wilsher 
ABSENT:   Mark Solomon – Arrived at 3:05 
ALSO PRESENT: City Attorney Lori Grigg Bluhm, Assistant City Manager/Finance 
and Administration John M. Lamerato, City Clerk Tonni Bartholomew, Deputy Clerk 
Barbara Holmes, Assistant to the City Manager Laura Fitzpatrick 

 
Approval of Minutes: 
Resolution #CR-2003-11-014 
Motion by: Bloom 
Seconded by: Kanoza 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of October 21, 2003 are approved with the following correction to 
page 6, paragraph 3: strike “Tuesday” and insert “Wednesday”. 
 
Yes: All 6 
Absent: Solomon 
 
Member Solomon arrived at 3:05 PM 
 
Reconsideration of the Minutes: 
Resolution #CR-2003-11-015 
Motion by: Bloom 
Seconded by: Kanoza 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of October 21, 2003, be reconsidered. 
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Approval of Corrected Minutes: 
Resolution #CR-2003-11-016 
Motion by: Solomon 
Seconded by: Bloom 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of October 21, 2003are approved with the following correction to 
page 5, paragraph 8 by inserting “the” in front of “date of the City election” and striking the word 
“of” following “date of the City election”. 
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Proposed Charter Amendments 
 

City of Troy
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Section 5.11 Initiatory and Referendary Petitions 
Resolution #CR-2003-11-017 
Motion by: Solomon 
Seconded by: Bloom 
 
RESOLVED, That the consideration of Section 5.11, Initiatory and Referendary Petitions, of the 
City Charter be amended by striking “ten percent of the” and inserting “2,000” after the words 
“shall be signed by not less than” and by striking “twenty-one” and inserting “ninety” after the 
words “obtained within” in the first paragraph. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the second paragraph be amended by striking the words 
“and fifteen days from such notification shall be allowed for filing of supplemental petition 
papers” After the words “mail the person filing such petition” 
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Section 5.14 Ordinance Suspended: Miscellaneous Provisions on Initiatory and 
Referendary Petitions 
Resolution #CR-2003-10-018 
Motion by: Bliss 
Seconded by: Bloom 
 
RESOLVED, That no action be taken on Section 5.14, Ordinance Suspended: Miscellaneous 
Provisions on Initiatory and Referendary Petitions, of the City Charter.  
 
Yes:  Bliss, Barno, Kanoza, Solomon, Wilshire 
No: Bloom, Noce 
 
Audience Participation 
Mrs. Mary Ann Bernardi and Mr. Peter Ziegenfelder were both present and indicated support for 
the reduction of the number of signatures required for Initiatory and Referendary Petitions. 
 
Adjournment 
Resolution #CR-2003-11-019 
Motion by: Barno 
Seconded by: Kanoza 
 
RESOLVED, That the Charter Revision Committee be adjourned  
 
Yes: All 7 
 
Assistant City Manager/Finance and Administration Lamerato noted that the recommendations of 
the Charter Revision Committee will be advanced to the City Council at their November 17, 2003 
Meeting as a green item for proposed action at their December 1, 2003 meeting. 
 
Adjournment: 4:05 PM 
 

Daniel Bliss, Chair  Tonni L. Bartholomew, City Clerk 
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Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens 
 

A Regular meeting of the Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens was held on Thursday, 
Novmeber 6, 2003 at the Troy Community Center.  Chairman David Ogg called the meeting to 
order at 10 AM. 
 
Present: David Ogg, Chairman Jo Rhoads, Member 
 Ed Forst, Vice-Chairman Jane Crowe, Member  
 Bill Weisgerber, Member Merrill Dixon, Member    
 Steven Banch, Member Carla Vaughan, Staff   
 JoAnn Thompson, Member       
  
Absent:      None 
   
Visitors:  Martin Knollenberg, Oakland County Commissioner;  Evette Ford, At Your Service    
 
Approval of Minutes   
 
Resolution # SC-2003-11-001 
Moved by Jo Rhoads 
Seconded by Jane Crowe 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of Oct. 2, 2003 be approved as submitted. 
 
Yes:  8   
No:  1   
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Addition of Separate Senior Budget item to agenda  
 
Resolution # SC-2003-11-002 
Moved by  Bill Weisgerber  
Seconded by  Ed Forst   
 
RESOLVED, that an item about a separate senior budget be added under old business. 
 
Yes:  8   
No:  1   
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Addition of Departure Time for Senior Trips item to agenda under new business.  
 
Resolution # SC-2003-11-003 
Moved by Jo Rhoads  
Seconded by JoAnn Thompson  
 

City of Troy
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RESOLVED, That an item about the departure time for senior trips be added under new 
business.  
 
Yes:  9   
No:  0   
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Visitor Comments 
 
Commissioner Knollenberg introduced himself and told the Committee that there is an Oakland 
County Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens 
 
Evette Ford handed out brochures about her Troy in-home care business.  
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Civic Center Task Force:   David Ogg reported that an amphitheater and gardens were 
discussed and the task force will also be suggesting a schedule for implementation.  They are 
scheduled to report to City Council in February. 
 
Separate Senior Budget:  Bill Weisgerber reviewed the minutes from 2002 about discussions 
that the Committee has had on this matter and led a discussion about the budget information 
that he feels the Committee needs to do its job of making recommendations for seniors.   
 
Resolution # SC-2003-11-04 
Moved by David Ogg  
Seconded by Jo Rhoads 
 
RESOLVED that Bill Weisgerber attend the next Park Baord meeting along with Merrill Dixon 
and request a financial accounting about the senior program. 
 
Yes:  9 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED   
 
New Business 
 
Departure Time for Senior Trips:  Jo Rhoads and JoAnn Thompson led a discussion about 
how a senior can find out when a trip is leaving when they have misplaced their itinerary.  They 
received call last month at 11:30 p.m on Sunday about a trip leaving the following morning and 
could not find the information in the newsletter or on the Internet.  Carla reported that everyone 
receives an itinerary at a departure meeting.  The exact departure time is not printed in the 
newsletter as it is often not known by press time.  The travel agent provides that information at 
a meeting about two weeks prior to departure.  This is the first time this has come up and Carla 
will look at ways to handle this situation in the future.    
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Tour of Rochester Senior Center:  David Ogg offered to arrange a tour of the new Rochester 
Senior Center and he will get back with members regarding the date.     
 
Reports 
 
Park Board:  Merrill Dixon reported that the Park Board held a joint meeting with the Advisory 
Committee for Person with Disabilities.  They also discussed the new park where the 
Methodist Church had been located and fees for subsidized programs. 
 
Medi-Go:  Jo Rhoads reported that they are busy and doing well. 
 
Lunch Attendance:  Carla reported that she has not received a report form Emerald for 
September or October.  Lunch attendance was down 4% the past fiscal year.    
 
Senior Program Report:  Carla reported that 800 people received flu shots at the Community 
Center on November 4.  We also held a Senior Expo on this date with over 40 booths.  On-line 
registration for senior programs will be available beginning next month.  Bill Weisgerber 
inquired about goals for 2003/2004 under the three year action plan:   
 
• Expand home chore program to include house cleaning  (has been suggested but not 

implemented) 
• Locate all ordinances in City Code that apply to the senior program (there are none) 
• Have a senior staff person attend Troy People Concerned board meetings (not yet 

implemented) 
    
OLHSA:  JoAnn Thompson reported that they had a speaker on in-home care.  
 
Suggestions:  None 
 
Member Comments 
 
David Ogg reported that the new senior program brochure is very nice. 
 
Steve Banch reported that there was a problem with the cleanliness the men’s bathroom on flu 
shot day and that kids are damaging the bark on the trees in the lobby.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
David Ogg, Chairman 
 
 
Carla Vaughan, Secretary 
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The Regular Meeting of the Troy City Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Littman at 7:30 p.m. on November 11, 2003, in the Council Chambers of the 
Troy City Hall. 
 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

 
Present: Absent: 
Dennis A. Kramer Gary Chamberlain 
Lawrence Littman Wayne Wright 
Robert Schultz 
Walter Storrs 
Thomas Strat 
Mark J. Vleck 
David T. Waller 
 
Also Present: 
Mark F. Miller, Planning Director 
Brent Savidant, Principal Planner 
Susan Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
Kathy Czarnecki, Recording Secretary 
 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-048 
Moved by:  Schultz 
Seconded by: Waller 
 
RESOLVED, That Messrs. Chamberlain and Wright be excused from attendance at 
this meeting.   
 
Yes: All present (7) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Storrs erred in not correcting the October 14, 2003 Regular Meeting minutes that 
were approved at the last meeting and requested that his statement with reference to 
the PUD process under the Good of the Order be expounded and entered into the 
minutes.  Mr. Storrs believes the lengthy PUD negotiation process as it exists today 
serves as an invitation for a developer (or someone else) to come in with a minimum 
concept or submittal and through all of the negotiations, just keep giving a little bit and 
a little bit and a little bit until the proposal is approved.  Because that process appears 
to work, all the repetitive negotiations could provide an opportunity for corruption.   

City of Troy
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Chairman Littman announced that Item 5, Public Hearing for the Rezoning Request 
(Z-692) for a proposed retail development, south side of Maple, east side of Axtell, has 
been withdrawn by the petitioner. 
 
 

SITE CONDOMINIUM SITE PLAN 
 
3. SITE PLAN REVIEW – Proposed Wattles Ridge Site Condominium, 14 units 

proposed, South of Wattles, East of Rochester Road, Section 23 – R-1C 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed site condominium development.  He reported that ownership of one of the 
parcels is involved in an on-going lawsuit and noted that it has no relevancy to the 
site plan submittal.  The Planning Department prefers the layout with 14 units, as 
opposed to the alternate layout with 13 units that was submitted at the request of 
the Planning Department.   
 
Mr. Savidant reported that it is the recommendation of the Planning Department to 
approve the Preliminary Site Condominium as submitted with the condition that a 
20-foot wide public access way is dedicated to the City of Troy, including a 12-foot 
wide paved public access drive, from Wattles Road to the detention pond.   
 
Connections to Wattles Road, the detention basin and access to the detention 
basin, and future development of the frontage parcels were discussed.   
 
The petitioner, John DeBruyne of SDA Architects, Inc., 2201 Twelve Mile Road, 
Warren, was present.   
 
Sam Mercurio, developer, of 5540 Brookside, Washington Township, and Tom 
Rice, broker with TDR Associates, 28291 Martindale, New Hudson, were also 
present.   
 
Chairman Littman asked if the developer has control of the frontage parcels on 
Wattles Road and if / how he has control of the area that is going to be the easement 
for the retention pond.   
 
Mr. Rice stated they have control of the frontage parcels, but noted that some of the 
parcels remain under an option agreement and closing on those parcels would be 
scheduled some time next year.   
 
Mr. Mercurio said there are no definite development plans for that portion of the 
property at this time, noting it may remain as is or possibly residential homes may be 
built on the property.  He confirmed that the property is usable as it is currently zoned.   
 
Chairman Littman opened the floor for public comment. 
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Robert Smith, 1340 Burns Drive, was present.  Mr. Smith’s home is adjacent to the 
east end of the proposed development.  Mr. Smith said he was informed by the DNR 
that the wooded area is a wetlands and no digging or filling of that wetlands is allowed.  
He said the developer has destroyed the wetlands and the habitat for the red wing 
blackbirds, muskrats and other indigenous animals.  Mr. Smith stated that maple 
trees, 3 to 4 inch in diameter, have also been destroyed.  Mr. Smith feels the proposed 
development will create additional traffic and increase the difficulty that now exists for 
vehicular traffic to exit onto Wattles Road.  Mr. Smith hopes the proposed 
condominiums will be well constructed and complement the subdivision environment.   
 
Mr. Miller confirmed that the City’s Environmentalist Specialist reviewed the proposed 
development and determined that the wetlands are unregulated. 
 
Chairman Littman encouraged Mr. Smith to contact the DNR again for clarification on 
the wetlands. 
 
Mr. Waller encouraged Mr. Smith to keep written records of all communication with 
respect to the proposed project.   
 
Kimberly Flaig of 1219 Judy Drive, Troy, was present.  Ms. Flaig’s home is behind the 
wetlands area.  She voiced her concern that future development of the remaining 
parcels could result in a strip shopping mall.  Ms. Flaig indicated that City staff has 
more than once informed her that the only development that could go in this area is 
single family homes or a church.  She said she wants the residential environment to 
remain.  Ms. Flaig voiced her concern with potential flooding as a result of the 
development.  Ms. Flaig stated she may pursue adverse possession as a device to 
slow or halt the development, and noted she has maintained a portion of the land 
behind her home since the subdivision was built more than 15 years ago.  Ms. Flaig 
insisted that the value of the proposed condominiums be greater than the current 
value of the subdivision homes, referencing a price range of $400,000.  She cited that 
if the condominium development is constructed similar to the recent condominiums 
that are behind Blockbuster next to Tom’s Landscaping, she and the neighbors would 
file a petition in opposition.  Ms. Flaig said that the proposed development would 
increase traffic congestion and jeopardize the safety of school children.  Ms. Flaig 
voiced a concern that the condominiums would not sell quickly because of the 
market’s current glut.    
 
Chairman Littman explained that the charge of the Planning Commission is to review 
and determine if the site plan conforms to the laws, rules and regulations of the City.  
He informed Ms. Flaig that adverse possession would be handled through the court 
system.  
 
The floor was closed. 
 
Mr. Miller clarified that the proposed development is within the R-1C zoning district, 
which is the same zoning district of the neighboring subdivision.  He informed 
concerned residents in the audience that a site condominium development must 
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adhere to the same requirements of a single family residential subdivision, but noted a 
site condominium development is merely an alternative method of platting a residential 
subdivision.  Mr. Miller stated the City is required by law to permit the development of 
site condominiums, and further explained the ownership differences between 
subdivisions and condominiums for which the City cannot discriminate.   
 
Ms. Lancaster, confirming Mr. Miller’s statements, encouraged the residents to review 
the informative Comparison between Site Condos and Plats prepared by the Planning 
Department.  She stated there are homeowner associations for condominiums, as well 
as residential subdivisions.  Ms. Lancaster explained that the charge of the Planning 
Commission is to make a recommendation to City Council as to whether or not the site 
plan meets the requirements of the City ordinance.  She stated that City Council has 
final approval of the site plan and has no control over taxes.  Ms. Lancaster said the 
Planning Commission cannot give consideration to the value of a house, and has no 
authority over the pricing of the homes.  Ms. Lancaster said the Planning Commission 
is very aware of adverse possession, but clarified that the Commission cannot delay 
the process of a particular site plan that meets City requirements based upon a threat 
of adverse possession.  Ms. Lancaster confirmed the City has no ordinance with 
respect to wetlands and, therefore, has no authority on non-regulated wetlands.   
 
Chairman Littman informed the audience that further questions or concerns could be 
discussed with the City Attorney’s Office, City Council or the Planning Department.   
 
Mr. Kramer said it would be in the best interest of the City and the Planning 
Commission to look at a proposal that gives consideration to the whole area, 
particularly, since the petitioner has indicated that the area is under his control.  
 
Mr. Vleck voiced opposition, citing that the proposal in front of the Commission 
appears to meet all ordinance requirements and suggested the Commission move 
forward with the proposal.   
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-049 
Moved by:  Kramer 
Seconded by: Storrs 
 
RESOLVED, That the Preliminary Site Plan as requested for Wattles Ridge Site 
Condominium be tabled for further discussion at the December 2, 2003 Special/Study 
Meeting for consideration of a proposal from the developer for the entire R-1C 
property.   
 
Yes: Kramer, Littman, Storrs 
No: Schultz, Strat, Vleck, Waller 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION DENIED 
 
A brief discussion followed.   
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Chairman Littman stated the Planning Commission is to look and understand what is 
going on with future development, and the only way one can provide for the orderly 
development of an area is to know what is going on in the future. 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-050 
Moved by: Vleck 
Seconded by: Schultz 
 
RESOLVED, That the Planning Commission recommends to City Council that the 
Preliminary Site Plan, as requested for Wattles Ridge Site Condominium, including 14 
units, located south of Wattles Road and east of Rochester Road, Section 23, within 
the R-1C zoning district be granted, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. Dedication of a 20-foot wide public access way to the City of Troy as part of 

the retention area, including a 12-foot wide paved public access drive. 
 
Yes: Kramer, Schultz, Strat, Vleck, Waller 
No: Littman, Storrs 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Storrs is not in favor of the proposal because he believes the development 
should have a connection to Wattles Road, and he would like to see something 
concrete from the developer as to how he can utilize the R1-C zoning in future 
development.  Mr. Storrs also encouraged the residents to address City Council 
with their concerns on potential water issues as a result of the proposed 
development. 
 
Chairman Littman said his reason for voting no has already been stated.  He noted 
the concerns of the residents are on record, and it is hoped that the Commission 
has provided them with some direction.  Chairman Littman announced that the 
proposal would go before City Council for their review and approval in 
approximately one month. 
 
 

REZONING REQUESTS 
 

4. PUBLIC HEARING - PROPOSED REZONING (Z-597 D) – Proposed Retail 
Development, South side of Long Lake, West of Rochester Road, Section 15 – R-
1T to B-2 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed rezoning request for retail development.  Mr. Savidant reported that it is 
the recommendation of the Planning Department to deny the rezoning request 
because it is inconsistent with the Future Land Use Plan and is incompatible with 
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adjacent land uses and zoning districts.  Mr. Savidant noted that the Planning 
Department has received numerous phone calls and inquiries regarding the 
rezoning application and is in receipt of a number of e-mail messages and letters 
voicing opposition to the rezoning request.   
 
Mr. Waller asked if the Planning Department received any additional information 
relating to the problematic nature of the property for residential purposes.  
 
Mr. Savidant responded in the negative.  
 
Jill Bankey, Attorney, was present to represent the petitioner.  Ms. Bankey 
introduced Robert Roth of Long Lake Development Partners, LLC, and Ralph 
Nunez of Design Team Limited.  She presented a brief background and history of 
the property.   
 
Ralph Nunez of Design Team Limited, 17255 W. Ten Mile Road, Southfield, gave a 
synopsis of his professional background.  Mr. Nunez gave a very thorough and 
impressive presentation on the proposed development; i.e., dynamics and planning 
aspects of the proposed development, current uses, transition to residential, traffic 
study, traffic access points, master land use plan, stormwater on site, and 
improvements to existing characteristics of the site. 
 
Mr. Miller noted to the petitioner that the City has updated the Master Land Use 
Plan and zoning map.  Mr. Nunez noted the changes as stated by Mr. Miller. 
 
Mr. Storrs said he supported a previous request for the property to be developed as 
residential.  He questioned the logic and rationale for B-2 zoning in the area. 
 
Mr. Kramer commended the presentation of Mr. Nunez.  He asked the petitioner to 
address justification for additional B-2 zoning in the City, the feasibility and/or 
unfeasibility of residential development on the property, and the specifics in the 
transitional zoning.  Mr. Kramer also asked if consideration was given to the 
adjacent parcel as part of the proposed rezoning.   
 
Mr. Nunez responded there was discussion with the owner of the adjacent parcel to 
the southwest with respect to attached residential zoning.  He stated that the 
petitioner does not have control of the residential property to the north.  Mr. Nunez 
stated that the petitioner is considering a big box retail development should the 
proposed rezoning be approved.   
 
Mr. Strat also commended the presentation of Mr. Nunez and requested a copy of 
the soils report with reference to the former property owner’s proposed residential 
development. 
 
Copies of the soils report were circulated to the Commission. 
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Mr. Nunez said it is his belief that the soils report was a tool utilized by the former 
property owner to withdraw from the purchase agreement.   
 
Mr. Miller reported that Mr. Roth met with the Real Estate and Development Director 
to discuss development plans, and noted that a Planned Unit Development option 
was discussed.  Mr. Miller said there could be potential for a Brownfield 
redevelopment project at this location, but at this time it is not known if it would be 
advantageous.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 
 
Linda Thielfeldt of 646 Long Lake Road, Troy, was present.  She noted that the 
petitioner did not address the zoning to the north and the single family residential to 
the west, currently under construction by Harrington Development Company.  Ms. 
Thielfeldt stated that the soils contamination matter discussed tonight is not as big 
of an issue as it may appear.  Ms. Thielfeldt said that the Master Plan Land Use, as 
well as the neighborhood surroundings, does not support the proposed rezoning.  
She noted that three retail developments within the area are currently experiencing 
vacancies, and questioned the need for further commercial vacancies and potential 
blight from a big box retailer.  Ms. Thielfeldt voiced concerns with increased traffic 
and congestion, increased noise and light pollution, potential flooding and the home 
values of the affected residents.  She shared the Governor’s Cool Cities program 
promoting the initiative to make cities more attractive.  Ms. Thielfeldt referenced a 
problematic site in Birmingham (south of 15 mile, east of Eton) that, through 
creative planning and zoning, was developed as a residential and business 
development in a village type of setting.  Ms. Thielfeldt asked the Commission’s 
recommendation to City Council for the proposed rezoning be one of denial now 
and in the future.   
 
Sahar Fakhouri was present on behalf of the builder who owns the property 
adjacent to the west of the proposed rezoning.  Ms. Fakhouri voiced strong 
opposition to the proposed rezoning for multiple reasons; one of much importance 
being that the property recently acquired from Choice Development was acquired 
with the understanding that it is adjacent to a residential development.  Ms. 
Fakhouri said the rezoning would be a major detriment to their development and a 
major economic loss to the company.  Ms. Fakhouri reported that results of soils 
boring tests conducted for their development were negative.  She further expressed 
a major concern with lights.  Ms. Fakhouri noted that they tried twice, to no avail, to 
make contact with the owner of the adjacent property.   
 
Mr. Kramer questioned the setbacks for the property to the east. 
 
Mr. Miller responded that it is approximately 100 feet from the residents because 
there is a single loaded road on the west side.   
 
Michael Chaffee of 5064 Shrewsbury, Troy, was present.  Mr. Chaffee said that 
living next door to a B-2 zoning district is not a buffer, but an area from which one 
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wants to be buffered.  Mr. Chaffee believes that residential development could be 
achieved at the subject site. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
 
Mr. Strat commented that after briefly looking at the soils test, it appears that 
approximately 6 feet of topsoil has been placed above the existing grade. 
 
Mr. Vleck said he would be more in favor of a Planned Unit Development project on 
this site, and noted his concerns with the transitional buffer zones. 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-051 
Moved by: Vleck 
Seconded by: Strat 
 
RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission hereby recommends denial to the City 
Council for the rezoning request from the R-1T to B-2 (Z-597) for the property 
located on the south side of Long Lake Road and west of Rochester Road within 
Section 15, being 14.5 acres in size, for the following reasons:  
 
1. The rezoning request is inconsistent with the Future Land Use Plan, which 

classifies the property as Medium Density Residential. 
 
2. The existing R-1T One Family Attached zoning district serves as a transition 

zone between the existing B-2 Community Business zoning district and the 
existing CR-1 One Family Cluster and R-1C One Family Residential zoning 
districts located to the north and west of the subject property.  Further, the 
elimination of the R-1T transition would negatively impact the adjacent 
residential neighborhoods.  The rezoning application is therefore incompatible 
with adjacent land uses and zoning districts. 

 
3. The petitioner could explore other multiple uses or buffer zone options.   
 
Yes: Kramer, Littman, Schultz, Storrs, Strat, Vleck 
No: Waller 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Waller said he agrees that the subject property could be used for other potential 
aspects.  He noted the Commission was deficient of any testimony for the subject 
site to be developed as a PUD or other multiple zoning uses, and that the plan 
before the Commission tonight could be a reasonable use for the site.   
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___________ 
 
Chairman Littman requested a recess at 9:34 p.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 9:41 p.m. 

___________ 
 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING - PROPOSED REZONING (Z-692) – Proposed Retail 

Development, South side of Maple, East side of Axtell, Section 32 – M-1 to B-3 
 
Item withdrawn by the petitioner. 
 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED REZONING (Z-518 B) – Kresge Foundation 
Headquarters Proposed Office Building, South side of Big Beaver, West of 
Coolidge, Section 30 – R-1C to O-1 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed rezoning request.  Mr. Savidant reported that it is the recommendation of 
the Planning Department to approve the rezoning request. 
 
The petitioner, Ronald Gagnon of 25233 Appleton Drive, Farmington Hills, was 
present.  Mr. Gagnon, Project Manager for the Kresge Foundation, gave a brief 
explanation for the rezoning request and noted it is proposed for 100% office use.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 
 
No one was present to speak. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-052 
Moved by: Waller 
Seconded by: Schultz 
 
RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission hereby recommends to the City Council 
that the R-1C to O-1 (Z-518 B) rezoning request located on the south side of Big 
Beaver and west of Coolidge, within Section 30, being 0.79 acres in size, be 
granted.  
 
Yes: All present (7) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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SPECIAL USE REQUEST 
 

7. PUBLIC HEARING – SPECIAL USE REQUEST (SU-321) – Proposed Auto Repair 
Facility (within existing industrial building), East of Livernois, South of Park (1025 
Troy Court), Section 34 – M-1 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed special use request.  Mr. Savidant noted that the site plan incorrectly 
shows 5 parking spaces to be 18 feet in length when the standard parking space 
dimension is 19 feet long by 9.5 feet wide.  Mr. Savidant reported that it is the 
recommendation of the Planning Department to approve the request and site plan 
as submitted with the conditions that the off-street parking spaces are designated at 
a minimum of 19 feet long by 9.5 feet wide, with a 24-foot wide maneuvering lane, 
and a minimum of three trees are planted within the 10-foot wide greenbelt area on 
Troy Court. 
 
The requirement of an ingress/egress easement prior to final site plan approval was 
discussed.  Further reference was made with respect to communication received 
from adjacent businesses regarding traffic traversing through their parking lots to 
access the 1025 Troy Court property.   
 
The petitioner, John Hupman of 1825 Latimer Drive, Troy, was present.  Mr. 
Hupman said his business has been located two doors down from the subject site 
for 14 years, and he has received no complaints from adjacent businesses.  Mr. 
Hupman assured the Commission that there would be no traffic backup from 
customers, whose vehicles would be promptly moved into the back or inside of the 
building.  Mr. Hupman noted the width of the entrance driveway accommodates 
three vehicles, and most likely 12 vehicles for the entire driveway. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 
 
No one was present to speak. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-053 
Moved by: Kramer 
Seconded by: Waller 
 
RESOLVED, that Special Use Approval and Preliminary Site Plan Approval, 
pursuant to Section 28.30.07 of the Zoning Ordinance, as requested for the Master 
Auto Service, located on the east of Livernois, south of Park, located on Troy Court, 
Section 34, within the M-1 zoning district, is hereby granted, subject to the following 
conditions:  
 
1. All off-street parking spaces shall be a minimum of 19 feet long by 9.5 feet wide, 

within a 24-foot wide maneuvering lane.   
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2. There shall be a minimum of three trees planted within the 10-foot wide 

greenbelt area on Troy Court.   
 
Yes: All present (7) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

SITE PLANS 
 

8. SITE PLAN REVIEW (SP 271 A) – 5500 New King Medical Bldg., Proposed Parking 
Lot Expansion, Northeast corner of New King and Corporate Drive, Section 8 – O-M 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed medical building parking lot expansion.  Mr. Savidant reported that it is the 
recommendation of the Planning Department to approve the site plan as submitted.   
 
Brad Brickel of Nowak & Fraus, 1310 N. Stephenson Highway, Troy, was present to 
represent the petitioner.  Mr. Brickel confirmed that the petitioner gave consideration 
to land banking some of the parking spaces at this site but prefers not to take that 
option.  Mr. Brickel also confirmed the location of the dumpster enclosure on the site 
plan. 
 
Chairman Littman opened the floor for public comment. 
 
There was no one present who wished to speak. 
 
The floor was closed. 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-054 
Moved by: Waller 
Seconded by: Vleck 
 
RESOLVED, that Preliminary Site Plan Approval, as requested for 5500 New King 
Medical Building, parking lot expansion, located on the northeast corner of New King 
and Corporate Drive, located in section 8, within the O-M zoning district, is hereby 
granted. 
 
Yes: All present (7) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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9. SITE PLAN RENEWAL (SP 902) – Proposed Industrial Building Addition, North of 
Maple, East side of Thunderbird (1960 Thunderbird), Section 28 – M-1 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed photo studio.  Mr. Savidant reported that it is the recommendation of the 
Planning Department to approve the site plan as submitted. 
 
The petitioner, John Danckaert of Jickling Lyman Powell Associates, 2900 W. 
Maple Road, Troy, was present.   
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-055 
Moved by: Storrs 
Seconded by: Strat 
 
RESOLVED, that Preliminary Site Plan Approval, as requested for an addition, 
located north of Maple and on the east side of Thunderbird (1960 Thunderbird), 
located in section 28, within the M-1 zoning district, is hereby granted.   
 
Yes: All present (7) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

10. SITE PLAN REVIEW (SP 216 B) – Proposed Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant, 
South side of Big Beaver, East of Butterfield, Section 29 – O-S-C 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant.  Mr. Savidant noted that the Planning 
Commission must determine if the standards as stipulated within Section 26.25.01 
for restaurants located within the O-S-C zoning district are met.  Mr. Savidant 
reported that it is the recommendation of the Planning Department to approve the 
site plan as submitted with the condition as follows. 
 
1. To ensure that the restaurant addition provides a “logical extension of the floor plan 

of the principal structures, and shall utilize exterior materials similar to or 
harmonious with such principal structures” (as per Section 26.25.01), the materials 
used on the restaurant exterior shall be matched with the existing office building as 
follows:    

 
A. The brick of Maggiano’s shall match as closely as possible with the existing office 

building. 
B. The EIFS (Exterior Insulated Finish System) of Maggiano’s shall match the EIFS 

of the existing office building. 
C. The window and door trim of Maggiano’s shall match the color of the existing 

office building window and door trim. 
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D. The glass of Maggiano’s shall match the glass of the existing office building. 
E. The color of the existing office vestibule shall be changed to match the EIFS of 

Maggiano’s. 
 
A lengthy discussion followed with respect to the determination of “harmonious” or 
“matching” materials for the proposed development and the attached office building.  
Sample materials were circulated.   
 
The owner, Sam Finsilver of 34975 W. 12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, was present.  
Mr. Finsilver said the original intent of Maggiano’s was to use its standard brick so 
there would be a contrast between the two bricks because an exact match is 
impractical.  He indicated that he would prefer to follow Maggiano’s concepts.   
 
Jim Powell of GHA Architects, 14110 Dallas Parkway, Dallas, Texas, was present to 
represent the petitioner.  He suggested a mock-up of the brick be provided for 
consideration prior to construction.   
 
Chairman Littman asked the owner to replace the current sign in front of the 
vacated restaurant building.  Mr. Finsilver agreed.   
 
Mr. Powell confirmed that 1,100 linear feet of sidewalk is proposed on Todd and 
Butterfield and is noted on the site plan.  Mr. Powell also stated that Maggiano’s 
exterior doors and window trims are wood.   
 
Mr. Waller applauded the petitioner’s act to contribute to the City’s plan of 
walkability throughout the City.   
 
Resolution  (Modified – see PC-2003-11-056) 
Moved by: Strat 
Seconded by: Vleck 
 
RESOLVED, that Preliminary Site Plan Approval, as requested for Maggiano’s Little 
Italy Restaurant, located on the south side of Big Beaver and east of Butterfield, 
located in section 29, within the O-S-C zoning district; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, To insure that the restaurant portion of the structure 
and the floor plan of the principal structure shall utilize exterior materials similar to 
and harmonious with the principal structure per Section 26.25.01, materials used in 
the restaurant exterior shall be matched with the existing office building, as follows: 
 
1. The petitioner shall provide at least three test panels of at least 100 brick that 

will be actually located on the site in such a manner that it can be relocated in 
the shadow or in the direct sunlight and shall be reviewed and approved by the 
Planning Department. 

 
2. The EIFS (Exterior Insulated Finish System) of Maggiano’s shall match the 

EIFS (Exterior Insulated Finish System) of the other existing office building. 
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3. The windows and door trims of Maggiano’s shall match the color of the existing 

office building windows and door trims.   
 
4. The glass of Maggiano’s shall match the glass of the existing office building. 
 
5.  The color of the existing office vestibule shall be changed to match the EIFS 

(Exterior Insulated Finish System) of Maggiano’s. 
 
 
Mr. Vleck requested that references in the motion stating “shall match” be revised to 
state “shall be harmonious”. 
 
Mr. Strat voiced no objections to this change. 
 
There was further discussion on the brick and mortar colors.   
 
Mr. Schultz questioned the motion’s intent to match the windows and door trims to 
the existing office building windows and door trims.  He noted that historically 
Maggiano’s has naturally finished wood window frames and doors and questioned if 
the motion would preclude Maggiano’s from using naturally finished wood on the 
building.   
 
Discussion followed.   
 
Mr. Miller recommended that a new motion be proposed.  He stated that the 
Planning Commission’s premise of the original motion was to have the two buildings 
match.  It appears that the Commission’s intent is to allow Maggiano’s to build with 
its standard wood and brick.   
 
Mr. Strat modified the motion on the floor as follows: 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-056 
Moved by: Strat 
Seconded by: Vleck 
 
RESOLVED, that Preliminary Site Plan Approval, as requested for Maggiano’s Little 
Italy Restaurant, located on the south side of Big Beaver and east of Butterfield, 
located in section 29, within the O-S-C zoning district; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, To insure that the restaurant portion of the structure 
and the floor plan of the principal structure shall utilize exterior materials similar to 
and harmonious with the principal structure per Section 26.25.01, materials used in 
the restaurant exterior shall be matched with the existing office building, as follows: 
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1. The petitioner shall provide at least three samples of brick of 100 brick laid up in 
mortar so that the Planning Department can and will give final approval; brick 
color and brick samples to be selected by the architect of record on the project. 

 
2. The EIFS (Exterior Insulated Finish System) color shall match or be harmonious  

with the existing office building. 
 
3. The windows and doors shall be the standard Maggiano’s wood doors and 

frames. 
 
4. The glass of Maggiano’s shall match or be harmonious with the existing office 

building. 
 
5. The color of the existing vestibule shall match the EIFS (Exterior Insulated Finish 

System) of Maggiano’s. 
 
Yes: All present (7) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

11. SITE PLAN REVIEW (SP 903) – Proposed Maple Coolidge Office Building, South of 
Maple, East side of Coolidge, Section 32 – O-1 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed Maple Coolidge Office Building.  Mr. Savidant reported that it is the 
recommendation of the Planning Department to approve the site plan as submitted.   
 
The petitioner, Seth Penchansky of David Milling & Associates, 208 W. Liberty, Ann 
Arbor, was present.  Mr. Penchansky explained that the proposed development is a 
Brownfield redevelopment site.  He noted that a baseline environmental 
assessment was done and some cleanup has been completed.  Mr. Penchansky 
said the development would definitely be an improvement to the City, particularly in 
that area.  He reported that the basement would not be occupied and used only for 
storage by the tenants.  Mr. Penchansky said the parking area under the building 
would meet all requirements of the Fire Department.   
 
Chairman Littman asked if the motion could include the use of the unoccupied lower 
floor.   
 
Ms. Lancaster clarified that conditions of use cannot be placed on a site plan, and 
that a change in use would have to come before the Commission again.   
 
Mr. Miller noted that storage areas are excluded from the calculation of usable floor 
space and, thus, parking spaces.  The Building Department would be responsible 
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for the enforcement.  Should the petitioner utilize the lower level space, it would be 
necessary to calculate the parking spaces based on the usable space.   
 
The petitioner displayed an interim concept of the layout of the building.   
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-057 
Moved by: Schultz 
Seconded by: Waller 
 
RESOLVED, that Preliminary Site Plan Approval, as requested for the Maple 
Coolidge Office Building, located south of Maple and on the east side of Coolidge, 
located in section 32, within the O-1 zoning district, is hereby granted.   
 
Yes: Kramer, Littman, Schultz, Strat, Vleck, Waller 
No: Storrs 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Storrs noted that the proposed underground storm water detention is the reason 
for his negative vote. 
 
Mr. Penchansky thanked the Planning Commission and the Planning Department 
for their assistance in the site plan process. 
 
Mr. Schultz thanked the petitioner for the sidewalk easement, and said he is looking 
forward to the improvement to the City.   
 
 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Ms. Lancaster reminded the Commission that tonight is her final meeting, as she will be 
assisting the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Assistant City Attorney Allan Motzny will be 
replacing her.  She gave a brief synopsis of Mr. Motzny’s professional background, and 
noted he is an avid Michigan State fan. 
 
Mr. Schultz thanked Ms. Lancaster for her expertise.  He also noted that a good 
development on Big Beaver was approved tonight.   
 
Mr. Strat said he has enjoyed knowing Ms. Lancaster for his short time term on the 
Commission.  He noted that he would continue to work with the U.S. Green Building 
Council and administration in coordinating a presentation to the Planning Commission.   
 
Chairman Littman said Ms. Lancaster was a very functional part of the Planning 
Commission with tremendous insight and she will be missed.  He suggested that the 
members compile their list of topics for next year’s Study Sessions.  Chairman Littman 
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asked if the City Attorney’s Office has made a determination on the committee and sub-
committee matter.   
 
Ms. Lancaster reported that the City Attorney is working on the matter.   
 
Mr. Kramer said that Ms. Lancaster’s knowledge and professionalism would be missed.   
 
Mr. Waller wished Ms. Lancaster every happiness as she continues on the road to serve 
the City of Troy.  He asked the Commission to consider a workshop type of meeting to 
discuss items that are not agenda related.   
 
Mr. Vleck said it’s been a pleasure working with Ms. Lancaster.   
 
 
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was adjourned at 11:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       
Lawrence Littman, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
       
Kathy L. Czarnecki, Recording Secretary 
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A meeting of the Civic Center Priority Task Force (CCPTF) was held on Wednesday, 
November 12, 2003 at 7:30 P.M., at City Hall in the Council Board Room.  Brian Wattles 
called the meeting to order at 7:31p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:  

 
 
ABSENT: 
Ryan Deel (Traffic Committee) 
Catherine Herzog (Troy Youth Council) 
Ann Partlan (Historic District Commission) 
Carol Price (Downtown Development Authority) 

 
Absent Members 
 
Resolution # CCPTF-2003-11-012 
Moved by Bertin  
Seconded by Hodges 
 
RESOLVED, that absent members Deel, Herzog, Partlan and Price shall be 
excused. 
 
Yes: All - 9 
No: None 
Absent: Deel, Herzog, Partlan, Price 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT – SECTION 1 
None 
1. Minutes 

Resolution # CCPTF-2003-11-013 
Moved by Ogg   
Seconded by Bernardi 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of October 22, 2003 meeting be approved with  the 
following changes: 
 
#4, 5th bullet: change to “need to provide” seating 

PRESENT:  
Mary Ann Bernardi (Troy Citizens United) 
Leonard Bertin  (Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities) 

Tom Krent (Parks and Recreation Advisory Board) 
Mark Maxwell (Board of Zoning Appeals) 

Jeff Biegler (Superintendent of Parks) David Ogg (Advisory Committee for Senior Citizens) 
Michele Hodges (Troy Shareholders) (Vice-chair) Walter Storrs (Planning Commission) 
 Brian Wattles (Historical Commission) (Chair) 

ALSO PRESENT:   
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 

City of Troy
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#4, add bullet: Bernardi suggested oriental gardens in the northeast section 
#5, add bullet: Bernardi brought photos of Cranbrook and Bloomfield Township 
Library Grounds 
 
 
Yes: All - 9 
No: None 
Absent: Deel, Herzog, Partlan, Price 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
2. Work on both parts of presentation, Power Point and Accompanying Text Document 
 

a. POWERPOINT:   
§ The group went through each slide, making comments. 
§ It was mentioned that an overall goal is to get the City Council to adopt a 

resolution accepting and endorsing the CCPTF Plan as the plan for the 
Civic Center Site; and to go forward with a permanent advisory board (to 
be created within six months) to manage the site/watch over the evolution 
of the site. 

§ It was mentioned that the CCPTF will stay away from talking about 
funding. 

§ It is preferred for the presentation to be a regular agenda item at a City 
Council Meeting, given early in the evening so as to maximize exposure 
and citizen participation. 

 
b. TEXT DOCUMENT:  

Assignments given for portions – write 1 or more paragraphs for each 
assigned section; forward your work to Wattles by Wednesday, 12/3/03 
§ Wattles: Powerpoint coordinator 
§ Hodges: Importance of Programming in the Future  and editing 
§ Maxwell: Goals & Editing 
§ Bernardi: Enhanced Gardens 
§ Partlan: Why tear up OTH parking lot 
§ Krent: Winter Activities 
§ Storrs: Paths and Walkways 
§ Biegler: amphitheater 
§ Bertin: maze/reflective head, public art and accessibility 
§ Herzog/Shaw: How will youth use the new site elements?/How will 

youth’s options be enhanced? 
§ Ogg: How will seniors use the new site elements?/How will seniors’ 

options be enhanced? 
§ Price: fountain plaza 
§ Deel: re-working roads: Civic Center Drive, Town Center Drive, etc. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT – SECTION 2 

 
Reminder: Next Meeting December 10, 2003 7:30 P.M. 
Location: City Hall – 2nd Floor – Council Board Room 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:57 p.m. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Brian Wattles, Meeting Chair 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
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A meeting of the Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 
November 12, 2003, at Police/Fire Training Center, 4850 John R.,  
Troy, MI.  The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 

 
TRUSTEES PRESENT: Mark Calice   
 Charles Campbell 
 Robert Crawford    
 Thomas Houghton, Chair 

David A. Lambert 
 John M. Lamerato  
 John Szerlag  (Arrived 3:08 pm) 
 
                
ALSO PRESENT: Laura Fitzpatrick 
 Ken Courtney 
 William Need 
 Steve Gasper, UBS 
   
 
MINUTES 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 - 11- 040 
Moved by Lambert 
Seconded by Lamerato 
 
RESOLVED, That the minutes of the October 8, 2003 meeting be approved.  
 
Yeas:  All 6 
Absent:  Szerlag 
 
 
RETIREMENT REQUEST 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 – 11- 041  
Moved by Houghton 
Seconded by Campbell 
 
RESOLVED, That the retirement request of Joy E. Stockamp, DB, 1/17/04, 16 years, 6 
months be approved. 
 
Yeas:  All 6 
Absent:  Szerlag 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS- PRIOR GOVERNMENTAL RETIREMENT SERVICE 
 
The listing will be resubmitted at the December, 2003 meeting. 

City of Troy
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OTHER BUSINESS – RETIREE REPRESENTATION ON BOARD 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 - 11- 042 
Moved by Lamerato 
Seconded by Szerlag 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board recommends that a defined benefit retiree be appointed to the 
Board as a non-voting member selected by the City Manager and that consideration be given 
to requiring two out of the three employee members be in the Defined Benefit program. 
 
Yeas: Crawford, Houghton, Lambert, Lamerato, Szerlag  
Nays:  Calice, Campbell  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS – REVIEW OF ASSET ALLOCATIONS 
 
Steve Gasper of UBS reviewed current investment allocations with past performance and 
future projections.  The Board will study future asset allocations based upon the report. 
 
 
INVESTMENTS 
 
Resolution # ER – 2003 - 11- 043 
Moved by Calice 
Seconded by Campbell 
 
RESOLVED, That the following investments be purchased:  Purchase $1,000,000 Merrill 
Lynch Notes 4.20% due 1/10/10; 10,000 shares CISCO; 4,500 shares Zebra Technologies; 
8,000 shares Marsh/McLennan; 10,000 shares Progress Energy and direction was given that 
if NAIC Investment Service recommends selling a position, all holdings in that position will be 
sold. 
 
Yeas:  All 7 
Absent:  
 
 
The next meeting is December 10, 2003 at 3:00 p.m. at City Hall, 500 W Big Beaver, Troy, 
MI. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 
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LIBRARY BOARD MINUTES - DRAFT NOVEMBER 13, 2003 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Troy Library Board was held Thursday, November 13, 2003 at 
the Office of the Library Director.  Joanne Allen, Chairman, called the meeting to order 
at 7:30 P.M.   
 
 
ROLL CALL PRESENT: Joanne Allen 
   Lynne Gregory 
   Brian Griffen 
   Audre Zembrzuski 
   Steve Zhang, Student Rep. 
   Brian Stoutenburg, Library Director 
 
  ABSENT: Nancy Wheeler 
            
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given 
 
 
Due to personal commitments, Wheeler was unable to attend. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-001 
Moved by Zembrzuski 
Seconded by Gregory 
 
RESOLVED, That Wheeler’s absence be excused. 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Wheeler, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
MOVED, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 9, 2003. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-002 
Moved by Griffen 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of October 9, 2003 be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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Reviewed Agenda entries 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-003 
Moved by Gregory 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the Agenda be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Reviewed the Behavior Policy. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-004 
Moved by Gregory 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the Behavior Policy be approved. 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Reviewed the 2004 Library Closing Dates. 
 
Resolution #LB-2003-11-005 
Moved by Gregory 
Seconded by Zembrzuski 
 
RESOLVED, That the 2004 Library Closing Dates be approved 
Yes:  4—Allen, Gregory, Griffen, Zembrzuski 
No:  0 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
A Report was given regarding Bloomfield Hills residents being able to buy a non-
resident card for $100 per family for one year to use our Library and those in the 
Suburban Library Cooperative.  The City of Bloomfield Hills will reimburse all of their 
residents who purchase a non-resident card, the $100 fee.  This has come about by 
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Bloomfield Hills and Bloomfield Township deciding not to renew their library services 
contract. 
 
REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
Director’s report.  
The International Collection in Adult Services was moved to behind the Reference Desk 
giving it much more visibility and freeing up space in the Teen Resource Center.  The 
Children’s picture book area was rearranged to give a more open look and making 
access to materials easier.  The upholstery bid for the study and some lounge chairs will 
be opened on December 3, 2003.  The library was nominated by patrons for the State 
Librarian’s Award for Excellence, and while we did not win this year we were in the top 
five. 
 
Board Member comments.   
Zembrzuski said that Kathy Rice, Teen Librarian, had a nice group of people in the 
Teen area.  She also asked if we could try a circulation station in the Youth Services 
department to alleviate traffic at the main circulation desk.  Gregory reported that the 
Clinton-Macomb Library had its grand opening, that the SLC Board passed a policy on 
Patron Card Renewal, and that because he was elected Vice Chair of SLC, he will 
assume the Chairmanship next year.  Gregory also reported that upgrades to 
SpamLion, for email protection have been installed, the SLC training center lab has 
been reconfigured, and that SLC will begin publishing a quarterly newsletter.  
Zembrzuski asked if something could be done with the look of the Friends Gift Shop as 
it appeared cluttered and confusing when open.  All the Board Members agreed that the 
Birthday Book Club and the Memorial Book Program should be marketed more. 
 
 
Friends of the Library.   
There was no report.   
 
Monthly Reports (October).  Circulation for the month of October compared with the 
same time period a year ago showed an increase of 12.0%. There was a decrease for 
the month in Patron visits by 3.3%.  Program attendance was down 4.8% for the month.  
The number of library programs offered was down 2.4% for the month.     
 
Staff Changes. 
None. 
 
Gifts.    
Four gifts totaling $70.00 were received. 
 
Informational Items.   
November TPL Calendar   
 
Contacts and Correspondence.    
19 written comments from the public were reviewed. 
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Public Participation.  There was no public participation. 
 
The Library Board meeting adjourned at 8:55 P.M. 
 

 
 
                  
Joanne Allen 
Chair 
 
 
 
Brian Stoutenburg 
Recording Secretary 
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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
 
A regular meeting of the Troy Parks and Recreation Advisory Board was held Thursday, 
November 13, 2003 at the Troy Community Center, room 503.  Chairman, Larry Jose called 
the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Larry Jose, member    Jeff Stewart, member 
  Merrill Dixon, member   Ida Edmunds, member 
  Kathleen Fejes, member   Orestes Kaltsounis, member 
  Tom Krent, member    Meaghan Kovacs, member 
  Amy Kerns, member   Jeff Biegler, staff 
  Carol Anderson, staff 
 
Absent:  Janice Zikakis, Doug Bordas 
 
Visitors:  Erika Poplar, staff. 
 
Resolution # PR - 2003 - 11 - 10 
Moved by  Edmunds 
Seconded by   Stewart 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes from October 9, 2003 are approved as submitted.   
 
Yeas:  All 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A.  Erika Poplar, Grants Coordinator - Erika researches and writes the applications for grants 
and sponsorships for this department.  She makes business contacts to encourage 
sponsorship support and increase funding from outside sources.  The essay contest to 
promote “Parks and Recreation Month” was created and advertised by her.  Erika is a 
valuable addition to the department and we welcome her to the staff.   
 
B.  Grant Update - This department has received donations for P & R Month Essay Contest, 
our financial aid program, the teen room, tree planting and the senior store Creative 
Endeavors.  We have also received the Keep Michigan Beautiful award and the 2003 MRPA 
Facility Design Award.  Currently pending is the Sports Illustrated and NRPA 50th Anniversary 
Sportstown award for Michigan, Arbor Day Mini Grant, Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources for Raintree Park Project and the Rotary Club of Troy for Creative Endeavors.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
A.  Cricket - At the October 27, 2003 meeting of the City Council it was decided to investigate 
putting a Cricket field and a dedicated football field in the park in Section 22.  A concept plan 
and the cost analysis for development of the park will be drawn up and presented to City 
Council in January.   
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B.  Recreation Fees - City Council has asked for information on which activities are funded 
solely by the general fund, user fees or both.  Currently, the distributive method is used for 
setting fees and it is requested that we continue to use that method.   
 
MEMBER COMMENTS  
Tom Krent reported on the Civic Center Task Force.  They are looking at the civic center site 
being a community campus with outdoor activities.  Some of the amenities they are reviewing 
is an amphitheater, gardens, a fountain plaza and pathways.   
 
Orestes Kaltsounis commented on the soccer fields in Troy, that there are too many but that 
residents are going to other cities to play because their teams do not meet residency 
requirements.  He feels the Cricket players should have a field in Troy to play cricket even if 
they do not meet residency requirements.   
 
Staff Reports 
A.  Directors Report - Troy is one of two cities being considered for the Sports Illustrated 
Sportstown Award.   
 
B.  Parks Report - The parks crew is busy planting trees.  So far, 400 of 700 have been 
planted.  Using a wide diversity of plants so as to reduce the damage of pests that are 
specific to one variety of plant.   
 
There are approximately 2,000 trees targeted for removal due to the Emerald Ash Borer pest.  
The parks crew will be removing these trees this winter when they are not plowing snow.   
 
Correspondence - A thank you letter from John Goetz was received in response to our letter 
thanking him for his 26 years of service.   
 
An unsigned letter from Pan Asian groups was received alleging mistreatment from staff at 
the Community Center.  It is City policy not to respond to unsigned letters however, we are 
taking this allegation very seriously and will respond internally to it.  We are looking at 
additional diversity training for all the staff.  
 
Resolution # PR - 2003 - 11 - 11 
Moved by Krent 
Seconded by Stewart 
 
RESOLVED, that absent members are excused.   
 
Yeas:  All 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resolution # PR - 2003 - 11 - 12 
Moved by Krent 
Seconded by Fejes 
 
RESOLVED, that there will not be a meeting in December. 
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Yeas:  All 
Nays:  None 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Larry Jose, Chairman 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Mary Williams, Recording Secretary 



November 11, 2003 
 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
  Gary Shripka, Assistant City Manager - Services   

Brian Stoutenburg, Library Director 
 
Subject:   Troy Museum & Historic Village Annual Report FY 2002/03 
 
 
 
Attached please find a copy of the Troy Museum & Historic Village Annual Report 
for FY 2002/03. 
  
 I am pleased to report that projects and programs at the Museum have 
expanded in scope and quality of service during FY 2002/03.  Over 10,700 
students and chaperones participated in educational programs offered at the 
Museum. This represented a 16% increase over school attendance last year. 
Despite numerous construction projects that limited major events and weddings, 
public attendance remained stable at over 6,400.  
 
Excellent progress was made on capital improvements. Most notable were efforts 
to relocate the Troy Methodist Church and Parsonage. As of June 30, Troy Hall 
was prepped for relocation to provide room for the Church. The utility companies, 
building movers, architect, and engineers finalized plans to move the buildings in 
August. The Historical Society continued their financial support of the project by 
contracting directly with Shadetree Glass Studios to cover all costs for restoring 
the stained glass windows ($41,238). Their Board of Directors pledged to cover 
up to $150,000 in restoration costs. 
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Troy Museum and Historic Village 
Annual Report 

FY 2002-03 
 
Introduction 
During this year the Troy Museum made good progress on a number of long-
term projects.  The comprehensive Physical Maintenance and Conservation Plan 
developed by Gerald Yurk Associates was completed and is included with this 
report. Good progress was made on the Church Parsonage Relocation and 
Restoration Project. The buildings will be moved to the Village early in FY 2003-
04. Significant progress was made on other capital projects. New interpretive 
programs have been developed and implemented. Public interest in Museum 
programs has increased, and feedback has been positive. 
 
Museum Administration 
The following staffing changes and additions occurred during FY2002-03: 
Date Change 

December 2002  Timothy McGee hired as new part time Museum Assistant 
(primarily weekend hours). 
 

January 2003 
 

John Skeens, full time Education Coordinator resigned 

May 2003 Education Coordinator position replaced with 4 part time 
Museum Aide positions. Museum Assistants will be 
promoted to Museum Aides July 1, 2003. Four new part time 
positions posted. 
 

The Troy Museum & Historic Village utilized six undergraduate interns during the 
year. Four received tuition stipends of $1,000 @ from the Troy Historical Society. 
The Historic District Commission sponsored one intern. One short-term intern 
received no financial support. The following is a description of the interns and 
their projects: 
 

Term Intern  School Project Sponsor 
Fall 2002 Kathleen Belmont OU Research Johnson 

Niles 
Troy Historical 
Society 
 

Fall 2002 Angela LoPiccolo OU Research Frank 
Cutting 

Troy Historical 
Society 

Winter 
2003 

Paul Barnard WSU Organized Police 
Photo Collection 
for Archive 

Troy Historical 
Society 

Winter 
2003 

Angela Topolewski CMU Packaging 
reproductions for 
General Store 

Troy Historical 
Society 

Sum 2003 Jeff Berryhill OU Field verification of 
Crooks Rd. 
Cemetery records 

Historic 
District 
Commission 



2 

Cemetery records Commission 
Sum 2003 Kim Edwin WSU Digitized photos None 
 
Exhibits 
A popular yearlong exhibit, Michigan One–Room Schools, was featured at the 
Museum during FY2002-03.  The exhibit included 35-framed black and white 
images of Michigan one-room schools by photographer Mary Keithan, and Troy 
one-room school photos and related artifacts from the Museum collection. 
Interpretive information on the development of early Michigan Schools and an 
1800s classroom were also included in the exhibit. Many teachers and classes 
visited the exhibit.  A teaching space was built into the exhibit design, providing 
an additional site for school group presentations.  

 
Education  Programs 
The Interpretive staff continued to implement improvements and modifications to 
programs. The School Liaison Team began working with Marty Peterson, the 
Troy School District Social Studies Curriculum Advisor. As a result of these 
discussions, Troy elementary school teachers have been encouraged to 
participate more frequently in age and curriculum appropriate programs offered 
at the Museum in the 2003/04 school year. 
 
In addition, the following new programs and materials were developed during FY 
2002/03: 

1. Hunting For History was designed for fourth and fifth graders. In this 1.5-
hour program, students move in independent teams around the Green to 
find answers to questions. Students gain information on 19th century living 
from materials and interpreters in the buildings.  

2. The Interpretive Staff completely revised and updated the Troy Museum  
& Historic Village Children’s Activity Book. This 28-page book contains 
coloring pages, word puzzles, connect-the-dot drawings and other simple 
activities for young children.  

3. Erie Canal materials, including a large canvas map, were developed for 
inclusion with Log Cabin based programs. These materials help children 
learn how pioneers traveled to Michigan from the east. 

 
School group visitation increases are detailed in the attached report. 
 
Public Programs 
The quantity and quality of public programs improved during the year.  
Registration and participation increased, yet total annual visitation did not 
increase.  There was only one wedding booking in the spring of 2003, and the fall 
Harvest Home Festival in 2002 was scaled back because of construction related 
to the relocation of the Church and Parsonage.  
 
The Pioneer Green Thumbs program was introduced in the spring. The Troy 
Garden Club, which contributed $200 for seeds, garden tools and supplies, co-
sponsored this program. Fourteen students participated in the program between 
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May and September 2003. Each participant planted and harvested a small, 
raised plot.  Weed and water Saturdays were alternated with program Saturdays.  
 
The Pastport to Preservation lecture series, sponsored by the Troy Historical 
Society was a great success.   
 
Archive and Collections    
See the attached Collections Report. 
 
Projects and Staff Assignments 
Loraine Campbell served on a number of work groups and committees including: 

1. City of Troy Safety Committee. 
2. Ad Hoc Park Committee established by John Szerlag. This group was 

charged to develop a proposal for a park on Square Lake Road after the 
Troy Methodist Church and Parsonage are moved.  

3. The planning committee for the two-day Local History Conference held at 
Wayne State University and chaired a session on basic needs for local 
historical societies and small museums. 

4. The planning committee for the April 2003 Regional Conference of the 
National Association of Interpreters. The Troy Museum and Historic 
Village and Troy Nature Center will be field trip destinations during the 
three-day conference.  

5. Staff Liaison to the Historical Commission, Historic District Commission 
and Historical Society. 

 
Physical Maintenance and Buildings 
Gerald J. Yurk Associates completed a Physical Maintenance and Conservation 
Plan for the Troy Museum & Historic Village. The summary of this yearlong 
project is included as a supplement to this report. Recommendations provided in 
the report have already been used in prioritizing capital projects and 
implementing improvements. 
 
Main Museum Building 

New carpeting was installed in all the office areas, the Gift Shop and 
upper level exhibit gallery, and Prep Room. 
 
New vertical file cabinets and chairs were installed in the Resource Room. 
 
The Upper Level exhibit gallery was painted. 

 
Log Cabin 

Temporary repairs were made following settling of the floor near the 
chimney. 

 
Caswell 

Lead contaminated soil abatement and re-waterproofing of all foundation 
walls were completed.  
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Exterior painting was completed. 
 
All windows were refurbished, reglazed as needed and painted. 
 
A new structural support wall was built in the basement. 
New front steps and stoop were designed and installed. 
 
Specifications for the remainder of the Caswell restoration projects were 
completed. 
 

Poppleton School 
No significant improvements. 

 
General Store 

New porch railings and balusters were installed. 
 

Print Shop 
No significant improvements. 

 
Wagon Shop 

A small stove was installed to provide additional heat for wood workers 
and blacksmiths.  

 
Troy Hall 

Troy Hall was prepped and relocated on the Green to make room for the 
Church. 

 
Gazebo 

The Garden Club planted new perennial landscaping around the Gazebo. 
 

Church and Parsonage 
Shadetree Glass Studios removed stained glass windows for complete 
cleaning and restoration. 
 
Dietz House Movers and West Shore Engineering were retained to 
relocate the Structures. As of June 30, West Shore Engineering had 
contacted seven utility companies regarding moving, raising or lowering 
lines along the relocation route. Contracts are in process or finalized. The 
Oakland County Weighmaster, Troy Police and Fire departments have 
also been contacted.  
 
Utilities and security to the Church and Parsonage were disconnected, the 
cupola was removed, and the rear additions to the Church were severed 
from the original structure.  
 
A new ridge beam was put in place in the church and new support rafters 
were installed. A new back wall was framed. 
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Parking Lots: 
The old asphalt and base in main parking lot were removed. A new curb 
along the Wattles easement was installed.  The lot was regraded, new 
base and topcoats of asphalt installed. The new lot was striped. 
 
The u-drive was also completely resurfaced. 
 
The new east parking lot was excavated and crushed stone base was 
installed. 

 
Ad Hoc Park Committee 
The Committee completed its recommendations for a small heritage park on the 
Square Lake Road site of the Church and Parsonage. The proposal calls for the 
development of two footprint gardens that outline the original foundations of the 
structures, interpretive signage, lighting, a small parking area that provides for 
development of a bus turn around, if that development be advisable in the future. 
Those plans are on file in Parks and Recreation. The committee members 
included: 
 

1. Jack Turner, Historical Society (and Chairman) 
2. Myra Zavatchan, Historical Society 
3. Brian Wattles, Historical Commission 
4. Rosemary Kornacki, Historical Commission 
5. Jacques Nixon, Historic District Commission 
6. Paul Lin, Historic District Commission 
7. Loraine Campbell, Museum 
8. John Skeens, Museum 
9. Ron Hynd, landscape Analyst, Parks and Recreation 
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 Museum Attendance~ FY 2002/03  
 Date by Month Date # Attend Fee Walk-In Total  
 July 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  7/31/02 (25 detail records) 
 Sum 335 $434.0 362 697 
 August 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  8/30/02 (27 detail records) 
 Sum 122 $364.0 290 412 
 September 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  9/29/02 (24 detail records) 
 Sum 327 $0.00 255 582 
 October 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  10/31/02 (28 detail records) 
 Sum 545 $0.00 300 845 
 November 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  11/30/02 (25 detail records) 
 Sum 164 $75.00 261 425 
 December 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  12/29/02 (23 detail records) 
 Sum 422 $271.0 138 560 
 January 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  1/31/03 (17 detail records) 
 Sum 213 $94.00 231 445 
 February 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  2/28/03 (24 detail records) 
 Sum 229 $626.0 166 395 
 March 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  3/30/03 (27 detail records) 
 Sum 97 $40.00 300 401 
 April 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  4/30/03 (26 detail records) 
 Sum 120 $26.25 288 408 
 May 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  5/31/03 (27 detail records) 
 Sum 102 $0.00 361 463 
 June 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  6/29/03 (25 detail records) 
 Sum 547 $260.0 223 770 
 
 Date by Month  # Programs/events # Attend Fee Walk-In Total  
 Grand Total                       47 3223  $2,190 3175 6403 
 
There was a 2% decrease in pubic visitation at the Museum. 
During FY 2002/03 there were 3,175 walk-in or casual visitors to the museum and 3,223 visitors 
attended 47 programs or events generating $2,190 in revenues. It should be noted there were 
fewer weddings scheduled in the gazebo due to construction related to the church move and 
parking lot repairs. The Troy Historical Society and Troy Garden Club now support many public 
programs. This change is reflected in reduced revenues from programs. During FY 2001/02 there 
were 3,293 walk-in or casual visitors to the museum and 3,227 visitors attended 33 programs or 
events generating $4,591 in revenues.  
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Education Programs- FY 2002/03  
 Date by Month Date # Attnd Pgm  # of Staff # of Vol 
 July 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  7/30/02 (13 detail records) 
 Sum 407 $1,100.00 20 2 
 August 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  8/15/02 (4 detail records) 
 Sum 83 $269.00 4 0 
 September 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  9/27/02 (17 detail records) 
 Sum 753 $2,037.50 30 0 
 October 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  10/31/02 (30 detail records) 
 Sum 1276 $3,944.50 50 0 
 November 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  11/22/02 (34 detail records) 
 Sum 1176 $3,234.50 42 0 
 December 2002 
 Summary for 'Date' =  12/20/02 (20 detail records) 
 Sum 882 $2,422.50 38 0 
 January 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  1/31/03 (21 detail records) 
 Sum 975 $3,398.00 41 4 
 February 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  2/28/03 (16 detail records) 
 Sum 860 $2,632.50 27 0 
 March 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  3/29/03 (31 detail records) 
 Sum 1190 $3,273.50 37 2 
 April 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  4/30/03 (21 detail records) 
 Sum 992 $2,709.00 35 0 
 May 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  5/30/03 (30 detail records) 
 Sum 1579 $4,605.50 47 2 
 June 2003 
 Summary for 'Date' =  6/25/03 (8 detail records) 
 Sum 568 $1,421.00 18 1 
                          #Programs  # Attnd Fees  # of Staff # of Vol 
  
Grand Total              245 10741 $31,047. 389 11 

 
Education Program attendance increased 16% from FY 2001/02. Program revenues increased 
19%.   
 
During FY 2002/03 10,741 students and chaperones attended 245 Education Programs 
generating $31,047 in fees.   
During FY 2001/02 9,308 students and chaperones attended 218 Education Programs generating 
$26,082 in fees. 
 



8 

Museum Collections Report: 
Fiscal Year 2002-2003 

 
Notable Activities: 

 

• “Troy Police 50th Anniversary” exhibit was taken down and artifacts returned to 
storage or lenders. 

• “Michigan One-Room Schools” exhibit designed, constructed, and set up in 

conjunction with museum staff and lender. 

• Provided support to a series of mini exhibits in the Pioneer Room. 

• Church Project Prep: Moved the vehicle collection (cutter, two buggies, and other 

miscellaneous items) to an offsite public storage unit for temporary storage; 

assisted by building maintenance personnel. 

• Church Project Prep: Relocated farm equipment. 

• Church Project Prep: Emptied Troy Hall of artifacts & other material. 

• Conducted a two-day archaeological test of Church & Parsonage property – 

some material recovered. More extensive testing of site recommended. 

• Provided support and assistance to educational programs and other museum 

staff and projects as needed. 

• Provided support to special events as needed. 

• 2 Citizens Academy presentations 

• Presentation to regional museum association regarding SNAP and digital 

technologies in museums. 

• Presentation to Romeo Historical Society on setting up archives & collections. 

• 7 interns assisted in various capacities throughout the year – 4 with research 

projects & 3 on supervised archive or field projects. 

• Processing of the 1725 item Troy Police Photo Collection began (supervised 

intern project). The item count was initially believed to be about 1100 and was 

reported as such last year, but further processing has raised the collection count 

to 1725 items. 

• Day trip to Columbus, Ohio on church pew search. 

• Log Cabin reorganization & cleaning. 

• Print Shop reorganization & cleaning. 

• 11 pieces of reproduction furniture acquired & finished for furnishings in school, 

cabin & main building. 

• Coat rack & pegs installed in main floor of General Store. 

 



9 

 

Collection & Archive Holdings: 
 

• 6969 individual SNAP entries as of June 30, 2003.  
§ 6814 entries in traditional physical Collection 
§ 155 entries in Digital Collection 

 

• 143 records were added to the SNAP database during fiscal year 2002-2003: 
§ 138 entries were from new accessions 
§ 1 entry was a previously accessioned item not yet in database 
§ 4 entries were from unaccessioned items found in the Collection 
§ 11 items were deaccessioned (only 4 were in SNAP) 

 

• 24 individuals or families donated accessionable artifacts to the museum during fiscal 
year 2002-2003: 

§ 10 single item donations 

§ 14 multiple item donations 

 

• 4 known donations/material transfers (primarily documents) were received from City 

of Troy departments (Library, Parks & Rec., and City Manager’s Office) – 6 

anonymous document group donations were received through inter-office mail. 

 

• A small amount of material (~10-20 fragments) was recovered from brief 

archaeological testing at the Church & Parsonage site at Troy Corners. Full 

processing of the material remains to be done. 

 

• Donations of major Troy importance during fiscal year 2002-2003 included 

§ David Gratopp’s Troy Township Police badge – Troy’s 1st police 

officer & 1st police chief 

§ David Gratopp’s City of Troy Police badge c.1955 

§ Autograph album of Sarah Wattles c.1851 

§ Digital scan of original ‘Deestrick Skule’ playbill from Troy Hall 

c.1906 

§ 27 digital scans of prints of Emerson Unitarian Church (‘Barn 

Church’) as farm c.1910s-20s 

§ 8 books from Troy Library Association c 1870s-1910s 

§ Troy Township Dog Tax tag c.1908 
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§ 6 digital scans of original prints of Cutting House & General Store 

c.1946-7 

§ 12 digital scans of original prints of Troy Methodist Church & 

Parsonage c.1940s 

§ ‘45’ record of Big Beaver Methodist Church Choir c.1960s 

§ Poppleton School photos, documents & misc. materials c.1920s-40s 

§ Supplemental donation of material to the Jeanne M. Stine 

Manuscript Collection 

§ Supplemental donation of material to the Donald G. Lance 

Manuscript Collection 

 

• Donations during fiscal year 2002-2003 increased the volume of stored materials by 

the following: 

§ Document & photo storage: ~6 linear feet (on 16’ deep shelves) {all 

material in archive} 

§ 3-Dimensional artifacts: ~80 cu. ft. 

 

• 34 donor refusals – artifacts did not fit within the collections policy or were otherwise 

unacceptable due to storage considerations. Items refused included but were not 

limited to: 
Organ (c.1890s); player piano (c. 1920s), stove (c.1940s); tractor pulled 

planter (c.1940s); wagon (c.1920s); 4 book collections (c.1900s-1950s), 2 

sewing machines (c. 1890s-1910s); product packages (c.1920s-50s); linens, 

clothing & misc. textiles (1920s-50s). 

 

• 387 SNAP entries have fully processed digital images linked to the database. 
 

• Deaccessioned and disposed of and/or internally transferred 11 inappropriate 

accessions. 

 
 
Research Activities & Collections Use: 
 

• Continuous internal research projects for programs and exhibits by staff, 

volunteers, and interns. 

• Museum Collection used for “One Room School Exhibit”. 

• Museum Collection used for “Troy Police Exhibit”. 

• Museum Collection used for Pioneer Room mini-exhibits. 
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• Occasional tours by special groups such as Citizens Academy. 

• 38 Research & Reproduction Requests (unique users – some requests 

included multiple visits): 

23 – General public/private party 

3 – Commercial & newspaper 

3 – Institutional (Troy High School, Historical Society & Detroit 

Historical Museum) 

9 – City of Troy (Manager-2; Clerk-3; Engineering-1; Legal-2; 

District Commission-1) 

• 95 hours of archivist staff time was devoted to the 38 external research 

requests.  

 

 

 

Outgoing Loans: 

 

• Detroit Historical Museum – photos & artifacts for exhibit 

• Troy Nature Center – tools for educational program 

• Ridgedale Players – material for set decoration 
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November 20, 2003 
 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
 Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 

Mark F. Miller, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC HEARING (DECEMBER 15, 2003) - 

REZONING APPLICATION (Z 518-B) – Kresge Foundation, South side of 
Big Beaver Road, west of Coolidge Highway, Section 30 – R-1C to O-1 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The rezoning request is consistent with the City of Troy Future Land Use Plan.  The parcel 
is presently used for office use and will be used for office in the future.  The parcel abuts 
office development on all sides.  The rezoning application will eliminate a small, isolated 
“spot zone”.  The rezoning is therefore compatible with existing land uses and zoning 
districts.  
  
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the rezoning following a public 
hearing at the November 11, 2003 Regular Meeting.  City Management concurs with this 
recommendation. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Name of Owner / Applicant: 
Ronald Gagnon is the representative of the Kresge Foundation, which owns the property. 
 
Location of Subject Property: 
The property is located on the south side of Big Beaver, west of Coolidge, in Section 30. 
 
Size of Subject Parcel: 
The parcel to be rezoned is approximately 34,590 square feet, or 0.79 acres in area.  The 
entire Kresge Foundation parcel is approximately 2.77 acres in area. 
 
Current Use of Subject Property: 
The property is currently used as an office facility and historic accessory buildings. 
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Current Zoning Classification: 
The property proposed to be rezoned is zoned R-1C One Family Residential; however, the 
balance of the site is zoned O-1 Office Building. 
 
Proposed Zoning of Subject Parcel: 
O-1 Office Building. 
 
Proposed Uses and Buildings on Subject Parcel: 
The applicant is proposing to demolish the existing office structure built in 1984 and 
replace it with an expanded office building.  The historic two-story stone farmhouse and 
other historic outbuildings are to remain on the site.  The barn was used as a caretaker 
residence but is no longer used for that purpose. 
 
Current Use of Adjacent Parcels: 
North: Office.  
 
South: Office. 
 
East: Office. 
 
West: Office. 
 
Zoning Classification of Adjacent Parcels:  
North: O-S-C Office Service Commercial District. 
 
South: O-1 Office Building District. 
 
East: O-M Office Mid-Rise District. 
 
West: O-1 Office Building District. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Range of Uses Permitted in Proposed Zoning District and Potential Build-out Scenario:  
 
PRINCIPAL USES PERMITTED: 
 

Office Buildings for any of the following occupations: executive, administrative; 
professional; accounting; writing; clerical stenographic; drafting; and sales, subject 
to the limitations contained below in Sub-section 24.50.00 Development Standards. 
 
Medical offices, including clinics. 
 
Banks, credit unions, savings and loan associations, and similar uses.  Such uses 
may include drive-in facilities only as an accessory use, subject to the provision of 
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back-up or waiting space, apart from required off-street parking areas, at the rate of 
four (4) car spaces for each service window or pedestal, in addition to the space at 
the window or pedestal. 
 
Publicly owned buildings, exchanges, and public utility offices. 
 
Other uses similar to the above uses. 

 
USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 
 

Uses customarily supporting or serving the Principal Uses permitted in this District, 
such as pharmacies or drug stores, optical services, copy services, office supplies, 
book stores, art galleries, or restaurants; provided that these uses are within the 
building housing the Principal Uses which they support, and provided that there is 
no direct outside entrance for these uses separate from the entrance serving the 
Principal Uses.   
 
Data processing and computer centers. 
 
Technical training uses.  

 
USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL USE APPROVAL: 
 

Mortuary Establishments.  
 
Private Service Clubs Fraternal Organizations and Lodge Halls. 
 
Private ambulance facilities.  
 
Utility Sub-Stations, Transformer Stations or Gas Regulator Stations (Without 
Storage Yards).  
 
Mechanical or Laboratory Research Involving Testing and Evaluation of Products, or 
Prototype or Experimental Product or Process Development. 
 
Child care centers, nursery schools, or day nurseries (not including dormitories. 

 
Vehicular and Non-motorized Access: 
Access will be provided to the parcel by Big Beaver Road, a major thoroughfare. 
 
An 8-foot wide sidewalk on the south side of Big Beaver Road provides non-motorized 
access to the property. 
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Potential Stormwater and Utility Issues: 
The applicant will be required to adequately dispose of storm water on the property.  
Conversations with the applicant indicate that the stormwater detention will be provided 
using bio-detention techniques, such as bio swales abutting the off-street parking area. 
 
Natural Features and Floodplains: 
The Natural Features Map indicates there are no significant natural features located on the 
property. 
 
Compliance with Future Land Use Plan: 
The property is classified as Low Rise Office on the Future Land Use Plan.  This 
designation correlates with the O-1 Office Building District in the Future Land Use Plan.  
The application is in compliance with the Future Land Use Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Applicant 
 File (Z 518-B) 
 
G:\REZONING REQUESTS\Z-518 B Kresge Foundation Sec 30\Announcement for CC Public Hearing 20 11 03.doc 

 
 













PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING - DRAFT NOVEMBER 11, 2003 

6. PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED REZONING (Z-518 B) – Kresge Foundation 
Headquarters Proposed Office Building, South side of Big Beaver, West of 
Coolidge, Section 30 – R-1C to O-1 
 
Mr. Savidant presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the 
proposed rezoning request.  Mr. Savidant reported that it is the recommendation 
of the Planning Department to approve the rezoning request. 
 
The petitioner, Ronald Gagnon of 25233 Appleton Drive, Farmington Hills, was 
present.  Mr. Gagnon, Project Manager for the Kresge Foundation, gave a brief 
explanation for the rezoning request and noted it is proposed to for 100% office 
use.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 
 
No one was present to speak. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
 
 
Resolution # PC-2003-11-052 
Moved by: Waller 
Seconded by: Schultz 
 
RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission hereby recommends to the City 
Council that the R-1C to O-1 (Z-518 B) rezoning request located on the south 
side of Big Beaver and west of Coolidge, within Section 30, being 0.79 acres in 
size, be granted.  
 
Yes: All present (7) 
No: None 
Absent: Chamberlain, Wright 
 
MOTION CARRIED 



TO: Mayor and Members of Troy City Council   
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
DATE: November 26, 2003 

  
  

SUBJECT: Civic Center Land Ballot Proposal  
 

 

  
 The Troy Downtown Development Authority has “developed a model for creating 
a vibrant civic center site,” which has been previously provided to City Council.  The 
model assumes that 11 acres of public land would be sold or leased to accomplish the 
required blend of public and private projects.  The model also discusses a publicly 
owned conference center that could be operated by a private management company.  
The proposed 11-acre site includes approximately three acres of property which was 
purchased by the City of Troy Retirement Board (a separate legal entity) in January 
2002.  The City Retirement Board currently has a lease agreement on the property with 
Ford & Earl Associates for a period not to exceed 4 years, but may entertain any offers 
of sale of the property to accommodate a development on the civic center site.          
 
 The City of Troy Charter, Chapter 2, Section 2.2(B), permits the City to provide for 
the “maintenance, development, operation, leasing, and disposal of city property subject 
to any restrictions placed thereon by this Charter or by law.”  Chapter 12, Section 12.1 of 
the City Charter, “The City may not sell any park, cemetery, or any part thereof except in 
accordance with restrictions placed thereon by statute.”   Under the Home Rule Cities 
Act, MCL 117.5 (e), a city is divested of the authority to sell a designated park (or any 
part thereof) unless approved by the voters at an election.  The City of Troy Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan, adopted February 16, 1998, designates the Troy Civic Center/ 
Community Center as one of the City parks.  Under the Troy Downtown Development 
Authority “model for creating a vibrant civic center site”, there is an assumption that “11 
acres of public land would be sold or leased to accomplish the required blend of public 
and private projects.”            
 
 The City Council passed a resolution authorizing ballot language preparation, 
which states:  Resolution #2003-06-318, “RESOLVED, That City Management is 
AUTHORIZED to work in conjunction with the City Attorney’s Office to develop proposed 
ballot language asking the electors of the City of Troy for the authority to sell 
approximately eleven acres of property in the southeast quadrant of the Civic Center for 
reason of having a hotel/conference center and ancillary uses constructed on the Civic 
Center site. “   
 

Attorney Joel Piell of Miller Canfield has met with the City Council, and has 
discussed Revenue Ruling 63-20 as a potential financing mechanism for a 
hotel/conference center facility.  A handout on this complicated financing mechanism, 
which was previously submitted by Joel Piell, is attached for your review.  Joel Piell has 
suggested the following ballot language:    
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§ Shall the City of Troy, Michigan, be authorized to convey property, 
not to exceed 8 acres, from the civic center site, to a non-profit agent 
of the city to develop a hotel conference facility, the cost of which 
will be paid, in part, from grants made available to the City or its 
agent?   

 
This proposed language uses the word “convey” to cover both a sale and/or a 

long-term lease.  The proposed language also indicates that the property would be 
conveyed to a non-profit agent of the City, which would occur under a 63-20 plan.  The 
language also assumes that there will be grants from the MEDC and/or Oakland County.     

 
The proposed ballot proposal has been shared with the Troy Chamber of 

Commerce and Troy Citizens United (TCU) at their request.   TCU offered an alternative 
ballot proposal as follows:  

 
§ Shall the City of Troy, Michigan, be authorized to convey property, not to 

exceed 8 acres, from the civic center site, to a non-profit corporation acting 
as an agent of the city to develop a hotel and adjoining conference facility?  

   
The Troy Chamber offered the following:  
 
§ The following items should be integrated into the ballot proposal if 

possible:  
o 8-11 acres 
o a clearer definition of  “a non-profit agent” 
o instead of “a hotel conference facility”, substitute “which could 

include a hotel conference facility” 
o identify the proposed elements (e.g. amenity retail) 
o eliminate the funding specifications, or include a provision 

identifying that local taxes are a forbidden source for development 
 

Attorney Joel Piell will be present at the meeting of December 15, 2003, when the 
ballot language will be submitted for final approval.  If you have additional questions or 
concerns, I’d like to forward them to him as soon as possible so that the ballot language 
can be approved at that meeting.  This will allow sufficient time for the required review 
and printing of the ballots.  The Election Commission has also agreed to review the ballot 
proposals at their December 4, 2003 meeting.            

 
Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.  
 
 
  









TO: Mayor and Members of Troy City Council   
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
DATE: November 26, 2003 

  
  

SUBJECT: Charter Revision Ballot Proposals  
 

 

  
 The following are proposed charter revision ballot proposals for your review.  In 
order to provide sufficient time for the required state review and the printing of the 
ballots, Council should vote on the proposals at the December 15, 2003 City Council 
meeting.  The Election Commission has also agreed to review the ballot proposals at 
their December 4, 2003 meeting.            
 

§ City Council Directive:  Shall Section 3.4 of the Troy Charter be amended 
to replace the current three year term for City Council members with four 
year terms, which shall commence with the 2005 regular election, except 
for the terms of the two city council positions set to expire in 2006 which 
shall initially be three years and thereafter the terms for all City Council 
members shall be four years? 1   

 
§ Charter Revision Committee Recommendation:  Shall Section 3.8.5 of 

the Troy Charter be repealed, which would eliminate the requirement for 
the Mayor to send an annual proclamation to the members of the U.S. 
Congress encouraging them to use their best efforts to amend the 
Constitution to require term limits on the U.S. Congress?  

 
§ Charter Revision Committee Recommendation:  Shall Section 5.11 of 

the Troy Charter, which sets forth the requirements for citizens to 
effectuate changes to the City of Troy ordinances through an initiatory or 
referendary process, be amended to change the number of signatures from 
the current requirement of at least ten percent of the registered electors of 
the City, to a new requirement of 2,000 signatures of the registered 
electors of the City?      

 
§ Charter Revision Committee Recommendation:  Shall Section 5.11 of 

the Troy Charter, which sets forth the requirements for citizens to 
effectuate changes to the City of Troy ordinances through an initiatory or 

                                                 
1 This is amended from the City Council resolution of November 17, 2003, in order to accommodate a 
staggering of terms without shortening any of the terms.  Alternative suggestions are welcome, since this 
proposal would require the two members with terms expiring in 2006 to serve an initial three- year term.  
This proposal would ultimately result in the Mayor and two council members being elected in one odd 
numbered year, and the remaining four council members would be elected in the next odd numbered year.   
§ Two positions in 2005-2009, then 2009-2013 
§ Two positions plus Mayor in 2007-2011, 2011-2015 
§ Two positions for three year terms for 2006-2009, then 2009-2013 
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referendary process, be amended to enlarge the time period to gather 
signatures from the current deadline of twenty-one days prior to the filing 
of the petition to a new deadline of ninety days prior to the filing of the 
petition?   

 
§ Charter Revision Committee Recommendation:  Shall Section 5.11 of 

the Troy Charter, which sets forth the requirements for citizens to 
effectuate changes to the City of Troy ordinances through an initiatory or 
referendary process, be amended to delete the provision that allows the 
filing of supplemental petition papers within fifteen days of registered mail 
notification by the Clerk that a previously submitted petition contained an 
insufficient number of signatures.   

 
§ City Council Directive:  Shall Section 7.3 of the Troy Charter be amended 

to change the regular City election from the first Monday in April of each 
year to a new date of the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in 
November of each odd numbered year, and shall the language that 
changes the date of the regular City election to a date in the months of 
March, April, or May if fixed by law for the holding of the state biennial 
election be deleted?        

 
OR 

 
§ Charter Revision Committee Recommendation:  Shall Section 7.3 of the 

Troy Charter, which sets the regular City election date on the first Monday 
in April, be amended to delete the remaining language that changes the 
date of the regular City election to a date in the months of March, April, or 
May if fixed by law for the holding of the state biennial election?  

 
§ Charter Revision Committee Recommendation:  Shall Section 7.6 of the 

Troy Charter, which requires at least 40 days between the date that a 
special election is called by a resolution of City Council and the election 
date, be enlarged to require a minimum of 60 days between the date of the 
resolution and the election?   

 
§ Charter Revision Committee Recommendation:  Shall Section 7.9 of the 

Troy Charter, which requires nomination petitions for candidates for regular 
city elections to be filed with the Clerk on or before 4 o’clock pm of the 
twenty- eighth (28) day preceding the third Monday of February of 
each year, be replaced with the revised requirement that nomination 
petitions for candidates for regular city elections are to be filed with the 
Clerk on or before 4 o’clock pm of the seventy fifth (75) day preceding 
the City election for each election year? 

 
§ Charter Revision Committee Recommendation:  Shall Section 12.1 of 

the Troy Charter, which currently requires sealed bids to be obtained for all 



sales and purchases in excess of ten thousand dollars, be replaced with 
the requirement to obtain competitive bids through a traditional sealed bid 
procedure or alternative means, including but not limited to, electronic 
submission or reverse auction methods, providing the method used 
preserves the integrity of the competitive bid process.   

 
For the smaller charter provisions, City Council may wish to consider alternate 

proposals that include both the current version and also the proposed revisions in the 
ballot questions.  Ballot questions are statutorily limited to 100 words, however, so it is 
difficult to use this format for each of the selected charter provisions.  Proposed questions 
could be as follows:   

 
§ Shall Section 3.8.5 of the Troy Charter, which states “In January each year 

until term limitation for Congress has been incorporated into the United 
States Constitution, the Mayor of the City shall issue a written proclamation 
requesting members of Congress to use their best efforts to pass a 
constitutional amendment imposing term limits on the U.S. Congress.  The 
proclamation shall be delivered to each U.S. Senator and U. S. 
Representative whose district includes any part of the City.  If a section 
hereof is held invalid, the remaining section shall not be affected,” be 
repealed?  

 
§ Section 5.11 is too long to incorporate both the current and revised version 

into a ballot question.  
 
§ Shall Section 7.3 of the Troy Charter, which currently states “A regular City 

election shall be held on the first Monday in April of each year, but if some 
other date in the months of March, April or May is fixed by law for the 
holding of the state biennial election, then the regular city election shall be 
held on the date so fixed,” be revised as follows:  “A regular City election 
shall be held on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in November of 
each odd numbered year”?  

 
OR 

 
§ Shall Section 7.3 of the Troy Charter, which states “A regular City election 

shall be held on the first Monday in April of each year, but if some other 
date in the months of March, April or May is fixed by law for the holding of 
the state biennial election, then the regular city election shall be held on the 
date so fixed,” be revised to state “A regular City election shall be held on 
the first Monday in April of each year”?  

 
§ Shall Section 7.6 of the Troy Charter, which states “Special city elections 

shall be held when called by resolution of the Council at least 40 days in 
advance of such election, or when required by this charter or statute.   Any 
resolution calling a special election shall set forth the purpose of such 



election.  No more special city elections shall be called in any one year 
than the number permitted by statute,” be amended to substitute 60 days 
for the current 40 days ? 

 
§ Shall Section 7.9 of the Troy Charter, which states in part “Nominating 

petitions for candidates for regular city elections shall be filed with the Clerk 
on or before 4 o’clock p.m. of the twenty-eighth (28) day preceding the third 
Monday or February of each year” be revised as follows:  “Nominating 
petitions for candidates for regular city elections shall be filed with the Clerk 
on or before 4 o’clock p.m. of the seventy-fifth (75) day preceding the City 
election for each election year?”   

  
§ Section 12.1 is too long to incorporate both the current and revised version 

into a ballot question.   
 

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.  
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November 21, 2003 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
  John Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance 
  Cindy Stewart, Community Affairs Director 
 
SUBJECT: Awards for City Cable Productions  
   
 
The Alliance for Community Media – Central States’ Regional Conference held in 
October 2003 announced the City of Troy is a winner in the Philo T. Farnsworth Video 
Festival.  We won a first place award for the Instructional/Professional Category for the 
City Council Boardroom Instructional Video and a second place award for the Election 
Coverage/Professional Category for the Troy Election 2003 Live Video. 
 
This year’s Video Festival received 382 entries with rigorous competition in all 
categories from Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky.  A nonprofit, national 
membership organization founded in 1976, the Alliance represents over 1,000 Public, 
Educational and Governmental (PEG) access organizations and community media 
centers throughout the country. It also represents the interests of millions of people 
who, through their local religious, community and charitable groups, use PEG access to 
communicate with their memberships and the community as a whole. 
 
Local community groups, public schools, religious institutions, colleges and universities, 
government officials, the disabled, and second language communities as well as 
national institutions such as NASA, the US Department of Education, and the US Army, 
to name a few, all use PEG facilities and equipment to advance their causes through 
cable television and the Internet. 
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TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
  John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager-Finance and Administration 
 
RE: Troy Downtown Development Authority – Audited Financial Statements for 

the Year Ended June 30, 2003 
 
DATE:  November 25, 2003 
 
 
 
Please find attached the City of Troy Downtown Development Authority Audited Financial 
Statements for the Year Ended June 30, 2003.  The Audit report was reviewed and filed by 
the Authority at their November 19, 2003 board meeting.    
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Hard copies of Financial Statements will be delivered with CDs. 
 
 



November 18, 2003 
 
 
 
To:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Szerlag, City Manager  
  Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Carol Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Re:    Current Status of Peace Garden Committee 
 
At a recent City Council meeting, staff was asked to provide a status report regarding 
the Peace Garden. 
  
Peace Garden Committee Status: 
 
The current Peace Garden Committee assumed guardianship of the Peace Garden in 
January 2000.  They continue to meet on a regular basis and are actively seeking funds 
to complete the Peace Garden landscaping.  It is their intent to continue with fund 
raising efforts until the garden’s landscape is complete.  
 
Fund Raising: 
 
The Committee continues in its fund raising efforts through the sale of blocks and Peace 
panel inscriptions.  It should be noted that the Peace Panel inscriptions are sold at 
break-even cost and therefore do not generate a profit for the Committee.  At one time, 
the Committee sold coverlets at a small profit and they are considering selling them 
again.  Plans for the coverlets have not been formalized at this time.  Contributions 
toward plants have been received from various sources.  Selling of blocks continues to 
be the major fundraiser.  Currently the Committee has approximately $2900.00.   
 
The Committee no longer seeks funds for benches, or trees as the garden’s needs for 
these items have been meet.  The Committee has also eliminated night lighting from its 
fund raising efforts to reduce the gardens completed cost.  
 
Current Advertising: 
 
The Committee advertises the Peace Garden and its fund-raising efforts through a spot 
on Channel 10, free ads donated by Midwest Guarantee, the Eccentric, Troy Leadership 
directory and Troy Today.  They also have Memorial Contribution forms at Troy’s two 
funeral homes (Desmond & Price) as well as the Community Center, City Hall and the 
Municipal Library.   
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Page 2 
Peace Garden Status 
 
Schematic of installed blocks: 
 
A schematic of the inscribed blocks was never developed by the original Committee and 
one does not exist at this time.  The Committee will contact Community Affairs for 
assistance in creating a schematic similar to the one created for the Veteran’s Memorial 
Plaza.  
 
Peace Garden Status: 
 
The hardscape of the garden is complete and other than needed repairs on the Peace 
Panel base, the hardscape is in good condition.  The current plantings constitute 
approximately, 65% of the designed landscape.  Maintenance of the Peace Garden’s 
landscape is included in the Civic Center landscape maintenance contract currently held 
by Torre & Bruglio.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
The Peace Garden Committee is still a viable group and is actively pursuing the funds 
necessary to complete the Peace Garden.  Staff continues to attend their meetings, and 
will advise City Council of any changes in their status.   



 

 

November 24, 2003 
 
TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:   John Szerlag, City Manager 
   Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 

 John Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance & Administration 
Jeanette Bennett, Purchasing Director 

 
SUBJECT:  Report and Communication 
   Auction – Miscellaneous Equipment & Vehicle Results 

October 25, 2003 at Big Beaver Center School in conjunction with 
and hosted by the Troy School District. 

 
SUMMARY 
In compliance with Resolution #2002-12-644-E-9 which requires that final auction reporting be 
submitted to City Council, miscellaneous equipment and vehicles were taken by the awarded 
City auctioneer, Mid-Thumb Auctioneering Service, LLC, to an auction held at Big Beaver 
Center School on 1100 Urbancrest in Troy, Michigan with the Troy, Avondale, Waterford, and 
Rochester School Districts, and cities of Rochester Hills, Royal Oak, and Berkley Police 
Department.  The auction was held on Saturday, October 25, 2003.  A list of the items auctioned 
and amount received is attached.  The net proceeds totaled $38,773.25 for all equipment.   
 
BACKGROUND 
The contract contains various commission fees for off-site auctions.  An auction fee of 15% 
applies to City owned vehicles & heavy equipment when moved by the auctioneer and applied 
to a Police drug forfeiture - 1992 Honda Accord.  A commission of 6% is charged for Motor Pool 
heavy equipment and vehicles that have been cleaned and transported to the auction site which 
occurred.   The Auctioneer lowered the 25% fee to 20% for the Dog Box, because the Motor 
Pool cleaned this item up and delivered it to the site. The contract also contains a provision that 
auctioneer produces final accounting and the funds settlement within 30 days after the auction 
takes place.  He has met the criteria. 
 
The income from the sale is as follows (breakdown attached): 
 
  Total gross sales  $42,068.00 
 

Less Total Costs:         $ 3,294.75    
        

NET INCOME:                        $38,773.25 
 
BACKGROUND 
Included in the specifications for the auction contract is the ability of our auctioneer to take our 
auction items to other auction locations.  Reporting and advertising are included in the auction 
fee.  The purchasing staff places an ad in the newspaper of record (Somerset Gazette 
Newspaper), and mails a notice to anyone who has expressed an interest in our auctions.  This 
list has grown over the years to about 170 individual addresses. 
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ATTACHMENT A  
 
 
AUCTION BREAKDOWN OF PROCEEDS: 
 
IT Department         241.00 – CPU, Monitors, Keyboards, & Printers 
Various Departments        319.00 – Tables, Kid chairs, Carts, Desks, and Stage  
Police – Drug Forfeiture     1,325.00 – 1992 Honda Accord 
Motor Pool     15,950.00 – 1979 Chevrolet Suburban, 1993 GMC Suburban, 

1995 Ford Pick Up, & 1998 Pontiac Trans Sport 
Fire Department 24,233.00 - 1986 Sutphen Custom Pumper,  

1954 American LaFrance Fire Truck,  
Light bars, Saws, Air Tanks, & Nozzels 

 
Total gross sales    $ 42,068.00 
 
 
AUCTION COMMISSIONS / COSTS: 
 
Auction Fee (25%)                       60.25 - Various Departments – Computers, Desks, etc.  

 79.75          
         689.50  - Fire Equipment 

Auction Fee (20%)*                       30.00  - Motor Pool – (Dog Box - Cleaned by Motor Pool) 
Auction Fee (15%)                     198.75  - Police – (1992 Honda) 
Auction Fee   (6%)                  948.00  - Motor Pool Vehicles 

       1,288.50 -  Fire Trucks 
 
Less Total Costs:       $    3,294.75 
 
* Reduced by Auctioneer 
 
Net Sales:     $  38,773.25 
 
AUCTION FEES DETAILED: 
 
Off Site Auction Fees - 

25%  - City owned Property  

15%  - City Owned Vehicles & Heavy Equipment transported to the site 

  6%  - The following cleaning of vehicles is required: 

• Interiors are steam cleaned  
• Washed exterior engine areas 
• Paint touch up (showroom condition)  
• Transported by City to Auction site 





















 
 
 

November 25, 2003 
 
 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
  John Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance & Administration 

Laura Fitzpatrick, Assistant to the City Manager 
   
SUBJECT: City Council Expense Reports 
 
 
 
Per Sections 18 and 19 of City Council Rules and Procedures, attached find City 
Council expense reports. 
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P-CARD REPORT FOR COUNCIL JUNE 28, 2003-NOVEMBER 21,2003

ACC.Account Name FIN.Posting Date MCH.Merchant Name FIN.Transaction Amount FIN.Reviewed FIN.Account GL Code FIN.Expense Description
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 09102003 AGNT FEE   89081182944950 25.00 1 102.7960 Agent fee for airline tickets Mayor's trip to Nashville (NLC) in December
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 18092003 AGNT FEE   89081178413205 30.00 1 102.7960 Agent fee for the above
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 08092003 AGNT FEE   89081175513245 30.00 1 102.7960 Agent fee for the above
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 18092003 NWA AIR    01275204809476 183.50 1 102.7960 Airfare - Council Member Dave Lambert - NLC Conference
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 08092003 NWA AIR    01275204808603 193.50 1 102.7960 Airfare - Council Member Robin Beltramini - NLC Conference
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 09102003 NWA AIR    01275258250114 198.50 1 102.7960 Airfare for Mayor Pryor's trip to Nashiville (NLC) in December
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 07102003 NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CIT 335.00 1 102.7960 Conference registration for Council Member Martin Howrylak
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 07102003 NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CIT 420.00 1 102.7960 Conference registration for Mayor Matt Pryor
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 24072003 MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEA 484.00 1 102.7960 MML Convention registration for Council Member David Lambert
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 28072003 MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEA 484.00 1 102.7960 MML Convention registration for Council Member Robin Beltramini
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 28082003 NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CIT 540.00 1 102.7960 NLC Conference registration - Council Member Robin Beltramini
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 07102003 NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CIT 810.00 1 102.7960 Conference registration for Council Member Dave Lambert
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 11082003 MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEA 1344.00 1 102.7960 Reg. to Annual MML Convention for Pryor, Stine, Eisenbacher
CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 08072003 MELDRUMS FLOWER SHOP 60.00 1 102.7962 Flowers ordered on behalf of City Council to Planning Commissioner Mark Vleck who is in the hospital



November 26, 2003 
 
 
 

TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
 
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Meeting with Senator Shirley Johnson and  

MEDC Director Don Jakeway Regarding 
Funding for Conference Center 

 
 
 
As you know, we have been trying to get an indication from the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation as to the feasibility and timing of a grant worth 
approximately $40 million for construction of a conference center on the Civic 
Center site.  Of course, any utilization of the Civic Center site for a hotel/ 
conference center is first subject to voter approval.  That having been said, it’s still 
imperative to get a read from MEDC as to the possibility of funding. Given this, 
Senator Johnson has arranged with various staff members to meet with Mr. Don 
Jakeway, the new MEDC director.  And continuing with earlier direction given by 
Council, I’m inviting Mayor Pryor to attend this meeting as well, which will be held 
on December 15, 2003.   
 
Please feel free to call me should you have any questions. 
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November 26, 2003 
 
 
 

TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
 
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Study Item Topics 
 
 
 
Time permitting, we would like to discuss the following: 
 
1) IT updates – Information Technology Director Gert Paraskevin will identify 

the latest developments in information technology.  The focus will be on 
Hanson Information Technology and geographic information systems (GIS). 

 
2) Commercial vehicles – We’d like to begin discussions on how Council wishes 

to proceed on this issue.  Please know that the Planning Commission is going 
to hold a public hearing on a text amendment that will provide an 
opportunity for commercial vehicles to be stored outside on M-1 properties.  
Staff would also like to get a sense on the possibility of extending the 
approval process, as well as delegating this function to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 
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